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(Left) Industrial engineering senior John Marc Kohl and Zac 
Castillo work on editing music in the Modest House.

MODEST HOUSE
CONTINUED

“We have that on one front 
and on the other are these local 
artists, because there are a lot of 
local artists, there are a lot of peo
ple who have talent but they have 
no way of getting it out there,” 
Dorman said.

A concern among the three 
guys before beginning the re
cording sessions was that eventu
ally within the community they 
would “tap the well dry after a 
few artists,” said Dorman, a fear 
that hasn’t phased them so far.

“It’s like, ‘Aw man, there are 
not people here, everyone who 
has talent is in Austin or Dallas,’ 
and that’s really not the case at 
all,” Dorman said. “You create 
the culture for people to come 
to, you don’t wait and say, ‘The 
people aren’t here.’ You have to 
create it.”

Modest House Sessions is just 
one of the ways in which the 
Bryan-College Station art scene is 
expanding. John Marc Kohl, in
dustrial engineering senior, is one 
of the student singer-songwriters 
who has recorded with Modest 
House. Kohl said it’s a giant step 
forward in providing local artists 
an outlet for their craft.

“[The sessions are] really just 
encouraging creative expression 
and bringing the art out of people 
and pushing people to play that, 
are great but maybe aren’t sure of 
themselves,” Kohl said. “And the 
fact that they’re giving people a 
place to do their art and play their 
music is huge and is encouraging 
to me as just a songwriter who 
goes to school and [is] getting a 
business degree. And I know it 
has been encouraging to all my 
friends and other people who 
have seen it just think, ‘Wow

that’s so cool, I want to work on 
my stuff.’ It’s a huge catalyst.”

The trio doesn’t necessarily 
limit their recording sessions to 
their home — they also facilitate 
what they call “around town ses
sions.” One such session included 
recording Nightowls at the Am
ity Building in Downtown Bryan 
as well as the Northgate Vintage 
clothing shop on University.

Dorman serves mainly as the 
group’s public relations manager 
and Davis handles the cinematog
raphy of the sessions, although all 
three often delve into each oth
er’s area of expertise.

Castillo, who focuses mainly 
on the audio and production as
pect of the sessions, said live re
cording sessions with artists, such 
as Mahogany Sessions and Cardi
nal Sessions on YouTube, con
nect the featured artists with their 
fans in ways that a solely audio 
version of a song cannot.

“I think that’s what makes it 
so attractive to people,” Castillo 
said. “Our goal is that it’s inti
mate, it’s our house. And so we 
try and get to know the artist that 
we’re recording. It’s more of a 
community thing.”

With some sessions, four to 
five cameras are used to film the 
artist and their music while some 
sessions involve only a one- or 
two-camera shoot, Dorman said. 
Getting to know the artists being 
recorded in an intimate environ
ment is a feat unique to recording 
studios like Modest House.

“We try to capture the parts 
that you wouldn’t normally see 
like us talking to the artists and 
connecting with them,” Dor
man said. “We’ve done where 
we have artists come in and we 
spend the whole day with them. 
We hang out and that’s really 
what we want to do.”
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A&M Lyme Lab looks closer at ticks

Vanessa Pefia —THE BATTALION

Maria Esteve-Gassent examines a tick sample at the Lyme Lab.

By Connor Smith
When people think of ticks, 
they tend to think of their cats 

and dogs, however ticks also pose a 
threat to humans. Ticks carry Lyme 
disease, which has the potential to be 
life-altering and even deadly if left 
untreated.

Maria Esteve-Gassent, assistant 
professor of veterinary medicine 
and biomedical sciences, conducts 
research on a potential vaccine for 
Lyme disease at A&M’s “Lyme Lab.” 
Several past studies have shown 
promise in the development of a vac
cine, however there is not currently a 
drug available to the public.

Esteve-Gassent’s work includes 
much more than possible cures, 
however, as she and her team try to 
understand why Texas has such a low 
amount of Lyme disease infections 
despite an environment that provides 
everything necessary for higher in
fection rates.

Esteve-Gassent studies tick ecol
ogy in Texas to understand the phe
nomenon. Through her research, 
she intends to develop a better un
derstanding of the risk level that ticks 
pose in Texas and other low endemic 
states, or states in which the rate of 
Lyme contractions are relatively low.

The Lyme Lab studies the differ
ent components that come into hu
man tick interactions, such as a tick’s 
feeding preference. One question 
they hope to answer is whether hu
mans are a first choice for ticks or 
more of a last resort.

Esteve-Gassent also looks into the 
truth behind a common Lyme per
ception — Lyme disease is typically 
thought of as a summer disease, but 
it’s unclear whether it is because the 
summer is warm enough for north

east ticks, or if the spike in contrac
tions is due to more people going 
outside.

A&M is not the only player in this 
search for a cure. Last November a 
paper came out in which a group had 
developed a potential vaccine using 
the same membrane protein that had 
been used in a previous vaccine. The 
previous vaccine had to be discontin
ued due to negative side effects, and 
this group had found a way to stop 
the side effects. Esteve-Gassent was 
one of the reviewers of that paper.

“It’s all promising, because we 
don’t have anything now, so any
thing that comes out is good,” Es

teve-Gassent said.
Adrienne Brundage, a profes

sor in the entomology department 
who teaches a medical entomology 
course, explained the different fac
tors needed for a vectored disease 
like Lyme disease to take hold in an 
area.

“When you think about a disease 
cycle, you have to have quite a few 
things all playing at the right time,” 
Brundage said. “You have to have 
your vector, you have to have the 
disease agent, you have to have your 
reservoir and then you have to have 
a host. All together at the same time, 
and active.”

RACE CAR CONTINUED
the chassis team and mechanical engi
neering senior, described the theme of 
their project.

“The theme of this year’s design 
was ‘the driver’s car,’ where the focus 
was on making things more ergonom
ic and optimized for the driver,” Le- 
tourneau said. “The intensive driver 
training program at A&M helps us to 
work with the best of drivers and so 
most of our designs are justified with 
their comfort in mind. A lot of schools 
spend over $100,000 to compete with 
a lot of third-party designs, but most 
of the stuff we’ve got is either made

in-house or designed by our engi
neers.”

From software design to part fab
rication, students custom-engineered 
the race car and reduced production 
time and costs.

“We bought most of our stuff from 
eBay or Amazon. For example, mi
crocontrollers for our indigenous data 
acquisition system, where we devised 
our own network protocols,” said 
Ziam Ghaznavi, electrical team mem
ber and mechanical engineering se
nior. “This gave us increased flexibil
ity and scalability with the sensors we 
use and also brought our costs down 
from $1,500 to $300.”

Most of the students had no prior

experience with a project of this scale 
or technical depth. Interns from the 
Mays Business School also assisted the 
Aggie race car team, which hopes to 
expand to other competitions by in
creasing collaboration with other de
partments.

“It is their car — the seniors get 
credit for their car and this is one dis
tinction we take pride in,” said project 
manager J eff Brown.

The Aggie race car team has won 
five championships in the last 15 years 
and this year’s team will put its race car 
on display at 5 p.m. Friday at the Stu
dent Recreation Center for the Red 
Bull Paper Plane Contest.
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2-3/bedroom apartments. Some 
with W/D, some on College Main, 
remodeled with dishwashers. 
Great deal! $175-$600/mo. 
979-219-3217.

3bd/3ba duplex, big backyard, 
close to campus, call 979-693-4900

Brand new Ibd/lba, walking dis
tance to campus, call 
979-693-4900

Luxury condo, close to campus, 
brand new, granite countertops, 
with wood floors, contact 
979-693-4900
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Honda 2010 Civic 4-dorr, 
one-owner, 32500miles, excellent 
condition, $12500, 979-777-6211.

I buy vehicles, motorcycles, etc.; 
working, nonworking, or 
wrecked. 979-778-1121.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Romantic Getaways & Engage
ments, secluded cabin suites. All 
Day, All Night, www.7flodge.com 
979-690-0073.

thebatt.com

Mile from campus, fully fur
nished, only $500/per room, call 
979-693-4900.

New, newer 1/1, 1/1.5, 2/2, 2/2.5, 
3/3. Townhomes and condos. 
www.Jeslnvestments.com, 
broker/owner 979-777-5477.

Athletic men for calendars, 
books, etc. $100-$200/hr, up 
to $1000/day. No experience. 
aggieresponse@gmail.com

Cheddar's and Fish Daddy's now 
accepting applications. Apply 
within. University Dr.

Child Care FT & PT shifts available. 
Northgate, apartments 1/1, 2/2, Some nights & Saturdays 
3/2, 3/3 house, walk to campus, required. Apply in person at 
aggievillas.net Call 979-255-5648. 3609 E. 29th St., Bryan.
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ACROSS

1 Grows dim 
6 Figure-skating 

surface 
9 Opera solo

13 Pennsylvania 
buggy-riding 
sect

14 Natural bandage
15 Family rooms
16 Take a short 

break
19 “Como__

usted?”
20 Manager’s 

helper: Abbr.
21 Answer a 

help-wanted ad
22 From the sun
24 Huff and puff
26 Raggedy doll
27 Square dance 

lass
28 “See__care!"
31 Sudden

outpouring
34 Coupe or sedan
35 Lumber material
36 Concede defeat
39 Aroma
40 Prepare, as a 

salad
41 Remove pencil 

marks
42 Direction 

opposite ENE
43 “Are there__

questions?”
44 Tree with acorns
45 Small horse
47 Prayer endings
50 Clip wool from
53 More than half
56 Sales agents,

for short
58 Fight unfairly
61 Whitish gem
62 Takes to court

63 Newspapers 
and television

64 Capital of 
Norway

65 Battleship 
designation: 
Abbr.

66 Short-tempered

DOWN
1 Clock dial
2 Stock up on
3 “Me too"
4 Moving staircase
5 “No talking!”
6 Post-op areas: 

Abbr.
7 Lanes for riding 

golfers
8 Recede
9 Highly skilled 

10 Harvest, as
crops

11 Worldwide:
Abbr.

12 Like an unswept 
fireplace

14 Nautical “Help!"
17 Knitting material
18 Competed in a 

marathon
23 All over again
25 Skin-cream 

ingredient
27 Courageous
28 Where Des 

Moines is
29 Enemies
30 Not doing 

anything
31 Stash away
32 Many 

professors’ 
degrees: Abbr.

33 In__(lined up)
34 Without a byline

35 Underling in a 
hive

37 “Let’s call _ 
evening”

38 Group of 
athletes

44 Solemn pledge
45 Painter Picasso
46 Metallic rock
48 Has to have
49 Divide in two
50 “Scat!”
51 What hula 

dancers swivel
52 And others: 

Abbr.
54 Has bills to pay
55 Roads that often 

cross aves.
57 Remain
59 Baton Rouge 

campus: Abbr.
60 CPR expert
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Cleaning commercial buildings 
at night, M-F. Call 979-823-5031 
for interview.

Help wanted to setup startup in
ternal ministry, call 888-563-7713.

IS MEDICAL SCHOOL, P.A. OR 
NURSING SCHOOL IN YOUR FU
TURE? Let us help! Medical Tech
nician position, with a lyr com
mitment, requires a BS, B.M.E. or 
other 4yr science degree. Excel
lent benefits. Email resume to 
ldeason@aggieallergist.com or 
call 979-485-0571.

Little Guys Movers now hiring 
FT/PT employees. Must be at least 
21 w/valid D.L. Apply in person at 
3209 Earl Rudder Freeway. 
979-693-6683.

Now hiring all positions for Car
ney's Pub and Lakeside Icehouse, 
apply Wednesday or Thursday 
from 1-4pm, or email 
info@lakebryan.com
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Part-time job helping handicap. 
Male student preferred. $360/mo. 
lOhrs/wk. 979-846-3376.

Want $400? Help us create study 
guides for courses you are taking! 
Contact: marie@neuacademic.com

REAL ESTATE

B/CS. Sell/Buy/Invest! Michael 
McGrann TAMU'93 Civil 
Engineering 979-739-2035, 
mike@aggierealtor.com 
Nadia McGrann 979-777-6211, 
Town&Country Realty.
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