
NEWS The Battalion I 2.17.15 3

EDITORIAL BOARD

Commander choice a further sign 
of recent Corps modernization

T
he Class of 2016 will see four 
Corps of Cadets commanders in its 
time on campus, including the first 
black man and the first woman to 

lead the 139-year-old institution.
With Marquis Alexander in 2012 and 

Alyssa Michalke in 2015, the makeup of 
recent leadership has reflected the wealth 
of experience on campus to an extent 
unseen in Corps history.

Michalke and Alexander were selected 
because they were the best and most- 
qualified candidates. Last year, Michalke 
became the first female sergeant major 
in Corps history; she earned the role on 
merit. Alexander, likewise, said he didn’t 
know he was the first black commander 
until someone told him.

She and Alexander were shaped in part, 
though, by a Corps culture of moderniza
tion and growth instituted by Brig. Gen. 
Joe Ramirez, Corps commandant, when 
he assumed the post in 2010. The Corps 
has grown by more than 450 students 
since his arrival, resulting in seven unit 
reactivations. Corps GPA averages have 
risen and leadership has pushed against 
institutional hazing. For that, he and his 
staff deserve credit.

Still, the Corps has lagged behind 
similar university milestones. The first

MICHALKE CONTINUED
wasn’t a given, so we’ve been kind of 
thinking about that for a while but when 
it actually becomes a reality all of the sud
den and your daughter is all over the news 
everywhere, it’s pretty overwhelming.” 

Sydney Snell, biology senior and 
friend of Michalke’s, said Michalke is 
a strong leader and a people person.

“She’s great with other people,” 
Snell said. “She always puts others be
fore herself. If somebody needs some
thing done for them, she is just selfless.” 

Michalke said in a university press re
lease that she is honored to have been 
selected and will do her best to uphold 
the tradition of leading her fellow cadets.

“The Corps of Cadets has provided 
me a tremendous opportunity to grow 
as a person and to develop good leader-, 
ship skills,” Michalke said in the release. 
“More importantly, I’ve been able to men
tor others and I will continue to do so in 
my new position as Corps commander.” 

Michalke’s appointment coincides 
with the 40th anniversary of female in
clusion in the Corps. Brig. Gen. Joe 
Ramirez, Corps commandant, stressed 
there is no correlation between the two 
events, but it is an interesting coincidence.

black student body president was elected 
in 1976, the first female in 1994. And the 
most visible positions associated with the 
Corps — the student-elected yell lead
ers — have never been occupied by a

When Final Review passes and Mi
chalke takes the Quad as leader of what 
the Corps reports could be the most cadets 
in 45 years, she will make history. But 
unless it can be repeated, history like this 
becomes largely symbolic.

Michalke’s job will be to lead her 
cadets. Ramirez and his staff will have a 
slightly different task — help ensure mile
stones like those achieved by Michalke 
and Alexander are signs of an inclusive 
culture, not outliers in the Corps’ long 
history. ,
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“We selected Alyssa Michalke to be the 
Corps commander because she is the best 
candidate for the position,” Ramirez said.

Michalke was selected after a series of 
interviews with a board, members of which 
included outgoing Corps student leaders 
and Ramirez. Final approval was made by 
interim University President Mark Flussey.

“We went through a pretty long, ar
duous process to determine who was go
ing to be next year’s Corps commander 
and Alyssa was the one who was a clear 
choice to be the Cotps commander next 
year,” Ramirez said. “That is why she was 
selected. It had nothing to do with her 
gender, although we are very proud of the 
fact that . Alyssa is the first female Corps 
commander in the Corps’ 139 years.” 

Morgan Cochran, sociology senior 
and Michalke’s friend, said anyone who 
says Michalke got the position because of 
her gender doesn’t know Michalke at all.

“I’ve been thinking about it a lot to
day,” Cochran said. “There are definitely 
people that feel that way. Honestly, it’s 
just sad. Our university core values, one of 
them is respect, and she definitely earned 
her position and anyone who would 
say she didn’t earn it and just got it be
cause of her gender, that’s just a shame.”

B ATT ASKS
What do you think the 
new Corps commander 
means for the Corps?
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"It's a positive, progressive 
step for A&M"

Wendy Burdick,
biomedical science sophomore

"My biggest concern is 
people not looking up to her 

because they are used to 
the male authority, but she's 
been an excellent leader so 

far. It will also be interesting 
to see how male authorities 

respond to her as well."
Trent Peters.

sports management freshman
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"I think it means a good 

beginning in the Corps. It's 
allowing us to see diversity 
in the Corps. She's a great, 

energetic person and I think 
she has the personality to 
lead the Corps to a great 

place."
Eunice Fafiyebi,

biomedical sciences sophomore

"It's really showing the 
equality and how things 
have changed. It doesn't 
matter, male or female, 

it's just based off of 
your characteristics and 

leadership."
Carlos Machuca,

business sophomore
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"A World of Healthy Products 
for Your Family!"

DRY
SKIN?
We Carry: NATURES GATE 

AUBREY ♦ JASON 
BURTS BEES ♦ ZUM BODY 
KISS MY FACE andmorell
4303 S. TEXAS AT ROSEMARY 

BRYAN • 979-846-4459 
MON-FRI 9 TO 6- SAT 9 TO 4

Celebrating 26 Years of Serving the Bracts Vaikf

ANSWERS
to todays puzzles

Ash Wednesday

This Wednesday, February 18th 

Mass Times:
7:00 am at St. Mary’s 
12:00 pm at Blinn (Room E120)

12:00 pm at St. Mary’s
12:40 pm at Rudder Theater
5:30 pm at St. Mary's
5:45 pm at Rudder Theater
7:30 pm at St. Mary's
7:30 pm at St. Mary’s Activity Ctr (Spanish)

St. Mary's Catholic Center ~ 603 Church Ave at Northgate 
Catholic Students Association ~ AggieCatholic.org

—■
$9.50/hr starting pay 
with regular raises
No experience needed 
Work 12-39 hours per week 
Paid training

a|m
TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Students apply online at 
transport.tamu.edu/drivers

Place an Ad
Phone 979.845.0569 
Suite L400,
Memorial Student Center 
Texas A&M University

When to Call
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Insertion deadline: 1 p.m. prior business day

V/SA

C59 Private Party Want Ads
$10 for 20 words running 5 days, if your merchandise is priced $1,000 or less (price must appear in ad). This rate applies only 
to non-commercial advertisers offering personal possessions for sale. Guaranteed results or you get an additional 5 days at 
no charge. If item doesn't sell, advertiser must call before 1 p.m. on the day the ad is scheduled to end to qualify for the 5 
additional insertions at no charge. No refunds will be made if your ad is cancelled early.

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

I buy vehicles, motorcycles, etc.; 
working, nonworking, or 
wrecked. 979-778-1121.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Romantic Getaways & Engage
ments, secluded cabin suites. All 
Day, All Night, www.7flodge.com 
979-690-0073.

thebatt.com

2-3/bedroom apartments. Some 
with W/D, some on College Main, 
remodeled with dishwashers. 
Great deal! $175-$600/mo. 
979-219-3217.

3bd/3ba duplex, big backyard, 
close to campus, call 979-693-4900

Brand new Ibd/lba, walking dis
tance to campus, call 
979-693-4900

Luxury condo, close to campus, 
brand new, granite countertops, 
with wood floors, contact 
979-693-4900

The Association
OF FORMER STUDENTS"

Aggieiyetwork.com
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Mile from campus, fully fur
nished, only $ 500/per room, call 
979-693-4900.

New, newer 1/1, 1/1.5, 2/2, 2/2.5, 
3/3. Townhomes and condos. 
www.Jeslnvestments.com, 
broker/owner 979-777-5477.

Northgate, apartments 1/1, 2/2, 
3/2, 3/3 house, walk to campus, 
aggievillas.net Call 979-255-5648.

Subleasing a single bedroom of a 
5bd/5ba duplex in The Cottages 
for June and July, close to cam
pus, $600/mo, furnishings and 
utilities included, 586-747-1907.

Newsday Crossword CHEESE, PLEASE by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS

1 Wild guess
5 Conks on the 

head
9 Fern seed

14 Out of whack
15 Long, heroic 

story
16 Church music 

maker
17 Car horn sound
18 Flat-topped hill
19 Pure, as gold
20 Cheese on a 

Big Mac
22 Baking 

chambers
23 Brick worker
24 “Scat!"
26 Gets married 
29 Join the military 
33 Cooks in a kettle 
37 Alda of
39 Capital of 

Norway
40 Prefix meaning 

“against”
41 Cheese with 

holes
42 Clutter-free
43 Sunflower stalk
44 “__upon a

time..
45 Is introduced to
46 Gloomy
48 Suffix for kitchen 

or luncheon 
50 Takes off the 

shelf
52 Typical Kuwaitis 
56 Separated 
59 Italian grated 

cheese
62 Cuban line 

dance
63 One of the 

Great Lakes
64 Give a nudge to 
66 Basic belief

67 “My _ are 
sealed!"

68 Center of an 
apple

69 Look impolitely
70 Endure
71 All over again

DOWN
1 Occupied a chair
2 Wee hr. of the 

morning
3 Pleasant scent
4 Computer 

storage 
measures

5 Valentine phrase
6 Oil cartel
7 Leaning Tower 

city
8 Reads a 

bar code
9 “Already?"

10 Cheese in an 
Italian hero

11 Look 
impolitely at

38 “I’d hate to
break up__”

41 Feeling achy 
45 Insignificant

12 Baseball game 47 Posh residence
delayer 49 Most docile

13 Concludes
21 Lines of 

theater seats 
25 Barnyard 

cacklers 
27 Sunrise

51 Compete in 
a bee

53 Pet-protection 
org.

54 British noble
55 Sleeper's noise

28 Piece of bread 56 Performs on
30 “Now it's cleat' stage
31 Venetian-blind 57 Writer of

part rhymes
32 Preschoolers 58 Tennis pro
33 Striped sport fish Koumikova
34 Not fooled by 60 Opera solo
35 Line on a 61 Tears (apart)

shopping list 65 Morning
36 Pungent moisture

German cheese on a lawn

Athletic men for calendars, 
books, etc. $100-$200/hr, up 
to $1000/day. No experience. 
aggieresponse@gmail.com

Cheddar's and Fish Daddy's now 
accepting applications. Apply 
within. University Dr.

Child Care FT & PT shifts available. 
Some nights & Saturdays 
required. Apply in person at 
3609 E. 29th St., Bryan.

Cleaning commercial buildings 
at night, M-F. Call 979-823-5031 
for interview.

Little Guys Movers now hiring 
FT/PT employees. Must be at least 
21 w/valid D.L. Apply in person at 
3209 Earl Rudder Freeway. 
979-693-6683.

Med Tech for full-time, medical 
allergy office. Excellent benefits. 
Great experience for student 
applying to medical school. De
gree in Biomedical Science or 
other medical science required. 
Apply in person at 3306 Longmire 
Drive CS, TX, email resume to 
ldeason@aggieallergist.com 
or call 979-485-0571.

Part-time job helping handicap. 
Male student preferred. $360/mo. 
10hrs/wk. 979-846-3376.

Tutors wanted for all subjects 
currently taught at TAMU/ Blinn 
and Sam Houston State starting 
at$10/hour. Apply on-line @ 
wvvw.99Tutors.com,
979-268-8867.

You want to make a difference 
on campus while getting paid to 
do it. SSC Grounds Management 
has student employment oppor
tunities on campus for those in
terested in water conservation, 
composting, fine horticulture, ar
boriculture, floriculture, construc
tion or athletic turf. Applications 
accepted at 600 Agronomy Rd. 
(Facility Services bldg.) Suite 120, 
College Station, TX 77843-1371.

CKC Weimaraner puppies, males 
& females, silvers & blues, 8 
weeks, $500. 979-220-2285.

REAL ESTATE

B/CS. Sell/Buy/Invest! Michael 
McGrann TAMU'93 Civil 
Engineering 979-739-2035, 
m ike@aggierea ltor.com 
Nadia McGrann 979-777-6211, 
Town&Country Realty.

Honda 2010 Civic 4-dorr, 
one-owner, 32500miles, excellent 
condition, $12500, 979-777-6211.

TUTORS

Need a Tutor? Friendly, helpful 
one-on-one private tutors for all 
subjects at TAMU/Blinn and Sam 
Houston State. Check us out at 
www.99tutors.com, 979-268-8867.
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