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IN-STATE TUITION CONTINUED

Gabriela Castillo, political science sophomore and
vice president of CMSA, said she fears her 13-year-old
brother would be one of many undocumented chil-
dren to live in the shadow of the eradication of the
DREAM Act.

“How do | explain that to him? He’s been here
since he was 4-years-old; he’s'never been anywhere
else. Texas is his home,” Castillo said. “How do | ex-
plain to him that college might be more expensive than
it is now and that our family will not be able to afford
it? 1t will prevent him from taking advantage ofeduca-
tion. He’s never done anything wrong.”

Nery Guerrero, nutritional sciencesjunior and pres-
ident of CMSA, said the movement against the in-state
tuition law seems to be an unwarranted attack.

“It’s not even a political issue, it’s a humanitarian
issue,” Guerrero said. “They’re attacking and general-
izing the entire undocumented community, saying we
shouldn’t get an education. It's very important that
Texas sees these faces and hears from them, because
you are taking education from deserving minds.”

Castillo said undocumented students receiving in-
state tuition are required by the DREAM Act to sign
an affidavit stating that they will apply for citizenship
as soon as they are eligible.

“People think we’re getting a free ride with in-state
tuition, and we’re not,” Castillo said. “We have to
promise to apply for citizenship as soon as we can.”

House Bill 360, filed by Rep. Mark Keough (R-
The Woodlands) is the bill CMSA members are con-
cerned with. Also known as the Texas Fair Tuition
Act, the bill states that any person filing for in-state
tuition must show proof of citizenship or legal resi-
dency to be approved. This refutes the DREAM Act,
which does not require students to be citizens at the
time of application.

Melanie Garza, agricultural leadership and devel-
opment junior and secretary of CMSA, said CMSA
has teamed up with several organizations around the
United States with the same goal through “United We
Dream” — the largest immigrant youth-led organi-
zation in the nation advocating for fair treatment of
immigrant youth.

Garza said CMSA officers engage frequently in con-
ference calls and attend meetings with other organiza-
tions affiliated with United We Dream to discuss strat-
egies, including engaging politicians on social media.

“Everyone has their affiliate leaders who target dif-
ferent areas like social media,” Garza said. “We have
people in Austin doing research right next to the capi-
tal about which politicians support us and who doesn’t,
and to the people who support us we tweet saying,
‘Will you support us again?' and things like that.”

Castillo said in addition to a collaborative effort on
a nationwide level, CMSA is placing major focus on
informing students at Texas A&M about the benefits
of in-state tuition for undocumented students.

“In order for us to move effectively, we have to in-
form the uninformed and encourage our community,”
Castillo said. “By doing this, our community will feel
like there’s someone that supports them.”

Guerrero said to provide this information, the
CMSA will put on several events, including a profes-
sor’s panel on Feb. 17 featuring professors who will
advocate for the economic benefits of offering in-state
tuition to undocumented students.

Castillo said she is appalled that politicians seem to
be throwing around a topic ofsuch importance.

“What upsets me most is the fact that such issues
that can affect so deeply the lives of people is being
used as a political issue that politicians can toss around
as freely as they please,” Castillo said. “They’re using
undocumented students and their life and their story
for their own political fight.”
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the interactions will include discussion
on issues relevant to the universities, such
as funding for higher education like the
Competitive Knowledge Fund.

Interaction between legislators and stu-
dents was one of the main messages of the
day. Among A&M'’s 19 student visitors was
Student Body President Kyle Kelly.

“There’s been a trend toward bringing
students to the Capitol for this day,” Kelly
said. “It started with A&M, they started to
bring more students and UT began to pick
up on it. When it comes down to it, it’s
about the students. It’s about those being
educated and those that are becoming ac-
tive in institutions. It's a great way to raise
awareness and to build relationships.”

Kelly said one issue he wanted to address
in funding was tuition and fees.

“We have specific talking points that our
Association, Texas Exes and the adminis-
tration has been working on for months,”
Kelly said. “They have to do with mainly
funding. We saw a tuition and fee increase
at A&M this year. It's been less of an in-
crease than we've seen at other institutions
in our state; which | think is extremely
positive.”

Kelly said Student Government Associa-
tion representatives would like to see state
funding levels similar to those before 2011.

“We want to keep tuition and fees and
costs low for students,” Kelly said. “When
there’s less state funding, the university has
to pick up the bill. That falls on students
and donors.”

Kathryn Greenwade, vice president of
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Executive director and CEO of Texas Exes Leslie Cedar, Chair of the Board of
Directors in the Texas A&M Association of Former Students Bo Bradbury, Chair of the
University of Texas Development Board Charles Matthews and Texas A&M Interim
President Mark Hussey stand on the Senate floor during Wednesday's recognition of

Orange and Maroon Legislative Day.

the Association of Former Students, said
OMLD promotes awareness and commu-
nication between the flagship universities
and legislators.

“We want to remind elected officials the
important contributions that both univer-
sities make,” Greenwade said. “We don’t
want them to be taken for granted nor have
legislators forget the two gems Texas has in
these universities.”

On a day filled with news of national
signing day, Kelly said it was nice to come
together with a common purpose with stu-
dents and alumni from UT.

“It's funny that this lands on Signing
Day,” Kelly said. “We’ve all been watch-
ing the feeds and the recruits that each of
us are getting committed to A&M and UT.
It’s a fun day because we have a rivalry but
then we've got a common goal as well.”

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
Insertion deadline: 1 p.m. prior business day
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lived in the state for three years
and must sign documentation
stating they are seeking legal
residency.

The act was passed in 2001
with bipartisan support, making
Texas the first state to pass a
law relating to in-state tuition
and undocumented students.
However, since the signing of
the law, Republican legisla-
tors have attempted to repeal
the act. The current bill on file
dealing with the DREAM Act
is House Bill 360, filed in No-
vember by Republican Rep.
Mark Keough. The bill, while
not explicitly mentioning the
DREAM Act, would effec-
tively kill the law by requiring
applicants for in-state tuition to
have already become a citizen.

“Residents, who are unable
to provide verifiable proof of
citizenship or lawful residency

are prohibited from obtain-
ing in-state tuition rates for
any semesters until which time
proof or verifiable status can be
obtained,” the bill reads.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has
made it clear in a number of
interviews that he is actively
working to repeal the DREAM
Act. Even ifthe bill by Keough
passes the legislature, it must
be approved by Gov. Greg
Abbott. However, advocates
ofthe DREAM Act shouldn’t
get their hopes up too high, as
Abbott was quoted during his
gubernatorial campaign saying
he would be willing to sign any
bill to repeal the law.

While he isn’t against the act
on principle, Abbott has con-
cerns that the current act needs
to be fixed. In an interview
with KXAN television station
inJanuary, Abbott told report-
ers he believes the way the law
is structured is ‘flawed’ and ‘has
to be fixed.'

Flowever, the political
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environment has changed since
the days 0f2001. Both houses
ofthe Texas Legislature have

a Republican majority, and
anyone who has seen the most
recent party platform objectives
ofthe Republican Party won’t
be encouraged by what they
have to say about the DREAM
Act. It states that a goal is to
stop in-state tuition for un-
documented students.

IfHB 360 is passed, the
chances ofthe act coming back
into law soon just doesn’t seem
likely. The bipartisanship that
passed the DREAM Act bill is
gone, and while reform may
be an option, it will likely take
some time for both sides of the
political line to find a solution
both can be happy with.

Advocates of the DREAM
Act are making their support
known. Rep. Rafael An-
chia (D-Dallas) filed a house
concurrent resolution listing
the benefits that the DREAM
Act has had so far for undocu-

mented students and for the
state of Texas in general. In
the resolution, Anchia lists
several reasons, both economic
and social, as to why the state
legislature should uphold the
DREAM Act.
“In the 2010 fiscal year,
close to 16,500 undocumented,
immigrant students qualified
for in-state tuition, and the
students themselves paid $32.7
million in tuition and related
expenses; were these students
to be deprived of the incentives
offered by the Texas DREAM
Act, the loss to the Texas econ-
omy would be considerable,”
Anchia said in the resolution.
For now, advocates and op-
ponents of the DREAM Act can
communicate with their repre-
sentatives and wait to see what
the 84th Legislative Session has
in store for higher education.
Jennifer Reiley is a
communication senior and assistant
managing editorfor
The Battalion.
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| buy vehicles, motorcycles, etc.;
working, nonworking, or
wrecked. 979-778-1121.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Romantic Getaways & Engage-
ments, secluded cabin suites. All
Day, All Night, www.7flodge.com
979-690-0073.

FOR RENT

2-3/bedroom apartments. Some
with W/D, some on College Main,
remodeled with dishwashers.
Great deal! $175-$600/mo.
979-219-3217.

3bd/3ba duplex, big backyard,
close to campus, call 979-693-4900

Brand new Ibd/lba, walking dis-
tance to campus, call
979-693-4900

Luxury condo, close to campus,
brand new, granite countertops,
with wood floors, contact
979-693-4900

Mile from campus, fully fur-
nished, only $500/per room, call
979-693-4900.

Northgate, apartments 1/1, 2/2,
3/2, 3/3 house, walk to campus,
aggievillas.net Call 979-255-5648.

TheAssociation
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AggieHietwork.com

8

Subleasing a single bedroom of a
5bd/5ba duplex in The Cottages
for June and July, close to cam-
pus, $600/mo, furnishings and
utilities included, 586-747-1907.

HELP WANTED

Athletic men for calendars,
books, etc. $100-$200/hr, up
to $1000/day. No experience.
aggieresponse@gmail.com
puzzle answers can be
found on page 2

Newsday Crossword

ACROSS 64 Even a little
1 Gyro bread 65 New Zealander,
5 Grouches informally
10 Dash gauge 66 Invites

14 Antlered beast 67 Gives sparingly

15 The king: Fr. 68 Graphic artist's
16 Repeat stock
17 When Hamlet
first sees a DOWN
ghost 1 HS junior’s
18 "So long!" exam
19 Nuremberg 2 Hankering
negative 3 "So long!"
20 “We're in 4 Washing-
agreement” machine part
23 Likewise 5 Falcon features

24 Prefix for pilot
25 Long view
28 Vacation

6 On a long streak
7 Recital piece
8 Throw out
souvenir 9 ‘Absolutamente”
32 Its 6 Plus was 10 Drill command
unveiled in 2014 11 Nail atest
34 Mark Zuckerberg
title
35 Radar gun no.
38 “We're in
agreement”
42 Atty.
designation
43 Stream like
water
44 Ensign's
affirmative
45 Tot of the '50s
48 Peruvian
pack animal
49 FBI guys
51 Mr. Potato Head
pieces
53 “We're in
agreement"
60 Slow flow
61 Up to
62 Abraham
ancestor
63 Flying pest
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Career Apparel now hiring retail
sales position P/T. Apply in per-
son 4001 E. 29th #82.
979-260-2727.

Cheddar's and Fish Daddy's now
accepting applications. Apply
within. University Dr.

Child Care FT & PT shifts available.
Some nights & Saturdays
required. Apply in person at

3609 E. 29th St., Bryan.

IN AGREEMENT by Billie Truitt
Edited by Stanley Newman
www.stanxwords.com
45 Brimless
toppers
46 Hydrogen's
atomic number
47 Fix, as some
floors
49 Roughnecks
50 Something piped

12 Jeans fabric

13 Traffle sound
21 Informal talk
22 Pothole patch
25 lvy, for instance
26 Wall St. debuts
27 NBA great's

nickname

29 Indecorous through malls
display 52 Outcries

30 Female lobster 53 Meditation

31 Scintilla on a mat

33 Latvian lucre
35It'seastof
Tempe

54 Leg muscle,
forshort
55 Proverbs

36 Strait-laced preposition

37 Olympian queen 56 Slanted, for

39 Close-mouthed short

40 First unelected 57 Gain admission
president 58 Aggressive

41 Third-largest type
Nordic city 59 The thing here
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Cleaning commercial buildings
at night, M-F. Call 979-823-5031
for interview.

Little Guys Movers now hiring
FT/PT employees. Must be at least
21 wi/valid D.L. Apply in person at
3209 Earl Rudder Freeway.
979-693-6683.

Part-time office assistant needed
ASAP for busy real estate office,
Monday through Friday
12:00-5:00pm, Equity Real Estate
201 Wellborn Road, apply in per-

The Corner now hiring waitresses
for all shifts. Come by in person
to apply.

Tutors wanted for all subjects
currently taught at TAMU/ Blinn
and Sam Houston State starting
at$10/hour. Apply on-line @
www.99Tutors.com,
979-268-8867.

You want to make a difference
on campus while getting paid to
do it. SSC Grounds Management
has student employment oppor-
tunities on campus for those in-
terested in water conservation,
composting, fine horticulture, ar-
boriculture, floriculture, construc-
tion or athletic turf. Applications
accepted at 600 Agronomy Rd.
(Facility Services bldg.) Suite 120,
College Station, TX 77843-1371.

MUSIC

Private Piano/Voice Instruction.
Pianist for Weddings and Special
Events. Call Scott today at
979-204-0447.
www.brazosmusicgroup.com

CKC Weimaraner puppies, males
& females, silvers & blues, 8
weeks, $500. 979-220-2285.

REAL ESTATE

B/CS. Sell/Buy/Invest! Michael
McGrann TAMU'93 Civil
Engineering 979-739-2035,

m ike@agg ierea ltor.com

Nadia McGrann 979-777-6211,
Town&Country Realty.

Honda 2010 Civic 4-dorr,
one-owner, 32500miles, excellent
condition, $12500, 979-777-6211.

TUTORS

Need a Tutor? Friendly, helpful
one-on-one private tutors for all
subjects at TAMU/Blinn and Sam
Houston State. Check us out at
www.99tutors.com, 979-268-8867.

Aggieland2015

It's not too late
to order your copy of the
2015 Aggieiand yearbook.
The 113th edition of Texas
A&M's official yearbook will
chronicle the 2014-2015
school year - traditions,
academics, athletics, the
other education, the Corps,
Greeks, residence halls,
campus organizations, and
student portraits. Distribution
will be in Fall 2015.

By credit card go online to
http://aggieland.tamu.edu
or call 979-845-2613. Or
drop by the Student Media
office in Suite L400

of the MSC.

Aggieland2015
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