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Prof explores art through music, science
The Battalion rpnnrtpr Amanda to come and play a part of it asThe Battalion reporter Amanda 
Talbot sits down with visualization 
and multimedia professor Sherman 
Finch, who has an interactive art 
piece on display at post-studio 
projects in downtown Houston. The 
piece will be on display until after a 
reception at 6p.m. Feb. 7.

THE BATTALION: How would 
you describe your "Sym
phonic Infinitum" piece in 
Houston?
FINCH: The work is just, it's like 
an assemblage kind of hybrid 
artwork that basically is kind 
of seeking to explore what we 
know, perceptually visualize and 
then what we perceptually hear. 
Basically it kind of stems from a 
passion that I've had for a long 
time of sound and especially 
also of an affection that I've 
had for artists like John Cage. 
Even the body of work actually 
kind of comes from a statement 
that John Cage said, which is 
basically if you develop an ear 
for sounds that are musical it is 
likely that you're going to start 
to develop a kind of preconcep
tion or an ego and in doing so 
you start to refuse the sounds 
that are not musical and then 
cut yourself off from these 
different experiences that you 
can have in the world, and I find 
that fascinating. It kind of takes 
me back to those days of when 
you’re a young kid running down 
the street with a stick and, you 
know, letting it basically go off 
the fence posts and hear that 
rattling that starts to happen. 
This kind of seeks to explore 
that, but also gets into it from 
not just a visual idea but also 
touches on a lot of conceptual 
art and the way that we look 
at conceptual art and the way 
we interact with conceptual art. 
Also kind of invites the viewer

and play a part of it as 
well. So they can kind of walk 
to these pieces and basically 
spin them and they range from 
basically simple interactions and 
then kind of build up to this very 
immersive experience that can 
happen.

THE BATTALION: Do you 
typically create pieces that 
require physical participation 
on the viewer's part, or is this 
new for you?
FINCH: I woulcAay that there 
are parts of this work that are 
definitely new for me, that even 
a little bit of the process which I 
kind of call a fabrication process, 
but I am not a newcomer to this 
type of work — this is work that 
grew out of an affection that I 
had toward sound and I'm also 
a musician, maybe I should say 
frustrated musician. But I had 
much more of an affinity toward 
art and a lot more success in 
that area. So this great desire 
to want to put these two things 
together has kind of become 
that mother of necessity or 
something like that. I've been, 
throughout my body of artwork, 
have been doing things like this.
I have been experimenting with 
getting the viewer to participate.

THE BATTALION: What do 
you mean by fabrication 
process?
FINCH:Thefabrication process 
is basically kind of like bringing 
in industrial ideas and engineer
ing ideas and that kind of falls 
outside of my realm of exper
tise, so in a way even though 
the vision of the work is coming 
from one person, I've been col
laborating with certain individu
als so that I could get certain 
aspects of the pieces created. 
I've worked with a lot of fabrica

Sherman Finch's piece will be on display until Feb. 7.

tion labs in helping to develop 
this work, but then after every
thing being put together, the 
painting and the designing of it 
is all coming from me. There's 
working with the different types 
of fab labs that I've had the 
opportunity to work with, which 
has been great. One of the fab 
labs being the digital fab lab and 
Chris Polk. And there's another 
one that’s downtown, which is 
the TXR and there's another one 
in Alfred in upstate New York.

THE BATTALION: What do 
you hope to accomplish 
through visitor participation?
FINCH: What I hope to ac
complish is just to engage 
the viewer, see them interact 
with the work and get to kind 
of see how they, you know, 
explore these new ideas, these 
new experiences. Really it's a 
lot about exploration. I get to 
kind of view human nature in a 
way. You know what happens 
when they're confronted with

something that's very simple in 
nature and very simple in form 
and yet it's mechanics. Watch 
them witness the mechanics 
of it. I get the joy out of seeing 
people play. I myself, obviously, 
that's where I'm putting myself. 
I am even really curious to how 
people are going to react to the 
work and I have been bringing 
people to the studio to kind 
of see how they react. And 
there's all these different reac
tions. Some people get really 
floored by their work or they 
run away — it's just too much 
for them. You hope that people 
get a specific walk away from 
the work, but I feel like I have 
my intentions of why I made 
the work even for myself, you 
know, my love of both art and 
both science and technology 
and that interplay there and kind 
of being really able to kind of 
step outside of what I see as 
the normal way of building ait 
and I'm trying to really explore 
that and I want to share that.
But that doesn't mean that ev

erybody is going to accept your 
point of view, but it's not going 
to stop me from exploring it. I'm 
just fascinated by it. I want to 
keep on going.

THE BATTALION: Is explora
tion your goal of this piece?
FINCH: Yeah, it's a lot about 
exploration. Where are we?
How can the mind perceive or 
catch movement and then from 
there where does the mind pick 
up on sounds that are happen
ing? And in this work there 
are sounds that are happening 
both acoustically and then there 
are sounds that are happening 
digitally and that's kind of like a 
little secret that we're keeping 
from people — away from the 
viewer. Because there are elec
tronics that are in the back that 
are also playing an interesting 
role in the work itself by sensing 
and monitoring when the ball is 
knocked into themselves and 
then sending signals in different 
places to different speakers.

BLACK HISTORY
CONTINUED

Annie Williams, director 
of service and outreach for 
the Black Student Alliance 
Council, said it’s important 
to study history — black his
tory included — because it is 
essential to know how society 
got where it is today.
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“Black history is Ameri
can history,” Williams said. 
“It’s important to know how 
we got to where we are, to 
know who got us here so we 
can continue to work for the 
future.”

BSAC President Chel
sea Jones said it would be 
nice to see events continued 
throughout the year, not just 
in Febmary.

“It’d be nice to see black 
history continue after the 
month of February,” Jones 
said. “I feel like I lose some 
of my spark after the month 
ends. I think we should try to 
keep it going throughout the

whole year.”
Jones said the BSAC will 

hold events throughout the 
week, including a surprise 
kick-off event at noon Mon
day in Rudder Plaza.

Other events the BSAC

will host throughout this 
week include a black cinema 
night and a symposium titled 
“State of the Black Aggie.” 

Michelle Gunter, president 
of the Texas A&M Black Law 
Student Association, said the

BLSA would also host events 
at the law school throughout 
the week, kicking off with 
a day of silence Monday in 
honor of victims of police 
violence. . (
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$10 for 20 words running 5 days, if your merchandise is priced $1,000 or less (price must appear in ad). This rate applies only 
to non-commercial advertisers offering personal possessions for sale. Guaranteed results or you get an additional 5 days at 
no charge. If item doesn't sell, adveitiser must call before 1 p.m. on the day the ad is scheduled to end to qualify for the 5 
additional insertions at no charge. No refunds will be made if your ad is cancelled early.

FOR RENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

I buy vehicles, motorcycles, etc.; 
working, nonworking, or 
wrecked. 979-778-1121.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Romantic Getaways & Engage
ments, secluded cabin suites. All 
Day, All Night, www.7flodge.com 
979-690-0073.

Rooms available for all occasions 
and weekends, call 979-587-2550.

FOR RENT

2-3/bedroom apartments. Some 
with W/D, some on College Main, 
remodeled with dishwashers. 
Great deal! $175-$600/mo. 
979-219-3217.

3bd/3ba duplex, big backyard, 
close to campus, call 979-693-4900

Brand new Ibd/lba, walking dis
tance to campus, call 
979-693-4900

Luxury condo, close to campus, 
brand new, granite countertops, 
with wood floors, contact 
979-693-4900

Mile from campus, fully fur
nished, only $500/per room, call 
979-693-4900.

Northgate, apartments 1/1, 2/2, 
3/2, 3/3 house, walk to campus, 
aggievillas.net Call 979-255-5648.
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Subleasing a single bedroom of a 
5bd/5ba duplex in The Cottages 
for June and July, close to cam
pus, $600/mo, furnishings and 
utilities included, 586-747-1907.

HELP WANTED

Athletic men for calendars, 
books, etc. $100-$200/hr, up 
to $1000/day. No experience, 
agg ieresponse@gma i I .com

Newsday Crossword

ACROSS
1 Resorts with 

hot springs
5’'Shoo!''
9 Mimicked

13 One of days
(eventually)

14 Approximately
15 Stash away
16 “Yes , Bob!''
17 Pre-trial court 

payment
18 Architect's 

drawing
19 Tough-to-hit 

pitch
22 Physicians:

Abbr.
23 Hearing organ
24 Get paroled
26 Rattan chair

crafters
30 Sculpture on 

a pedestal
32 Tilts a bit
33 The thing 

over there
34 Waterproof 

canvas covering
37 Desert-dry
38 Construction-site 

lifting machine
39 Admired person
40 Fishing rod
41 Feels unwell
42 West Point 

freshman
43 Talking bird
45 Looked 

closely (at)
46 Stashed away
48 Catch sight of
49 __________ -de-sac
50 Crime-scene 

evidence
57 Army division
59 Person, place, 

or thing
60 Scattered seeds

61 Elaborate party
.62 Tiny pantry 

pests
63 Fake name
64 Very pale
65 Misplace
66 Camper's 

shelter

DOWN
1 Lower leg
2 Where Lima 

is capital
3 “Be with you

in__!”
4 People on a 

quest
5 Clearheaded
6 Alaskan king__

(seafood)
7 Saudi Arabia's 

continent
8 Turnpike 

payment site

Career Apparel now hiring retail 
sales position P/T. Apply in per
son 4001 E. 29th #82. 
979-260-2727.

Cheddar's and Fish Daddy's now 
accepting applications. Apply 
within. University Dr.

Child Care FT & PT shifts available. 
Some nights & Saturdays 
required. Apply in person at 
3609 E. 29th St., Bryan.

HAND-CRAFTED by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwonds.com 
9 Cleopatra’s 36 Said “Not guilty,’’ 

snake perhaps
10 Hand-examining 38 Bright red bird

seer 42 Gets a secret
11 Escape from glimpse of
12 Jam-packed
13 Scolding 

sound
20 __________ Vegas, NV
21 Parking area
25 Not worth doing
26 Applaud
27 Aviation prefix 

for dynamic
28 Manicurist's 

bottle
29 Make beloved
30 “Thou__not

steal"
31 Turns brown 

from the sun
33 Threesome
35 After-bath 

garment

44 Touchdown 
caller, for short

45 Pay-__-view
movie

46 Deep-sea diveris 
gear

47 Yellowfin and 
albacore

48 Sight or hearing
51 Prohibited thing
52 Courage, 

informally
53 Performer's part
54 Victorious shout
55 Well-groomed
56 Football six-pt. 

plays
58 Your, in the 

Bible

Cleaning commercial buildings 
at night, M-F. Call 979-823-5031 
for interview.

Little Guys Movers now hiring 
FT/PT employees. Must be at least 
21 w/valid D.L. Apply in person at 
3209 Earl Rudder Freeway. 
979-693-6683.

Part-time office assistant needed 
ASAP for busy real estate office, 
Monday through Friday 
12:00-5:00pm, Equity Real Estate 
201 Wellborn Road, apply in per
son.

Sales person needed, full-time or 
possibly part-time, if you like 
home design and/or architecture 
this could be a great position for 
you, 979-574-7474.

The Corner now hiring waitresses 
for all shifts. Come by in person 
to apply.

Tutors wanted for all subjects 
currently taught at TAMU/ Blinn 
and Sam Houston State starting 
at $10/hour. Apply on-line @ 
www.99Tutors.com,
979-268-8867.

You want to make a difference 
on campus while getting paid to 
do it. SSC Grounds Management 
has student employment oppor
tunities on campus for those in
terested in water conservation, 
composting, fine horticulture, ar
boriculture, floriculture, construc
tion or athletic turf. Applications 
accepted at 600 Agronomy Rd. 
(Facility Services bldg.) Suite 120, 
College Station, TX 77843-1371.

MUSIC

CKC Weimaraner puppies, males 
& females, silvers & blues, 8 
weeks, $500. 979-220-2285.

REAL ESTATE

B/CS. Sell/Buy/Invest! Michael 
McGrann TAMU'93 Civil 
Engineering 979-739-2035, 
m ike@aggierea ltor.com 
Nadia McGrann 979-777-6211, 
Town&Country Realty.

Honda 2010 Civic 4-dorr, 
one-owner, 32500miles, excellent 
condition, $12500, 979-777-6211.

TUTORS

Need a Tutor? Friendiy, helpful 
one-on-one private tutors for all 
subjects at TAMU/Blinn and Sam 
Houston State. Check us out at 
www.99tutors.com, 979-268-8867.

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2015 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDSeAOL.COM 2/2/15

Private Piano/Voice Instruction. 
Pianist for Weddings and Special 
Events. Call Scott today at 
979-204-0447.
www. brazos m us icg roup .com
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