
Tuesday, July 20, 2004 THE BATTALK

Puppy love Labor board votes to send
conflict to speedy arbitratio

By Jennifer Peter
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON - The contract dispute between the 
city and its police union is headed to immediate, 
expedited arbitration, raising the possibility that 
the conflict will be resolved before next week's 
Democratic National Convention.

The state’s labor management board voted 
unanimously Monday to send the issue to arbi
tration, where a ruling would be binding and 
cannot be appealed. But while the step suggested 
a resolution to the two-year-old disagreement, it 
also hinted at larger pro
tests at the convention.

The Boston Police 
Patrolmen’s Association has 
been without a contract and 
has threatened to disrupt the 
convention festivities by set
ting up picket lines at events 
attended by Boston Mayor 
Thomas Menino, includ
ing the 29 delegation parties 
scheduled for Sunday night.

The police association 
opposes allowing a third- 
party arbitrator to resolve 
the dispute, saying that 
would usurp the union 
members’ ability to vote on 
a new contract.

Union president Thomas 
Nee called the labor board's 
vote “absolutely outrageous,” 
pointing out that the Joint Labor 
Management Committee voted 
on the matter last week and 
opted not to send the matter to 
expedited arbitration. Nee said

The labor board’s 3-0 vote included bn 
members representing organized labor.; 
panel assigned independent arbitrator Lawre 
T. Holden to report back with a contract 
Thursday. The convention is scheduled to be 
July 26, four days later, at the FleetCenter.
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Junior business management major, Anthony 
Kendt plays with two of his pit bull puppies

at his house Monday. The puppies are eight 
weeks old.

the union would escalate its protest for the convention 
and would reconsider its decision not to picket outside 
the convention site itself.

The police are asking for a pay increase of 17 
percent over four years, while the city is offering 
1 1.9 percent.
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12998 Texas Avenue South 
College Station 
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* UV Free Tanning *Tan in 60 seconds
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One Month Unlimited Tanning Off Mystic Tan Visit
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Welcome Back Student Special
Bring 4 students and play for $80 anytime

Expires 08-31-04
Present your student I.D. and 
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Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 
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Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)
Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 

104 Texas Avenue S, Ste. 200 846-6117
(Office above Aggieland Kiva. Next to Applebee’s) 

Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.
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LOS ANGELES - The 
company behind the Napster 
2.0 online music service said 
Monday it has signed agree
ments with several universities 
to offer students its digital song 
subscription program.

Beginning in the fall, stu
dents at Cornell University, 
The George Washington 
University, Middlebury 
College, the University of 
Miami, The University of 
Southern California and 
Wright State University will 
have access to the service 
through the schools, the com
pany said.

The Napster deals are one 
of many steps colleges nation
wide are taking to discour
age illegal music file-sharing 
among students.

Like previous deals struck 
earlier this year by Napster 
with Penn State University and 
the University of Rochester in 
New York, the institutions will 
receive access to unlimited 
streaming and song downloads 
at a discount.
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Students must still 
N aps t e r \s regu lar 99-cent ck 
for a permanent download 
they wish to bum the 
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A Napster spokeswoi- 
declined to specify the eili 
of the discounts given 
universities.

The company estimates!! 
more than 150,000 univers; 
students will be able toi 
access to Napster throughl!f 
schools in the fall.

Software maker 
Inc. launched b 
2.0 in October. The Sat 
Clara, Cal if.-based compi j 
acquired the Napster to 
from the ashes of theft 
pioneer file-swapping s( 
vice, which was forced 
shut down in 2001 afiei 
protracted legal battle* 
recording companies. |
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