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major, said that bettering 
A&M’s campus will be a 
recruitment tool for the Unfa 

“I think that itwasagood: 
on the MSC and the Unive,- 
part because (the Flag l 
looked so dated that it could 
students from wanting toi 
here,” Slocum said. “I meat 
the center of campus.”
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YOU COULD HAVE AN STD 
AND NOT KNOW IT!

IF YOU'RE SEXUALLY ACTIVE YOU ARE 
AT RISK - EVEN IF YOU ARE USING CONDOMS.

STD Testing - Free & Confidential
Call our Registered Nurse to make an appointment

695-9193
205 Brentwood, College Station
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r°>?- Free Rent
Or Special Rates

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments, Internet Available

Starting at $395

lincolnsquareapts.com
313 Lincoln, College Station

LINCOLN SQUARE
693-2720

Why bother with parking 
when you can walk

to TAMU?
- New LOWER prices 

- Only 2 blocks from TAMU 
- Now preleasing for summer/fall

Casa Del Sol
696-3455
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Marine says he did not desert post Chief
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By Matthew Barakat
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

QUANTICO, Va. — Cpl. Wassef AH Hassoun, 
the Marine who disappeared under mysterious 
circumstances while on duty in Iraq, insisted on 
Monday that he was captured by insurgents and 
that he is still a loyal Marine.

“I did not desert my post,” he told reporters out
side Quantico Marine Corps Base. “I was captured 
and held against my will by anti-coalition forces 
for 19 days. This was a very difficult and challeng
ing time for me.”

He did not answer any questions during his 
brief appearance. He was joined by his brother, 
who arrived from Utah.

“I would like to tell all the Marines as well 
as all those others serving in Iraq to keep their 
heads up and spirits high. Once a Marine, 
always a Marine, Semper Fi,” Hassoun said, 
invoking the Marine Corps motto, Latin for 
“always faithful.”

Marine spokesman Lt. Col. Dave Lapan said 
the Marine Corps was not in a position to confirm 
or refute Hassoun’s claim.

Hassoun, 24, of West Jordan, Utah, disappeared 
June 20 from his base near the troubled Iraqi city 
of Fallujah and turned up unharmed at the U.S. 
Embassy in Beirut on July 8. It remains unclear 
how he traveled from Iraq to Lebanon, where he 
was bom and still has some relatives.

On June 27, Arab television showed a video
tape of a blindfolded Hassoun, a sword hanging 
over his head. At one point during his disappear
ance, a group claiming to represent his captors 
announced that he had been beheaded after being 
lured from the base by a love affair.

The military is investigating whether the report
ed kidnapping was a hoax and whether the Muslim 
Hassoun deserted his unit.

Hassoun is in the midst of what the Marines call 
a “repatriation process" in which he is debriefed 
and given time to decompress and avoid the media 
spotlight, officials said.

Hassoun arrived at Quantico on Friday after six 
days of medical evaluation at a military hospital 
in Germany. In the coming days, he will leave 
Quantico for Camp Lejeune, N.C., his home base, 
Lapan said. He will continue the repatriation pro
cess there, Lapan said.
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so students should have more 
convenient access to our office,” 
Bresciani said.

Kathy DiSanto, an adminis
trative assistant who helped plan 
the event, said being in a high- 
traffic area is important.

“At the Office of the Vice 
President of Student Affairs, 
students are our main interest,” 
DiSanto said. “We have an open 
door policy and we want students

to feel comfortable in our office.”
The vice president for stu

dent affairs serves as a senior 
administration officer of the 
University and oversees several 
departments focused on provid
ing a high quality environment 
to students to promote success, 
Bresciani said.

"Thisisthestudents’University; 
we’re here to serve students and 
we want them to know where 
we are and that they’re welcome 
here,” DiSanto said.

Bresciani said he hopes fac
ulty and staff will reference the

new location in their interactions 
with students this summer.

“We want students to be 
familiar with our location,” 
Bresciani said. “It's an incred
ible improvement in terms of 
accessibility.”

There may be a similar event 
held in the fall when more 
students are on campus, but 
nothing has been planned yet, 
Kelley said.

“We want students to know 
where we’re located so that they 
can utilize services in student 
affairs,” Kelley said.
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“We use metal deles! 0 |ie u 
ground penetrating radai!,^ |ie 
magnetics to find buried .T 
crete, iron and disturbed'
Everett said. “We’re lookiii; 
underground fortification! I 
we would then build mapsi-j 
subsurface structures.”

Everett said that unlike j 
lar research conducted at Ik:I 
of Custer’s last stand alii 
Big Horn, which changeej 
way historians have viewed J 
battle “this will give usadl 
picture of the battle, butthea 
shouldn't change too mud j 

Everett said there is pif] 
inary interest in doing si 
research at San Jacinto.

“There are a lot of lintel 
down there,” Everett said.“Tl 
a lot of potential for consln 
the history of that particular!!
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he held driven from Saudi Arabia into Iraq.
The fuel tanker attack on the police station 

in the Seidiyeh neighborhood of Baghdad 
took place just after 8 a.m., as police gathered 
to receive their daily assignments.

“We were all standing in a row, listening 
to our officer as he gave us our assignment 
for the day,” said Mehdi Salah Abed Ali, 32, 
lying in a bed at al-Yarmuk hospital with his 
leg bandaged.

The police station was fenced in, and the 
tanker exploded about 500 feet away in the

middle of the neighborhood. The attack killed 
nine people and wounded at least 60, said 
Saad al-Amili, a Health Ministry official.

The tanker’s presence in the industrial 
area did not raise concerns until it started 
speeding toward the police station, said 
Ahmed Nouri, who works at a nearby 
car wash.

“I was standing with a friend when we 
saw the tanker speeding in an unnatural 
way,” Nouri said, describing the driver as a 
young man with a light beard.

After the attack, protesters gathered and 
chanted, “Long live Saddam!” before police 
dispersed them by firing in the air.

Militants have used near-constant car

bombs, sabotage, assassinations 
nappings as weapons in their 15-moi 
insurgency. They increasingly have tars 
police and local officials to try to destat 
the interim Iraqi government and pc 
those it considers collaborators withtb 
forces who drove Saddam Hussein 
power last year.

Monday’s attack was the fourthsinctl 
14. At least 31 people have been killet 

On Sunday, two car bombs inTikril 
two police officers and wounded fiveol 

On Thursday, attackers detonated i 
bomb near police and government built 
in the western city of Haditha, kill® 
Iraqis and wounding about 40.
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close to campus... far from ordinary.
coming august 2004 

www.warehouseapartments.com

Billiards Rooms 
Heated Swimming Pool 
Championship Intramural Teams

1 Block from Campus in the 
historic Northgate district 
Surround-Sound movie 
theater
24-Hour Fitness Center

On the edge of the Texas A&M campus and only 
minutes from Biinn College, The Tradition at 
Northgate is in the middle of student life in 
Aggieland and has everything you need in one 
unique community. The award-winning Residence 
Life staff, pool and fitness center, our very own 
on-site Edge Cafe, surround-sound movie theater 
and attached parking garage are just a lew of the 
things that make us Aggieland's finest housing 
facility.

Corne Live The Tradition in Aggieland..
Where Great Memories & Friendships 

Last a Lifetime.

Special Programs at 
Discounted Group Rates

Engineering Majors 
Honors Students

Sorority Members 
Any Group of 10 or more!
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Yen Hai Cai, Webmaster
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College Station, TX 7/840. POSTMASTER: Senttf 
changes to The fiatta/lon, Texas A&M IM 
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-1111.
News: The Battalion news department Is Mif 
students at Texas A&M University in die DW 
Student Media. News offices are in 014 
McDonald Building. Newsroom phone: 845#] 
845-2647; E-mail: newsthebattalion.net; B 
http://www.thebatt.com 
Advertising: Publication
sponsorship or endorsement by IheBattalmM 
pus, local, and national display advertising, uP 
2696. For classified advertising, call 845k 
Advertising offices are in 015 Reed McDort 
office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday. Fax: 845-2678.
Subscriptions: A part of the Student ServteRF
ties each Texas A&M student to pick up a si# 
The Battalion. First copy free, additional t# 
Mail subscriptions are $60 per school year# 
fall or spring semester and $17.50 fortlie# 
charge by Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or 
Express, call 845-2613.
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