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Aggies look ‘super’
A&M one step closer to College World Series

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Justin Ruggiano waited until 
the brink of defeat to ruin 
Rice’s opportunity to defend 
its national title.

Ruggiano knocked the 
defending College World 
Series champs out of the 
NCAA tournament with a 
grand slam off Philip 
Humber in the eighth inning 
to send Texas A&M past 
Rice 7-5 Sunday.

“I was swinging for the 
first pitch fastball,” 
Ruggiano said. "Luckily he 
gave it to me.”

The Aggies (42-20) 
advance to a best-of-three 
super regional next weekend 
against LSU.

The Owls (46-14) lost to 
Texas Southern 4-3 on 
Friday night, sending them

to the loser’s bracket. They 
beat Texas A&M 3-1 earli
er Sunday to face the 
rematch.

But the Owls’ couldn’t 
pull out another victory, 
making it the first time in 
four years that Rice had not 
advanced out of its own 
NCAA regional at 
Reckling Park.

“It was a great baseball 
game,” Rice head coach 
Wayne Graham said. 
"Texas A&M definitely 
deserved to win it.”

Kyle Nicholson (3-0) got 
the victory in relief. Humber 
(13-4) took the loss in relief, 
giving up five hits and four 
earned runs in 2 1-3 innings.

Rice (46-14) took a 5-3 
lead in the top of the eighth 
when Matt Cavanaugh and 
Paul Janish scored on a sin

gle by Adam Rogers.
But Craig Stinson, John 

Infante and Travis Bartek 
all singled for the Aggies to 
load the bases in the bot
tom of the eighth. 
Ruggiano then hit his first 
pitch from Humber for the 
grand slam that proved to 
be the difference.

Rice starter Josh Baker 
got off to a fast start, retiring 
the first 10 batters that he 
faced and the Owls took an 
early lead when Rogers 
scored on a sacrifice fly by 
Clay Reichenbach.

Cliff Pennington, named 
the tournament’s Most 
Outstanding Player, got 
Texas A&M’s first run when 
he walked and then scored 
on Austin Boggs’ single in 
the fourth.

“Today was awesome,”

Pennington said,” It feels 
nice.”

Boggs was forced to 
leave the game in the sixth 
inning when he collapsed 
from dehydration while fac
ing a 2-2 count. Pinch hitter 
Matt Alexander stepped in 
and doubled to score 
Pennington and give the 
Aggies a 2-1 lead.

“Matt will remember 
that for a long time and I 
will to,” A&M head coach 
Mark Johnson said. “It was 
a big hit.”

Coby Mavroulis’ sacrifice 
fly later that inning scored 
Cory Patton to give the 
Aggies a 3-1 lead.

Rice’s Clay Reichenbach

See Baseball on page 4

NCAA Baseball 
Super Regional 

Pairings
Texas vs. 
Vanderbilt

Florida State vs. 
Arkansas

Long Beach State vs. 
Arizona

Georgia vs. 
Georgia Tech

South Carolina vs. 
Winner of East Carolina 

Regional

Tulane vs.
Cal State Fullerton

Texas A&M vs. 
Louisiana State

Florida vs.
Miami

Brian Wills • THE BATTALION

Sophomore shortstop Cliff Pennington fields a ground ball Friday night against Lamar 
University. Pennington earned honors as the tournament’s most outstanding player 
Sunday. Pennington went 8-13 with four RBI’s and eight runs scored this weekend.

Brian Wills • THE BATTALION

A&M secondbaseman Eric Schindewolf makes a throw to first baseman Coby 
Mavroulis against the Rice Owls. Schindewolf finished Sunday’s second game 1-4 at 
the plate in the 7-5 win.

Applying to Pharmacy School for 
2005 Entrance?

R
June 8lh, Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. Sept. 13th, Monday, 3:00 p.m. 
June 14lh, Monday, 10:00 a.m. Oct. 12th, Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. 
July 14th, Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. Nov. 11th, Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

Nov. 15th, Monday, 2:00 p.m.

Let us be your partner throughout the 
application process. Contact the Office of 
Professional School Advising at 847-8938 
or come by the office, Academic 205, to 
sign up for a Pharmacy School 
Application Workshop.

UNIVERSITY

for more info go to: http://academyarts.tamu.edu

PERFORMANCE
"Celebration & Reflection" CEDIFC 

7:30 pm, Monday, June 7, 2004, Rudder Theatre J LIV1L ij

Opening chamber music concert 
performed by TMF artist / facul 

including the Marian Anderson String Quart 
saxophonist Karen Wylie and cellist Vagram Saradjian.

Works by David Ashley White, Ludwig van Beethoven,
Coleridge Taylor Perkins, Dmitri Shostakovich.

jfkfls Mmk Fm&ml Jjl e2004
sponsored by

The Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts | Dept, of Performance Studies 
The Memorial Student Center | The University Honors Program 

Office of the President, Texas A&M University j Arts Council of Brazos Valley

MSC OPAS 2004-2005 MAIN STAGE SEASON

THE FOREIGNER 
HUBBARD STREET DANCE 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
YO-YO MA & EMMANUEL AX

sponsored by Wells Fargo

GISELLE
THE FULL MONTY 

PRAGUE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
MISS SAIGON

sponsored by Scott & White Health Plan

42ND STREET 
AIDA

It’s Not Too Late to
SUBSCRIBE
and get the best seats to the best shows!

memm
enlighten | entertain \ inspire

Register for OPAS tickets 
when registering for classes. 
Logon to www.MSCOPAS.org 

for more information!

SUBSCRIBE NOW! VISIT THE MSC BOX OFFICE!
call 845-1234 or logon to www.MSCOPAS.org

3iled AP reports

http://academyarts.tamu.edu
http://www.MSCOPAS.org
http://www.MSCOPAS.org

