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Iggie baseball travels to 
i Kansas for Big 12 showdown
lay
«i,ai By Jordan Meserole
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The No. 15 Texas A&M base- 
team will be seeing a mirror

Iection of itself this weekend 
awrence, Kan., when it takes 

oil the University of Kansas. 
:nboSThe A£8>es (27-8, 4-5 Big 

12 and the Jayhawks (22-14-1, 
ll) have similar records, simi- 

mJ overall team stats, key play- 
OOfiMwith similar individual stats 
of ® the same aspirations - get- 
ttlesii tiL to the College World Series, 
isfeld■‘‘It doesn’t matter who your 
ie an opj anent is, you’ve still got to 
peopWout there and get a ‘W,’” said 

head coach Mark Johnson, 
othing is do or die just yet, but 
t still can’t give games away.” 
A&M enters the three-game 
ies after beating Sam 
uston State University 

It: day, 8-3. The Aggies will 
W wB concerned with bettering 

ir conference record, after 
ing two out of three games to 
lahoma State University in 

— tk first weekend of April, and 
A/Hopping two of three games to 
'jil B lor University in the last 

«ekend of March.
• ij Johnson said the team’s 
Sjj Bcent struggle to win is coming 

3 ■the offensive side of the plate. 
HI "We’ve got to put our act 

■gather and get up there and hit 
i e ball better,” Johnson said. 

5 I Ye’ve seen some better pitch- 
| g, but we haven’t seen any- 

011 I ing unbelievable yet that we 
I louldn’t be able to hit.” •
I Much like the Aggies, the 

v Mawks will be intent on 
gf Idding wins to their conference 

void after losing five of six 
lonferencf games.

“Our competition has been

JP Beato III - THE BATTALION
Texas A&M head coach Mark Johnson looks on from A&M's dugout during A&M's 4-1 win over Texas Tech on March 27 
at Olsen Field. The Aggies will face the University of Kansas in a three-game series in Lawrence, Kan., this weekend.

top quality every game all season 
long,” said Kansas head coach 
Ritch Price. “This weekend will 
be no different. A&M is a solid 
team all around and we’ll cer
tainly have to battle to get a win.”

Kansas is expected to send 
senior left-hander Ryan 
Knippschild to the mound 
Friday for the first game of the 
series. Knippschild currently is 
one of Kansas’ top starting pitch
ers with a 3.58 earned run aver
age, 51 strikeouts and 13 walks.

A&M’s mirror version of 
Knippschild, junior left-hander

Zach Jackson, is believed to be 
taking the mound on Friday for 
the Aggies. Jackson enters the 
game with a 3.81 E.R.A, 53 
strikeouts and has only 
allowed 12 bases on balls.

On the offensive side, the 
reflection between the two teams 
becomes a little more obscure. 
Kansas currently sits atop the 
Big 12 with a team batting aver
age of .343 and 40 home runs, 
while A&M is in the middle of 
its conference rivals with a .310 
average and 19 home runs.

“You can’t put up 15 runs

every game and shouldn’t have 
to,” said A&M sophomore first 
baseman Coby Mavroulis. “You 
just have to go out there and do 
whatever it takes to win.”

Price said the team goal for 
the weekend is to walk away 
with at least two wins, but he 
knows just as well as the Aggies 
do that the task won’t be easy.

“You can go into any Big 12 
series thinking that you’re going 
to get a easy win or sweep,’7 
Price said. “But all you’re doing 
is setting yourself up for a longer 
weekend than you could expect.”
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A&M women’s 
tennis heads to 
Baylor Thursday

By Jon Gilbert
THE BATTALION

The Aggie lady netters have 
responded to every challenge 
they have faced this season. 
Now, head coach Bobby 
Kleinecke needs to stand up to 
the challenge that No. 44 Baylor 
University is going to give his 
team this Thursday in Waco.

A&M will face Baylor at 6 
p.m. at the Baylor Tennis 
Center. The Bears (8-8,4-1 Big 
12) need a win to claim second 
place in the Big 12, with their 
only conference loss coming to 
University of Texas, 7-0, on 
March 4. The Aggies (15-6, 7- 
0) are in a tie with Texas for 
first place in the Big 12.

A&M has won 11 of its 
past 12 matches and have four 
conference matches left, three 
of which are against teams in 
the top five in the Big 12, 
Baylor being one of them.

“Baylor is always a tough 
opponent for us,” Kleinecke 
said. “At times they have 
underachieved, but they are 
playing well right now. I feel 
really good about how our 
team is playing and where we 
stand right now. The girls are 
playing with mental toughness, 
and that has helped this team 
get to where they are now.”

Mental strength has been key 
for A&M all season. The team 
has repeatedly come up strong 
in the clutch, which is some
thing it will need against Baylor, 
Kansas State University, Texas 
and the University of Kansas to

close out the season.
But Kleinecke said the 

Aggies are taking nothing for 
granted, focusing on one 
opponent at a time.

“We’re focused on the next 
one in front of us,” Kleinecke 
said. “We can’t afford to look 
ahead. We need to take them 
one at a time. When we played 
Colorado Sunday, that was our 
biggest match. We have 11 Big 
12 matches, and our goal is to 
win them all.”

Baylor head coach Joey 
Scrivano said his Bears are 
confident coming into their 
match against the Aggies. 
They have won three straight 
and find themselves in a 
groove just in time for the last 
push of the season.

“We’re playing a lot better 
right now,” Scrivano said. 
“We had a tough non-confer
ence schedule and that has 
made us a stronger team. We 
were 2-7 and in a hole, but the 
girls have responded and and 
now we’re .500 again.”

Home court advantage is a 
commodity to have in Big 12 
play, and Baylor will enjoy that 
edge Thursday. These two 
teams are a combined 12-1 on 
their respective home courts 
this season. Yet, Scrivano down
plays the home court advantage.

“Yeah, we hope (home 
court) does (help),” Scrivano 
said. “But, if we don’t come 
out with the right mindset its 
not going to matter. If you 
have the right mindset you 
could play on the moon and it 
wouldn’t really matter.”
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Chinese Restaurant

2232 Texas Ave, S, College Station • 764-0466
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All You Can Eat Buffet Lunch - $4.95 Mon.-Sat. 
Dinner - *6.95 All Day Sun.

1) Pepper Steak 9) Hot To Fu
2) Broccoli Beef 10) Mixed Vegetables
3) General Tso’s Chicken 11) Pork w/Dry To Fu
4) Orange Peel Chicken 1 2) Yu Shan Beef
5) Sesame Chicken 1 3) Crispy Tofu
6) Rung Bo Chicken 14) Moo Shi Pork
7) Cashew Chicken
8) Szechuan Beef

15) Pork w/Sour Mustard

BUY ONE ITEM GET ONE FREE
(from this menu only)

(expires July 31,2004)1

1
■wilt j

2
)9

!1

II

IT MIGHT BE ONE OF
THE LAST THINGS

PARENTS EVER OFFER

TO PAY FOR.
Diplomaframers.com is your ultimate source for diploma frames in styles to fit every budget. Design and order 
rour frame online, in minutes, and insert your diploma later. Get hooked up now at www.diplomaframers.com.

FREE shipping through May 15th
OFFICIALLY LICENSED BY TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Diploma . 
Framers.com

Radio news from the newsroom of

§) THE BATTALION
1:57 p.m. Monday through Friday on KAMU-FM 90.9

College Station/Bryan

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
sponsored by Alpha Phi Omega

Help educate local youth!
For every unit of blood 

donated this week, a book 
will be donated to a local 

school.

A<t>r2 save a [iFE!

April 12-16
Monday — Friday

fctidlclGr Building
10:00am — 4:30pm

Sfoisa
11:30am -- 7:00pm

The Commons
12:00pm — 7:00pm

Bio Bio Building
10:00am — 4:00pm

Zachry Building
10:00am — 3:15pm

Iftlehner Building
10:00am — 4:30pm

(Tuesday and Wednesday only)

Join the challenge and do your 
part to

SEAT T*U«

Better Ingredients • Better Pizza

Thursday Special

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
I Medium 

up to 3-Tbppings or 
Specialty Pizza '8.”

Get a second 
Medium I -Topping 

for only *5.“

1 LARGE 2 MEDIUM
1-TOPPING 2-TOPPINGS
$C 99

pu/only
$ 12."

1 LARGE 1 LARGE
1-TOPPING 1-TOPPING

$8.99

O
s

o>C
O

&

or up to 5 Toppings or up to 5 Toppings
M 1.99 *11.99

Northgate Post Oak Square Center 
601 University Dr. 100 Harvey Rd., Suite D

979-846-3600 979-764-7272

Rock Prairie 
1700 Rock Prairie 

979-680-0508
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Aggie Bucks

Sunday: 1 1 a.m. - midnight 
Monday - Wednesday: 1 1 a.m. - 1 a.m. 

Thursday: 1 t a.m. - 2 a.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 1 1 a.m. - 3 a.m.
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http://www.thebatt.com
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