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Balancing Act
A day in the life of equestrian rider Jennifer Jones

Aggie tennis 
travels to Tuls

By Jordan Meserole
THE BATTALION

As the annoying but familiar 
alarm beeping fills the room at 
6 a.m., Texas A&M senior 
equestrian rider Jennifer Jones 
fights the temptation to hit the 
snooze button.

The five hours of sleep don’t 
seem adequate, but she finds a 
way to get up. And somehow she 
will do it again tomorrow morn
ing and the morning after that.

Having a routine is the only 
way Jones said she can make it 
through each day.

“I’m a person that likes to 
plan ahead,” Jones said. 
“Sometimes I’ll make little notes 
of things I need to get done and 
it ends up turning into pages.”

Of the 70 girls on the team, 
she is one of only three who par
ticipate in western and English 
events. She helped the western 
team achieve its second consecu
tive national championship last 
season, and may be a factor in 
helping both squads win a cham
pionship this year. Jones said she 
not only hopes to win a team 
championship this year, but that 
she can win an individual cham
pionship. Jones made her first 
step toward the trophy recently, 
placing first in the first round of 
individual competition.

As such an accomplished ath
lete, it may seem that Jones 
should be getting an easy ride 
through college. Free clothes, 
free food and free grades - the 
stereotype of student-athletes. 
But she isn’t getting that ride. 
Jones is enrolled in 13 hours this

semester and has to make up any 
tests missed due to traveling. 
Along with the rest of the team, 
Jones has to pay for her competi
tion uniform, which usually costs 
near $1,000. And on top of it all, 
Jones holds down a part-time job.

“Sometimes it gets stressful 
and overwhelming,” Jones said. 
“1 don’t know how, but some 
way I make it through it all.”

Jones said she knows many 
people think that college ath
letes get many benefits just for 
being athletes, but she said that 
notion is far from the truth.

“There might be a few ath
letes who do occasionally get a 
benefit or two, and they’re the 
ones who give us a bad name,” 
Jones said. “But I’m pretty cer
tain that the majority of us don't 
- especially the equestrian girls.”

In between classes and prac
ticing with the team, Jones aver
ages 20 hours a week working for 
the Letterman’s Association. And 
just as with everything else, Jones 
receives no preferential treatment.

There is nothing special to her 
desk; a few pictures sit on the 
comer, a few post-it notes with 
reminders on the wall and a My 
Little Pony that adorns the top of 
the computer monitor. Jones has 
just as much work to perform as 
the other workers, including 
organizing events for the Maroon 
Club and contacting members 
about upcoming events. 
Occasionally when preparing or 
planning for events, Jones will be 
at the office until near midnight 
regardless if she has an early 
morning practice the next day.

“I love to work,” Jones said.

By Kyle Davoust
THE BATTALION

Texas A&M senior equestrian rider Jennifer Jones not only rides for the equestri
an team, but also works part time while finding time for school and a boyfriend.

“I don't mind doing it at all. I 
think I would go crazy if I did
n’t have anything to do.”

Even when the few free 
moments pop up in Jones’ 
schedule, she rarely sits still. 
Nicknamed “Martha Stewart” 
by some of her teammates, she

loves to sew, paint and restore 
antique furniture. And if she's 
not doing something crafty, 
she’s hanging out with her 
boyfriend of two years.

“It’s hard sometimes to coor-

See Jones on page 10

There will be a degree of 
familiarity Tuesday when the 
No. 20 Texas A&M men’s ten
nis team travels to Tulsa, Okla., 
to take on the No. 49 University 
of Tulsa at the Michael D. Case 
Tennis Center. ’

Not only have these teams 
already faced one another 
this year with A&M winning 
4-0 at the ITA National 
Indoor Championships in 
Seattle, Wash., but both have 
also followed similar paths 
since that time.

While A&M’s record (10-3) 
is much better than Tulsa’s (5-4), 
both have limited their losses 
to top-ranked competition. In 
fact, all eight of their com
bined losses have come 
against top-30 competition.

“We’ve always (played 
tough schedules),” said A&M 
head coach Tim Cass. “I don’t 
know what their strategy is. but 
ours has always been to try to 
schedule 12 to 15 top-25 teams 
before the year is out.”

The Golden Hurricane’s 
schedule has included matches 
against four top-10 teams, 
including top-ranked Illinois, 
No. 3 University of Southern 
California No. 6 Rice University 
and No. 9 Stanford University.

With a sc hedule like that, 
wins and losses are probably 
not the best indication of team 
strength. Cass said he under

stands that when e 
team such as Tulsa.

"They’re a very 
Cass said. “About two week 
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Christian University) 
ranked sixth, so it 
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“This team, more I 
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one that internally is capaii 
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(First time customers only) 
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1718 Rock Prairie Rii 
(Prairie Center)

Spa; ^ 'Bautique
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i Hot Oil Manicure i Spa Treatment {
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\ c:ur |Hair Color Service*^ Massage y

,'*10 OFF
' Full Set
l"“*3 OFF"
v Regular Fills

4091 Hwy. 6 South, Ste. B- College Station
Hours: Tues -Thurs. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m,

bpresent coupon. Coupons expire 4-20-04.

690-6200

Ag owned and operated.
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15.00 OFF
Ring Dance Orders
(excludes Budget Sales)
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FabricCare
DESIGNER TUXEDO RENTALS

(979) 764-3101 goob/yeah

:T0% OFFi
Tuxedo
Rental

with this coupon

WEDDINGS
PROM
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM 
FORMAL WEAR ACCESSORIES 

Your Authorized Ascot Dealer

■ Next to Sonic
■ Near College Station Wal-Mart

OIL, LUBE 8 FILTER 
AND TIRE ROTATION

$9000

COMPUTERIZED 
WHEEL - ALIGNMENTnom on
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Cy A PROFESSIONAL NAIL SALON

979-822-1583
Call for a location near you 

261 7 Texas Ave.,Bryan • www.fabriccarebcs.com

Includes: Lube where applicable 
’ New oil filter installed
• Up to 5 quarts Exxon brand oil, most vehicles
• 4 tire rotation

Not valid w/any offer. Expires 05/30/04.

• Most cars, light trucks

Not valid w/any offer. Expires 05/30/04.
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