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COUCH POTHTOES
“Cracking Up’

Monday 7:30 PM on Fox 
Starring Molly Shannon and Jason 

Schwartzman
Fox’s new sitcom, “Cracking Up” might as well have been called 

“When Good Talent Goes Bad.” Created by the funny writer Mike 
White (“School of Rock ” “The Good Girl”) and starring a trio of 
usually amusing character actors, including Molly Shannon, 
Christopher McDonald and Jason Schwartzman, “Cracking Up” is 
derivative, stereotypical and just plain unfunny.

While most sitcoms aren’t known for intricate plots and complex 
characters, “Cracking Up” dives into the deep end of bad TV. The 
audience is quickly introduced to Ben (Schwartzman), a psycholo­
gy student who is assigned to evaluate and work with the youngest 
child of a Beverly Hills family who just happens to be a top donor 
for his university. Ben moves into the family’s guest house and 
quickly realizes his patient happens to be the sanest member of the 
incredibly wacky family.

The writers behind “Cracking Up” must not have too much faith 
in their audiences as they are quick to spell out every little joke and 
milk each gag to death. Audiences know the family is crazy because 
within the first episode, each family member is introduced in a neat 
and orderly procession right along with their “quirks.” These quirks 
help the audience peg each family member into an easy one-dimen­
sional stereotype slot.

Audiences will know Molly Shannon’s character is the alcoholic 
because Ben finds her trying to smash her way into the liquor cabi­
net with yard tools. Audiences will know Christopher McDonald’s 
father is the liar because when Ben confronts him about his infideli­
ty, he denies it even when it becomes apparent he is guilty, switch­
ing the subject to his expensive new SUV.

Nothing, however, compares to the atrocious writing and acting 
involving the children actors. Ben’s young patient is played by 10- 
year-old Bret Loehr. While it’s no surprise that young Loehr is not 
the top actor on the show, he is easily the most unlikable. There is 
nothing remotely appealing about this child actor. If this show has 
any chance at a future, it would be a miracle. If Loehr has any

chance at future acting jobs, it’s a sign of the apocalypse.
It’s his two siblings, however, who take the award for stereotyp­

ical acting that borders on the offensive. Jake Sandvig plays the 
show’s token gay character. The oldest son, Sandvig’s character, 
enjoys shaving his entire body and throwing flirtatious glances 
toward Ben, making it obvious that he’s gay. And if the audience 
still didn’t “get it,” Ben makes a mental note remarking upon his 
repressed homosexuality. Caitlin Wachs plays the family’s Lolita, a 
sexual tease meant to send both the visiting psychologist and male 
audience members into titillation. While it’s nothing new for sit­
coms to enlist the service of an attractive female lead and play up 
her sexiness factor to add eye candy to a bland show, what makes 
Wachs’ portrayal as the naive cheerleader so wrong is the fact that 
the actress is not even 15 years old! Jailbait in every sense of the 
word, Wachs’ role as the family’s daughter should be illegal.

Despite the presence of talented actors such as Shannon and 
Schwartzman, time and again the show falls into the pattern of tra­
ditional schlock and one-note characters. In every episode audiences 
can expect the same thing: Jason Schwartzman feeling uncomfort­
able, Molly Shannon getting drunk and acting wacky, Christopher 
McDonald lying to his children or wife and the children trying too 
hard to fill the sloppy roles written for them.

“Cracking Up” isn’t the worst show on TV today, but it is wast­
ing valuable airtime that could be put to a much better use. The best 
thing that can happen to “Cracking Up” and its audience is for the 
show to quickly be snatched up and destroyed by the Fox executives 
who are notorious for killing shows too soon.
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Countdown to:
Northgate Music Festivl

Hometown:

Austin

Cavas

The quartet 
fuses alterna 
five riffs and 
beats with a 
mystical east­
ern flavor and 
edgy lyrics.

A

You’ll like them if you like:

Better to watch paint dry

M [HU J Si"] Lull KeeP on nippin1
match during "Friends" commercials 

The next "Sopranos" ???

HIH mil mil mu mu Tape It, study it, tell your friends!

Early nineties brit rock band Kula Shaker, 
Cornershop, Godsmack or even Disturbed,1

Catch them
When they perform at Shadow Canyon on 
Thursday night in conjunction with the 
Northgate music festival. The band hitstlie 
stage at 11 p.m.

EAT DEALS EVERY TUESDAY IN THE BATTALION

Bronze Body Tanning Center
Post Oak Village Shopping Center

900 Harvey Rd. MO • College Station, IX 77840 I
(979) 69C ^^

r — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — ——i

I $24 99!

FREE Paraffin Wax for any service from *25.00 & up 

2501 S.Texas Ave. D 104 Next to 4.0 <£ Go, Near Lack’s Furniture " i

764-5693 
764-9582

2406-D Texas Kroger Center, Next to Stein Mart
PRO-NAILS

Tutor] okn

Complete and Professional Nail Care

Tan FREE
one week

One Month 
| Unlimited Tanning j

Exp. 04/13/04 |

www.BronzeBodyBCS.COM

(with purchase of ! 
a *25 lotion)

MANICURE 
& PEDICURE
*23.00

w/co upon

R»g
•27.00

FULL SET

*18.00
MANICURE & PEDICURE 

+ JACUZZI SPA

Reg.
•2200

jj»/coupon j w/coupon
25.00 Reg

•3000

Th is coupon is good for:

FREE TUTORING
Offer £ocxl Monday tkrougk I Itur^diiy, between tke Koutt 

of 4pm and Uprn only. One coupon per person. Expire* 04/O6i04

REFILL

Exp. 04/13/04

Jacuzzi Spa

*17.00
■ w/coupon | w/coupon J w/coupon

U Offers valid only at PRO NAILS with this coupon.
We accept competitors coupons. Expires 08-31 -04

■

*10.00
Solars

*30.00 Rag.
•35.00

Monday Tuesday Wednesday T/iurritafljl

-tpm Physics 201 Physic* 201
SJOpm Ag Eco 317 Math 131 Math 166 Math 13! fil
7pm Stat 303 Physics 202 Stat *03 Physio 202 'j.j
K VI,,,, Math 142 Math 141 Math 142 Math 141
10pm Math 141 Math 142 Math 1324 Math 142 i||

485-8556
707 Texas Avenue, Suite 108E 

wsvsv.tutorjohn.com

‘ df
2998 Texas Avenue South 
College Station 
(979) 764-3101

■ Next to Sonic
■ Near College Station Wal-Mart

Woodstone Center
913 D Harvey M. 

College Station 
680-1493

Ifi --------- ran n v :M P*

" Membership Special

Albertson's Cen
220S longmire 
College Station 

69S6S6S 
(Open at 84m) 

BHarcrest Center 
I88S Bnarcrest Dr.

Bryan
7)1-8200

OIL, LUBE 8 FILTER 
AND TIRE ROTATION

sonoo
WINTERIZE YOOR CAR 

RADIATOR DRAIN 8 FILL

$0095
< ■

19'

Includes: Lube where applicable 
• New oil filter installed

^ I • Up to 5 quarts Exxon brand oil, most vehicles 
4 1 • 4 tire rotation

> On most cars 
• DEX Cool Extra

^ Not valid w/any offer. Expires 03/24/04. j Not valid w/any offer. Expires 03/24/04. I

allA

Month Month 
No Annual Contract

/ S

Celebrity
Spa 'Boutique

MO OFF'
1-

io off"T""*Yoff" j
i Hot Oil Manicure i SpaTreatment

j ”F6"off i""To"off 1

Present this coupon and get
50% OFF any lotion with new membership.

$2 OFF
Full Set
Toff , ------------ ,

vRegular Fills |Hair Color Service^ Massage /'

4091 Hwy. 6 South, Ste. B- College Station • 690-6200

See store for details. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/15/04 |btapi

Hours: Tues -Thurs. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

prtuni coupon. Coupons npirt 4.20-04

CarDoc
(Across from El Chico, next to Pro Tan)

Experience the experienced, not the 
experiment of automotive service.

<Sc i . AfaiA ^
C-y A PROFESSIONAL NAIL SALON

• Spa Pedicure $18 • Acrylic Set $19
• Manicure & Spa Nicure $2S • Acrylic Fill $10
• Solar Set $30 * Eyebrow Wax $6
• Solar Fill $14 • Solar Fill/Pink & White $20

Hours: M-F 9pm-8pm Sat. 9am-7pm
Aggie Bucks Accepted

Phone: 979.694.3636 

www.tntnails.com

* UV Free Tanning

$.

One Month 
(Limit I coupon per semester) 
Good at any location. Expires 04-15-04

COLLEGE STATION BRYAN
680-0055

1605 Texas Ave. S. 
(Culpepper Plaza)

846-4822
4001 East 29th St. 
(Winn Dixie Center)

4 Tire Balance, 
Rotation i 

& Free Bra 
Inspectio

*24.
Reg. *48

204 A Harvey Rd 
College Station

Free Rotation 
Inspection 

ment

99

693-8575
Iwbuck3912@aol.com

Tan Bryan student specials!
Golf Course

AG PLAY DAY
PLAY ALL DAY THURSDAY FOR *15.00

Offer good thru March 31, 2004

Off Mystic Tan Visit
(First time customers only) 

Expires 04-1S-04

COLLEGE STATION

AG SPECIAL
GREEN FEE and CART for just $16.75

Offer good afternoon on Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday or Friday thru March 31, 2004

693-5555 
1718 Rock Prairie Rd 

(Prairie Center)

206 West Villa Maria • 823-0126

www.TotalTanSalons.com
mmm m mm

Offers good with this ad. 
Student rates available on weekends. American Golf Corporation,,

Lot-of-fcin, Lacigh-a-lot
Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 

-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.l 
Fri. (6 p.m.-S p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)
Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 

104 Texas Avenue S, Ste. 200 846-6117
(Office above Aggieliind Kiva. Next to Applebee's) 

Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.

http://www.BronzeBodyBCS.COM
http://www.tntnails.com
mailto:Iwbuck3912@aol.com
http://www.TotalTanSalons.com

