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Head coach Mel Nash celebrates 25 years
In a quarter century, Nash has turned A&M swimming and diving into a winner
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By Jordan Meserole
THE BATTALION

Texas A&M men’s head swimming 
Mel Nash is never hard to 

:ateon the pool deck. His booming 
mice and boisterous laugh resonate 
llroughout the Student Recreation 
ICenter Natatorium. His radiant smile 
(tanbeseen from the other end of the 

and he readily extends his bear- 
hand whenever he sees a new 
Nash can make anyone feel wel- 

bme in what he has called his home 
[fctthe past 25 years.

Foraquarterof a century now. Nash 
tttibeen building an A&M swimming 
jrogram. that was once considered a 

;e. into one of the most respected 
Tams in the nation.

Nash got a phone call from 
lie University 25 years ago, he said he 
ns quite surprised. Nash said he was- 
itsure what to think about the oppor- 
ity initially, especially based on his 

impressions of the school.
‘When 1 had come clown the previ- 

i\ear for a dual meet, the pool was 
toy, we drove through the bad part of 
\m and all I had ever heard about 

were the jokes ” Nash said. "1 
Mt all that impressed.”

After much consideration. Nash 
Keptedthejob. It would be a decision 

would eventually add many more 
rcomplishments to his resume.

Nash began his swimming career 
iiMonroeville. Pa., a small suburb 
of Pittsburgh. Before he graduated 

high school, Nash had earned a 
medal in the Pan American

andairei was named the National
sts, mtvl School Swimmer of the Year 

ami had been a high school All- 
Amehcan for four straight years.

Nash went on to attend Indiana 
feasity, where he would continue to 

. He won eight con- 
tank's,participated in 15 NCAA

Championship finals, earned a gold 
medal in the 1973 World 
Championships and then a bronze 
medal in the 1975 World 
Championships.

With diploma fresh in hand, Nash 
entered the coaching ranks at the 
University of Texas at Arlington. 
Nash was 22 years old at the time, 
making him the youngest head coach 
of any sport in NCAA Division I his
tory. After two years, the university 
.decided to cut the program, leaving 
Nash looking for a job. With A&M 
searching for a new coach, the timing 
couldn’t have been better.

Nash and his wife Carol packed 
their bags in the summer of 1979 and 
headed for College Station. It didn’t 
take them long to fall in love with the 
University and town.

"We were here for about six weeks, 
had gone to about three or four football 
games, and we both suddenly realized 
that we were going to be here a while," 
Nash said. "I felt like this was the place 
I was destined to be.”

In his tenure at A&M, Nash’s teams 
have achieved 147 wins on the men’s 
side and SI wins by the women, both 
school records. Over the previous five 
years. Nash’s dual meet record of 35-8 
is one of the top winning percentages in 
the nation. He has coached 38 All- 
American men and 23 All-American 
women, as well as some w ho have gone 
on to medal in Pan American Games, 
Goodwill Games and U.S. national 
championships.

Assistant coach Jay Holmes, who 
has been Nash’s right-hand man for the 
past 18 years, said Nash's success 
comes largely from his coaching style.

"His instincts are maybe one of the 
best in coaching,” Holmes said. "He 
coaches from his gut a lot.”

Nash has had many athletes come 
to the A&M program with average

See Nash on page 7
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Texas A&AA men's swimming and diving head coach Mel Nash is in his 25th season as head coach at A&M. Nash has a 147-81 dual 
meet record for his career at A&M.
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Relieve the stress of the day with 
any of our professional services.

v Voted Rest in the Brazos Valley
^ W Manicures Pedicures

European Facials « Warm Body Wraps
»’Microdermabrasion « Body Waxing

r Therapeutic Massage ^ Cellulite Treatments

Gift Certificates Available!
alleria^ay/^a

214 ELM AVENUE • (979) 822-5756 • WWW.GALLERIADAYSPA.COM

PeAceWoRKS
WeLLNess CeNTeR 

Massage Therapy • Stretching/Relaxation Classes 
Christian Meditation

Mention this ad and receive
: 20% OFF VISIT or GIFT CERTIFICATE

One coupon per person. Expires 02/29/04.

By Appointment Only • Gift Certificates Available

979-731-8770
2402 Broadmoor, Bldg. A, Ste 103 • Bryan,Texas
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One Performance Only! This Saturday Night at 7:30 PM!

Full of Hot Air

All tickets 
only $7.50!

(and that’s a good thing)
Granted, you normally wouldn’t want to spend your Valentine’s evening with a guy who’s 
full of hot air unless he’s whispering sweet nothings in your ear. While OPAS JR can’t 
promise that, we can promise that Fred Garbo will give you shivers anyway when he 
teams with ballerina Daielma Santos to create a dazzling, colorful world of inflatable 
inventions that will boggle your mind. It’s a stage spectacle not to be missed.
And with $7.50 tickets, you can even afford to bring a date.

ESI opas
Thrrt Dtcadei of Performing Arts

snliqlUn | entertain j inspire

OPAS ]r Generously Supported by: The OPAS Guild
Supporting the arts since f973.

FRED GARBO 
INFLATABLE THEATER CO.

Saturday at 7:30 PM 
Rudder Auditorium

TICKETS
845-1234

www.HSCOPAS.org

Friday. February Id. 2004 
0:00 pm -1:00 am w/ MSC LEAD
Valentines Arts and Crafts Center

in the MSC Flagroom In Collaboration w/ MSC LEAD

Love Actually at 7:00 & 9:45 pm in Rudder Auditorium 
$1 w/ TAMU ID in Collaboration w/ MSC Film Society

Free activities in the MSC Basement: pool, bowling, 
and DDR in Collaboration with Cepheid Variable

FREE FOOD and Drinks!!!

Win great PRIZES such as Gift Cards!!!!
Drawing held at 12:30 am in the MSC Flagroom! 
Must be present to win!

979.845.1515 aggienights.tamu.edu
& For special needs, please contact us 

three days prior to the event at 845-1515.

http://WWW.GALLERIADAYSPA.COM
http://www.HSCOPAS.org

