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Houston nothing more than a 
business trip to Panthers, Patriots

By Eddie Pells
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON — With 
his crisply knotted blue power 
tie and sharply tailored blue 
blazer, Ty Law could’ve been 
mistaken for a CEO.

But no, he’s just a CB — a 
cornerback on a business trip.

Law’s New England Patriots 
and the surprising Carolina 
Panthers began the biggest busi
ness trip of the season Sunday 
when they arrived in Houston to 
start the weeklong countdown to 
the Super Bowl.

“We’re here to do a job,” 
Law explained. “We can go 
hang with the ‘in’ crowd when 
we’re done playing.”

For the better part of the last 
three decades, the NFL’s title 
game has been as much about 
the hoopla leading to kickoff as 
the game itself. The goal for 
the players and coaches has 
been figuring out how to han
dle the distractions and still be 
ready for the game.

Different coaches have han
dled things in different ways. 
Chuck Noll won four titles by 
rarely setting curfews and actu
ally encouraging the Pittsburgh 
Steelers to soak in the atmos
phere. Bill Walsh dressed up 
like a bellman to loosen up the 
49ers on their first Super Bowl 
trip. Other coaches, especially in 
more recent years, have pre
ferred more structure, less fun.

Both John Fox of the 
Panthers and Bill Belichick of

the Patriots were using the busi
ness-trip mantra with their play
ers, and neither was making any 
apologies for it.

“We’re not here to go sightsee
ing, we’re here to play Carolina," 
said Belichick, who led the Pats to 
the title two seasons ago. “I don’t 
know how anyone could take this 
any other way.”

Still, there are perks to mak
ing a Super Bowl. Near the top 
of the list for these teams was a 
respite from the weather.

The Patriots arrived in Texas 
about an hour behind schedule
— “How late are we? A minute? 
Five minutes?” Belichick said
— but not before saying good
bye to about a month straight of 
cold, nasty weather. The temper
ature in Boston on Sunday: 2 
degrees, about 68 degrees colder 
than in Houston.

The Panthers, meanwhile, 
were sent off by about 1(),(XX) fans 
who braved a nasty sleet storm to 
line the streets of Charlotte and 
wish their team luck.

“I woke up this morning 
and was like, ‘It’s snowing?’” 
linebacker Will Witherspoon 
said. “Then, to see all the peo
ple, all the fans, supporting 
you, you just tell yourself, 
‘Man, let’s bring this home. 
Let’s show them what they’re 
out there in the cold for. what 
they’re cheering for.’”

Almost all the Panthers 
brought video cameras to record 
moments from the first Super 
Bowl appearance in the nine- 
year-old franchise’s existence.

The same was true of the 
Patriots, many of whom went 
down this road just two years 
ago, but wanted to capture some 
memories, nonetheless.

Yet despite the moments of 
fun, both teams talked as if 
they’re girding for a hard week 
of work.

“I think everyone has to know 
that this is a business,” Panthers 
receiver Steve Smith said.

The Panthers surprised 
almost everyone and went 14-5 
this season, including playoff 
wins at St. Louis and 
Philadelphia, to make it to the 
Super Bowl.

Carolina is a 7-point under
dog against New England, which 
is on a 14-game winning streak, a 
run equaled only by the 1972 
Miami Dolphins, who went 17-0.

“Fourteen straight wins, it’s 
pretty incredible,” Patriots quar
terback Tom Brady said.

But he knows if they don’t 
get the 15th. it will be Carolina 
that everyone remembers from 
this season.

That may have explained 
why there was so much sincere 
talk about the biggest football 
celebration of the year being 
nothing more than a business 
trip for these guys.

“A lot of these guys haven’t 
experienced the Super Bowl the 
same way I have,” said Law. a 
nine-year veteran who also lost 
a Super Bowl with the Patriots 
in 1997. “When you lose, that’s 
a terrible feeling, and nobody 
wants to go through it.”
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floor, but Blair has gotten
team to play outside of i
selves. Blair has gotten hisil 
to believe that they can play J 
anyone in

BLAIR

the country, 
and so far 
they have.

Even 
with the 
m o u n t i n g 
losses,
Blair’s team 
is playing 
good bas- 
k e t b a I I, 
something r
that hasn’t '-------
been seen since Lynn Hiq 
held Blair’s job in 1994.

With Blair’s excellem 
year track record, it shoul; 
just a matter of time befott 
Aggies turn those close la 
into wins. At Arkansas,! 
turned a two-year losing 
into a NCAA Tournan 
team with a 23-7 record 
years later.

And with one of the
recruiting classes in then* aSea
already inked for the 200t 
season, Blair has put b 
Aggie basketball on ihenaixi 
landscape. In the middle 
Texas, one of the largest hoto 
of women’s prep basket 
Blair is awakening a potn 
sleeping giant

Blair was the best pon 
hire for A&M’s women's 
ketball program. But don 
in the trap of thanking just! 
w hen the Aggies reach nan: 
prominence. Be sure to 
Bvme as well.
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FREE PREGNANCY TEST
♦ Pregnancy, Adoption & Abortion Education
♦ Post Abortion Peer Counseling
♦ Adoption, Medical &

Community Service Referrals
♦ All Services Free & Confidential
♦ Open M-F 9-5 and some evenings & Saturdays
♦ www.hopepregnancy.org

BEYOND 
ATHLETIC®

Semester-long ATHLETIC workout! 
Yes...it’s probably going to hurt.
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Spring Break/Summer Body! 1 n

695-9193 846-1097
205 Brentwood 
College Station

4001 E. 29th St. #10« 
Bryan

2-3 Certified Trainers per session.
5 workouts each week!
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Aggie Dance Team
Try-Outs SFIEEf 
May dth

G. Rollie White Coliseum

Prep Classes 
April 24th & May 1st

690-1813
Jennifer Hart 

Aggie Pance Team Pi rector 
wwtv.aggieathletice.com 

jha rt@>ath letice.ta m u .ed u

CALL FOR PAPER
Texas A&M University

Undergraduate 
Journal of Science

All undergrads doing research are eligible! 
submit their work for possible publication. 

DEADLINE: February 2, 2004 
Rm. 230 Reed-McDonald or email to 

ujs@stuorg.tamu.edu
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ATTENTION ALL AGS WITH A BRAIN!!!
THE NEW HOME OF $ I DRINKS PRESENTS

DOMESTIC BEERS 
$1 QUESOS

TO CELEBRATE SUPER BOWL SUNDAY!

REDEEM THIS COUPON ON SUPER BOWL SUNDAY TO GET

$1

FLAT SCREENS 
LEATHER COUCHES

' i "

if 20 TV’S 
A FAT DISCOUNT 
a A GREAT TIME

Call and reserve your seat now!

AT THE HOME OF $1 DRINKS

BIG SCREENS 
PRETTY WAITRESSES

ILSQDCSiSg’ 680-0600!
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icorgt 
tush’s 
f the i 
ddres! 
ed Ke 
gain c 
iste fc 
i his t 
er.Th 
7e Gei 
ervict 
eeds; 

lervam 
|iade r 
Idmini 

n Iraq 
lizes K 
I nd mi 
|treak i 

In a 
ennet 
'asap 
d by t 
tdmin 
ons, a 
toston 
Rennet 
•aims 
eemin 
"just i 

A m 
nd sig 
as nio 
o. but 
xploit 
r'ng d 
asing 
r ridic 

One 
'at the 
d It C; 

I 'at the 
'ith di 
ist-wa 

I'atthe 
I'ove i< 

>llo£ 
n 80 n

Forsyth Galleries, p goin

Meet the writers, photograph 
artists and editors who pi 
your campus newspaper

The Battalio-

In
d|y Se

opulai 
'ost in

http://WWW.CROSSCANADIANRAGWEED.COM
http://www.hopepregnancy.org
mailto:ujs@stuorg.tamu.edu

