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election cycle, when Texas® 

not have a full slate of stair1: 

candidates on the ballot.
“Democrats around the® 

are excited about taking omit 

Republicans this year
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care, and not on partisan; 
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Gates
Continued from page 1A

“We will establish no numerical 

quotas or targets as we seek to 
increase the diversity of students who 
enroll,” Gates said. “We only know 
that where we are is unacceptable, and 
that the future of Texas A&M depends 
on being more successful in attracting 
more minority students to join the 
Aggie family.”

Gates said he will ask the Board of 
Regents, at its meetings Thursday and 
Friday, to raise the standard for auto
matic admission from the top half of 

the Texas high school graduating class 
to the top quarter.

He said he will also propose that all 
applicants to the University be required 
to complete the first two essay ques
tions on the Texas Common 
Application. Currently, completing any 
of these essays is optional. Making the 
questions mandatory will provide more 
information on each applicant so stu
dents can be evaluated on the basis of 
the whole person, Gates said.

If approved, these changes in 

admissions requirements will go into

effect in December 2004, or for the 
2005 entering class.

Gates also announced the creation 
of the Texas A&M “Regent 
Scholarships.” Each student admitted 
to A&M who is a first generation col
lege student and whose family income 
is $40,000 or less, will be guaranteed a 
$5,000 per year scholarship for four 

years. Last year, almost 600 freshmen 
would have been eligible. Gates said.

A&M distributes more than $250 

million each year in financial assis
tance; about 70 percent of students 
receive some kind of financial aid.

Gates also introduced the Tuition 
Policy Advisory Council, which will 
offer recommendations to the regents 
regarding tuition increases. The 15- 
person council will include, in addi
tion to faculty and administrators, 

seven students, one parent and one for

mer student.
Gates said these changes are neces

sary to ensure A&M’s future success 
while preserving the traditions and 
Aggie spirit.

“The changes 1 am proposing are far 

less dramatic than those General 
Rudder made,” Gates said, “but they 
will keep us on the right path.”
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