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Fire at Moscow dormitory for foreign students kills 1
By Vladimir Isachenkov

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW — A pre-dawh fire swept though a 
rundown Russian dormitory for quarantined for
eign students Monday, trapping many behind per
manently locked exits and causing some to leap 
from the five-story building.

Thirty-six students died and nearly 200 were 
injured, some from frostbite after fleeing half 
naked into the bitter cold. The students — from 
Asia, Africa and Latin America — had just arrived 
in Moscow and were being held in the dorm await
ing medical checks before starting classes.

“It was like a horrible nightmare,” Abdallah 
Bong, a student from Chad. “We saw them crying

for help and jumping out of the windows, and we 
could do nothing to save them.”

Bong and other witnesses said dozens of fire 
engines were slow to reach the blaze, jammed into 
a narrow access road blocked by parked cars.

“Students had to do it all themselves, holding 
mattresses for those who were jumping out,” said 
Nafafe Tengna, a journalism student from Guinea.

The fire, believed to have been caused by an 
electrical malfunction, engulfed the building at 
People’s Friendship University. It burned for more 
than three hours, though Moscow fire safety 
department spokesman Yevgeny Bobylyov insist
ed that firefighters arrived on time and did their 
job well.

Flames gutted most of the dorm above the ground

floor. Smoke poured from windows as a wet snow 
fell in the early morning darkness. The fire left the 
building’s concrete walls streaked with black soot, 
and nearby trees were caked with ice that had formed 
from water used to extinguish the blaze.

Once a showpiece of Soviet patronage of the 
Third World, receiving generous state subsidies, 
the university declined with the 1991 fall of com
munism. Still, it continued to draw students from 
impoverished nations with its low tuition, such as 
medical school costs of $1,2(X) a year.

Students said the dead and injured included citi
zens of China, Bangladesh. Vietnam, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Tahiti, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Angola, 
Ivory Coast, Morocco, Kazakhstan, the Dominican 
Republic, Lebanon, Peru and Malaysia.

Lubov Zhomova of the Moscow 
Directorate said 36 people died and 197olhi 
injured 57 of them in serious or gravecood 

A preliminary investigation pointed to aid | 
meal problem, Deputy Interior Minister f 
Nurgaliyev told President Vladimir Putin 
inquired about the fire during a Cabinet sets 
Some bystanders said the tire could have (i 
started by electric heaters, which students i 
get warm.

The university was founded in 1960anils,
Patrice Lumumba People's FriendshipUtiiwi 
in honor of the postcolonial Congo’s! 
minister; its name was changed in 1992.fc.| 
u as to offer a strict Marxist curriculum tostni 1 sen
from developing nations.
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Gallery and Custom Framing i >

404 University Drive East
College Station,Tx. —

(979) 693-6894 i □
m • Best Quality in Town • Best Value • 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

I ONE HOUR DIPLOMA FRAMING
Graduation Weekend, Dec. 19tf' & Dec. 20,h, 2003

.10% OFF :
with this coupon

L Friday. Dec. I'M 8am • 8 pm., Saturday,
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20% off:
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(Across from El Chico, next to Pro Tan)

* UV Free Tanning * Tan in 60 seconds ■ ■

s2J
TT/VM MO 1 1

One Month Unlimited Tanning Off Mystic Tan Visit 1 1
(Limit 1 coupon per semester) (First time customers only)

Good at any location. Expires 01*31-04 Expires 01-31*04 ■ ■

COLLEGE STATION BRYAN COLLEGE STATION 1 1

680-0055 846-4822 693-5555 I I
1605 Texas Ave. S. 4001 East 29th Sf. 1718 Rock Prairie Rd. 1 1

(Culpepper Plaza) [Winn Dixie Center) (Prairie Center) ■ ■

• fpa Pedicure ’16
• Vtamttvre & Spa Vednune 'IS
• Solar Set '30
• Acrylic Fill '10

Solar Fill

Hours: M-F 9pm-8pm Sat. 9am-7pm
Aggie Bucks Accepted

Sun. JJam-4pm

www.TotalTanSalons.com
Phone: 979.694.3636 
www.tntnails.com
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Students TEXAS A&M

WHEN YOU REGISTER:
Purchase a Membership
Semester and Annual Golf Course 
Memberships are NOW AVAILABLE 
as lee options when you register 
for Spring classes.

Information is available on the A&M 
web site, at httpv7recsports.taniu.edu 
or call the Golf Course Pro Shop .n 

|at 845.1723.

MAI Mensite Driving CarDoc
Experience the experienced, not the 
experiment of automotive service.

go/fcourse
Qratul Opening!!

CELEBRITY SPA
I

& BOUTIQUE
T"

Lot-of-fcin, Lacigh-a-lot
Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 

M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.), 
Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)
Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 

104 Texas Avenue S, Ste. 200 846-6117
(Office above A|>|>iclaii(l Kiva. Next to Applebee’s)

Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.
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2998 Texas Avenue South 
B College Station 

(979) 764-3101

/'mo OFF-j Toff j MO OFF
Full Set i Hot Oil Manicure ; SpaTreatment

I""3 off" J"To off ~!"m o"off' 1
V Regular Fills J Hair Color Service | Massage /
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4091 Hwy. 6 South, Ste. B- College Station • 690-6200
Hours: Tues -Thurs. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

!■ Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Gift Certificates Available

I

Next to Sonic
Near College Station Wal-Mart

OIL, LUBE & FILTER 
AND TIRE ROTATION
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Free Tire Rotation i| the big
& Brake Inspection 1

with Alignment s I
\rr\ qq | ment-f,4-Wheel S59. ]| the nev

RWD $49.- 18‘yf- c
s28.w savings

Iwbuck3912@aol.com
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SHAMMY EXPRESS 
CARWASH

onistic 
needed 
we can

J Includes: Lube where applicable 
■ | • New oil filter installed

g [ • Up to 5 quarts Exxon brand oil, most vehicles

I preiem coupon. Coupons erpire I2-23-03,

14 tire rotation

WINTERIZE YOUR CAR 
RADIATOR DRAIN 8 FILL

$0095
> On most cars 
• DEX Cool Extra

2995 ||
$5 CAR WASH

OR
FREE ARMOR ALL l| Eler

rep<2401 Texas Ave S., College Station 
696-1928 

fin front of Gold's Gym)
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RELFLIIXOLOGYS 265—017/ j *5.00 i|
-70-4. M K rv«<*mr»r 11 Dr MAIRn IT ; r70+ N. Rosemary Dr. 

Bryan, TX 7/802
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HAIRCUT
Expires 12-12-03 j _

NEW STUDENT SPECIAL (.. JDavid Nobles TAMU - Class of 1998

TEXAS A&M
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For November
FREE GOLF WITH MEfflEI®
Play goll the inexpensive waf, 
with a Texas A&M GollCoorse 
Annual Memliersliipaiiiltlie 
monthly draft system. Spit 
the Pro Shop and get ooemft 
of golf FREE.
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