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International cooperation
International students seek out venues to become part of the A&M community
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By Nicole M. Jones
THE BATTALION

Driving on the right side of the road and learning 
to decipher the slow drawl of Texan speech took 
some getting used to for Shreyas Kumar when he 
first arrived in College Station. A native of India, 
Kumar came to Texas A&M three months ago to 
begin his graduate studies in the computer science 
department.

Because Kumar was familiar with the English 
language prior to his arrival, his assimilation was 
not very difficult. He and his wife temporarily 
lived with other graduate students, who provided 
guidance during their first few weeks in the new 
college town.

Kumar wasted no time becoming saturated in the 
“other education” at A&M. He is vice-president of 
external programs for the International Student 
Association and is involved in the India Association. 
Kumar is also an Ambassador of Goodwill, who pro
motes awareness of India, through The Rotary 
International, his sponsor.

But many international and exchange students 
have difficulty getting involved in the American cul
ture with the ease that Kumar has exhibited. For this 
reason, the study abroad office has created pro
grams to deal with the specific needs and concerns 
of A&M’s foreign students.

International Exchange Partners was created to 
match incoming international exchange students 
with current A&M students, mainly based on their 
age and activity level, said Laura Weber, a study 
abroad adviser. Even with the recent establishment 
of the program, about 90 Aggies responded to the 
requests for partners for about 40 exchange stu
dents due to arrive before the Fall 2003 semester, 
Weber said.

“The program was designed to encourage 
Aggies to step out of their comfort zone and be open 
to international students,” Weber said.

Aggies who participate in the International 
Exchange Partners program can be the link that 
lielps the foreign students adapt to Aggieland, 
Weber said. By simple actions of offering rides or 
inviting the students to social gatherings, they can 
become more involved, Weber said.

“When you’re a freshman, it’s hard to come to 
A&M and get acclimated to college life,” said 
Shankar Annamalai, a senior mechanical engineer
ing major. “(As) an international student, you’re in 
a very different cultural environment.”

Annamalai, the president of Aggie International 
Ambassadors, said “the bottom line is encouraging 
people to be friendly to international students.”

AIA aims to help students experience global cul
ture abroad and at A&M, Annamalai said.

International students and the A&M 
International Board have tried to better integrate 
foreign students, Annamalai said.

“1 feel that international students sometimes 
don’t get the ‘Aggie experience,”’ Annamalai said. 
“They don’t experience the same things a typical 
domestic student would.”

Setting up house in a new country can pose 
many difficulties when trying to adapt. Hyun Sung 
(Bill) Kim, a graduate computer science student, 
first came to the United States when he was 18 
through an exchange program at the University of 
California at Davis. For Kim, communication was 
the biggest obstacle to overcome during his first two 
years in the United States.

“In Korea, they teach us how to read (English), 
but speaking and listening are not taught,” Kim said. 
“When many Koreans get here for the first time, 
they have a hard time communicating with others.”

A cultural difference Kim noticed when he came 
to the United States is how Americans interact with 
each other.

During a morning jog in California, a man ran by 
Kim and said, “What’s up brother!” This is a com
mon greeting among some Americans, but the 
expression puzzled Kim. “Why did he say that to 
me?” he had asked himself as he recalled the situa
tion. “He’s not my brother.”

“America is so friendly,” Kim said. “In Korea 
you don’t speak to people you don’t know.”

Martin Taamhoj, an exchange student from 
Denmark, had visited the United States several 
times with his family before coming to A&M to 
study management. The main difference he noticed 
when he came to A&M was the openness regarding 
religion. Taamhoj said this contrasted with how the 
Protestant faith is downplayed in his home country.

“Particularly here in Texas, I found that people

are very religious,” Taarnhoj said, “and that came as 
a culture shock to me.”

Even though Taarnhoj does not appear to be 
foreign, he gives himself away as soon as he says 
one word.

“I don’t want to abandon my accent,” he 
said. “It’s nice to have something that makes 
you different.”

Taamhoj, who decided to live on campus during 
his time at A&M, described staying in Moses Hall 
as “good fun.”

“I’m so glad that I decided to stay in the dorms,” 
he said. “You’re right in the middle of everything.”

Some international students crave the opportu
nity to become involved in activities, but they just 
need some guidance, Weber said.

“The ‘Aggie experience’ is always there - you 
have to take the first step to get it,” said Meera 
Alagaraja, an international graduate student in the
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Department of Education and Human Resource 
Development.

Kumar said more orientation programs designed 
specifically for international students would help 
them learn more about A&M. This would help them 
become familiar with common terms, such as 
“uncover” and “maroon out,” he said.
, Most international students are graduate students 
and have less opportunities to experience traditions 
such as Elephant Walk, Kumar said.

“People should not assume that international stu
dents automatically get involved,” he said.

Domestic students to become worldly and inter
national students to adapt successfully to the culture 
of America and Aggieland, the groups must mix and 
make an attempt to learn more about each other.

“It’s a two-way road,“ Annamalai said, “and the 
flow is equal on both sides.”
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MSC OPAS presents

The Tony®Award-Nominated Original Broadway Cast

JOE SEARS JASTON WILLIAMS
Starring in the Hilarious Sequel to the Hit Comedy Greater Tuna
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Wed nesd ay-F ri day 
November 19-21 at 7:30 PM 

Rudder Auditorium

Get Your 
Tickets Now!

845-1234 or 
www.MSCOPAS.org

buy tickets, 
be inspired

Broadway Series Sponsored By:

$4 Of 
Wed 
•ght!

I Mention this coupon and receive 
I $4 off the regular ticket price to 
/ the Wed night performance. Limit 

2 tickets per discount. Offer not 
valid for tickets already purchased. 

Discount not valid on web orders.

FacultylStaff Discount brought to you by TIAA-CREF!

iSiOPAS
Three Decades of Performing Arts 

?.n(iylilcn | entertain | iniplre

jgt
/PRIHG BREAM ’04 PACHAGG/ )
AIR + HOTEL package prices starting at

| > ACAPULCO $549 <
1 > NEGRIL $579

> CANCUN $609 1
> AND MORE!

Airfare is departure from Houston. Hotel accommodations 
. based on 7-night stay, quad occupancy. Price is per 

person, is subject to availability and taxes are not included^ 
Blackouts and restrictions apply.

721 Texas Ave. S., College Station (979) 696.5077

exciblng bhings are happening 0

www.stadnavel.com STA TRAVEL
WE'VE BEEN THERE.

onune » on the PHonE » on cnmpu/ » on the /treet

WE’VE GOT YOUR NUMBER
2003-04 Texas A&M University 
Campus Directory

STUDENTS: If you ordered a 2003-04 
Campus Directory, stop Room 015 Reed 
McDonald Building (In the basement) to pick 

up your copy. Please bring your Student ID. If 
you did not order a Campus Directory as a 
fee option when you registered for Fall '03 
classes, you may purchase a copy for $3 
plus tax In room 015 Reed McDonald (by 
cash, check Aggie Bucks or credit card).

DEPARTMENTS: If you ordered Campus 
Directories and requested delivery, deliver
ies will be made within the next few days. If 

you did not order Campus Directories, you 
may charge and pick them up at 015 Reed 
McDonald. Cost is $3 per copy. Please bring 
a Student Media Work Order.

Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 rm. Monday-Frlday

Monday Special

I LARGE 
I-TOPPING 
$C 99

pu/only

2 LARGE 
I-TOPPING 
$|7 99

pu/delivery

I EX-LARGE 
2-TOPPING
$I0,50

pu/delivery

I?” $I0.50 $| | w sit
■ pu/delivery pu/delivery I I • pu/delivery I

I LARGE 
2-TOPPING 

& 2 liter drink
$| I 99

pu/delivery

PICKYOUR SIDE 
LARGE 

2TOPPING 
AND I SIDE

78
pu/delivery

FAMILY SPECIAL 
I LARGE SPECIALTY 

I LARGE 
2 TOPPING

ANY
LARGE

SPECIALTY

$I6.’9 $ll.99

Northgate Post Oak Square Center Rock Prairie
601 University Dr. 100 Harvey Rd.f Suite D 1700 Rock Prairie

979-846-3600 979-764-7272 979-680-0508
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Sunday: 11 a.m. - midnight 
Monday - Wednesday: 11 a.m. - 1 

Thursday: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. - 3 a
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http://www.MSCOPAS.org
http://www.stadnavel.com

