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Gay church’s bishop-elect 
answers Anglican warning

By Anne Saunders
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

“I’m a little surprised that it 
went this far,” diocese 
spokesman Jim Goodson told 
The Dallas Morning Morning 
News. “A majority of our dele
gates disagree with the policies 
of the national church.”

In New Hampshire on 
Sunday, parishioner Paul Apple 
of Mont Vernon asked 
Robinson to consider stepping 
aside in the interests of preserv
ing the larger church.

“I personally think it’s not 
worth losing the family,” 
Apple said.

Anglican leaders, represent
ing 77 million members world
wide, have called homosexuality 
“contrary to Scripture.” 
Robinson and his supporters say 
that is outweighed by the 
Scripture’s call for love and 
acceptance of all.

“We’ve always had gay bish
ops,” Robinson said at one point. 
“The difference is I’m being 
honest about it.”

Robinson, 56, is widely 
known and admired in the state, 
where he has been assistant to 

the retiring bishop 
for years. He has 
lived openly for 
years with partner 
Mark Andrew, 
who was applaud
ed by the congre-
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MANCHESTER, N.H.— 
The Episcopal Church’s first 
openly gay bishop-elect said 
Sunday he agonizes over the tur
moil he is causing but believes 
God wants him to go forward.

“This is one of the hardest 
things I’ll ever do,” the Rev. V. 
Gene Robinson told about 40 
people during religious educa
tion hour at Grace Church. “I do 
have this sense I’m supposed to 
go forward, and I do feel that’s 
coming from God and not my 
own ego. But I don’t know.”

Robinson was elected by New 
Hampshire clergy and parish
ioners in June and confirmed by 
the national Episcopal Church in 
August. He is scheduled to be 
consecrated as bishop of New 
Hampshire in two weeks.

The election and confirma
tion of Robinson outraged some 
conservatives, who threatened to 
divide the Episcopal Church in 
the United States and the world
wide Anglican,
Communion of 
which it is part.

At an emer
gency meeting in 
London last week,
Anglican leaders 
warned that 
Robinson is conse
crated Nov. 2, “the 
future of the com
munion itself will 
be put in jeop
ardy.” However, 
the Anglican
Communion’s _______________
spiritual leader,
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
has no authority to discipline the 
self-governing national churches.

Conservative Episcopalians at 
the meeting said they plan to 
form an independent network of 
churches opposed to Robinson’s 
elevation. The announcement 
came a week after 2,700 dissi- 
faEpiscopalians met in Dallas.

In a close vote Saturday, the 
Episcopal Diocese of Dallas 
voted to withhold $512,000 
from the national church to 
protest Robinson’s election.
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from God. 9)

—The Rev. Gene Robinson 
bishop-elect
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It's time to get 
yoeir copy.
PICKING UP your 2003

Aggieland yearbook is easy. If 
you ordered a book, look for the 
distribution table in the Reed 
McDonald Building basement. 
Please bring your Student ID. If 
you did not order last year's 
Texas A&M University yearbook 
(the 2002-2003 school year), you

may purchase one for $40 plus 
tax in Room 015 Reed McDonald. 
Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Cash, check, 
VISA, MasterCard, Discover and 
American Express, Aggie Bucks 
accepted.

2003 Aggieland

n (979) 693-9501

^ eyes
ImaSip: “My doctor sad 1 need to 
take my contact lenses off every 
night, but I always cheat.”

Ag E. Fann: “My doctor said with 
die latest technology I can sleep in 
my lenses for up to one month.”

Once Again: 
Aggies Know Best

Matthew T. Greene, O.D. TAMU ‘94

♦♦ Student Specials 
** Most insurance accepted 
♦♦ Scott and White Provider 
** Free LASIK consults

MSC- H-ospftaluty Presents:

Fctcu-lty, staff, and students’ cfuldrew are invited 
to wear their favorite costume and erijoy a 
sj>oo\z-tacular iAX0kt of free qames, prizes, 

refreshments and a haunted tunnel*.

\\inrk October 23, 2003
6-8 PM, 2nd floor of the MSC (rm. 201)

• T>oiA,fltwnA.£ o-f new and used bootes will be accepted at the 
docy to benefit the msc Hospitality B-ookz Drive. •

was introduced on 
Sunday.

Robinson said 
the vigorous and 
sometimes bitter 
church debate 
over homosexu- 

_______________ ality will contin
ue even if he 

leaves the stage.
“It’s not all going to go back 

to being nice and pretty again. 
It’s going to be messy for a 
while,” he said. He added: 
“This is not our church to win or 
lose. It’s God’s church.”

Robinson predicted the 
church ultimately will survive 
the turmoil.

“I’ve been here an hour and 
look! The roof’s '»still on. I 
think it will calm down when 
people see not a lot has 
changed,” he said.
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Responsible Aggie Unit
Aggie Alcohol Awareness Week 2003 

October 20th - 24th
THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOU. 

MAKE RESPONSIBLE DECISIONS.
http://studentlife.tamu.edu/adep

Recruitment Tables
Wehner - Rudder Fountain - Blocker 

11 AM w 2 PM 
sponsored by

CARPOOL - Responsible Aggie Decisions - The Rat Pack
Alternative Spring Break

For more info 
845-0280

Blocker

CARPOOL The Rat Pack

DWI Mock Trial
The Judge, The Lawyers, The Officers, and City Officials will be present to

answer any questions!
Rudder Auditorium 7 PM - 9 PM 

sponsored toy
Coalition on Alcohol Responsibility and Education

Governor Perry
Speaking at

Training Stations: Alcohol 101
MSC Flagroom 
11 AM - 2 PMitm* mm* m • 91 mum W w m

sponsored by Student Life

Dinner Theatre
Shisa Dining Hall 

6 PM - 7 PM 
sponsored by 
Walton Hall

The Perfect Party: Campus Wide Project
By Invitation Only at MSC Flagroom 

7 PM - 9 PM
sponsored by

Collegiate Panhellenic - Interfraternity - Multicultural Greek 8t 
National Pan-Hellenic Greek Councils

Party Patrol Know How Aggie Nights:
In front of Sbisa Hall o,

11 AM -2 PM & Fish Talent Show
x ^ * Free Pizza 'Free Smoothie King

sponsored by MSC
Adult, Graduate, and Off-Campus R PM MiHninht
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