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Senate

Continued from page 1

Rodriguez said the SGA 
Diversity committee is a man
agement team that oversees 
the culture of student govern
ment and an educational 
group.

“I want to dispel the myth 
that diversity is a tightrope 
that we walk — the tightrope 
of political correctness,” he 

"We’re not on a crusade 
to change beliefs. We don’t 
focus just on differences. (We) 
also focus on similarities.”

He also answered questions 
m the senators about the 

committee’s involvement in 
Coming Out Week.

The diversity committee 
co-sponsored a program with 

Gender Issues Education 
office, Rodriguez said, to start 

discussion about gay, les- 
an, bisexual and transgen- 

dered Issues. Sixteen people 
attended the Oct. 6 discussion, 

after the GLBT individu
als in the audience introduced 
themselves, there was some 
discussion about GLBT 
issues.

Kerri Ward, speaker pro- 
tempore and a sophomore 
business major, said students 
who have approached her have 
voiced their concerns about 
spending their fees on promot- 

a lifestyle during Coming 
Week that they morally 

disagree with.
“Students who have come 

to me have said they don’t 
want it,” Ward said. “Think 
about your constituency.”

Sen. William Dugat, a 
freshman geology major, said 
he noticed there were no fund
raising efforts on the part of 
the Diversity committee dur-
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PICKING UP your 2003 
Afirg/e/anc/yearbook is 
easy. If you ordered a book, 

look for the distribution 
table in front of the Reed 
McDonald Building. (Go to 
the Reed McDonald base
ment in case of inclement 
weather.) Please bring your 
Student ID.

If you did not order last 
year's Texas A&M 
University yearbook (the 
2002-2003 school year), you 
may purchase one for $40 
plus tax in Room 015 Reed 
McDonald.

Hours: 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Cash, 
check, VISA, MasterCard, 
Discover and American 
Express, Aggie Bucks 
accepted.
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ing the previous year.
The line-item budget also 

listed no fund-raising events 
planned for the current year.

After Rules and 
Regulations Committee Chair 
Jessie Miller moved to pass 
the budget in its entirety. 
External Affairs Chair John 
Mathews amended Miller’s 
motion to accept the budget 
without the $8,500 for 
Diversity.

After the motion was sec
onded, an hour of debate 
ensued.

Sen. Jeff Graham, a junior 
management major, asked why 
the Diversity group could not 
be self-sufficient.

Sen. Will Hailey, a fresh
man political science major, 
said it was not a government’s 
job to make sure the student^ 
are thinking the right way.

“Spending money on 
Coming Out Week raises ques
tions for me,” he said.

Sen. Will McAdams, Corps 
Commander and a senior polit
ical science major, said that if 
the Senate cut Diversity, it 
would send a message to the 
University administration.

“The University adminis
tration is pushing this all over 
the place. It’s going to be sup
ported one way or another,” 
McAdams said. “We’ve had 
four weeks of just a bloodbath 
in our organization (about 
Diversity).”

Mathews said he was suspi
cious of Diversity’s intent 
because it seemed to be turn
ing into a committee of indoc
trination.

Former Student Senator and 
current Executive Director for 
Experiential Education
Narietha Carter said that for 
the Senate to reject Diversity’s 
budget would send a horrible
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message to high school stu
dents.

“How would you feel if you 
saw that the Texas A&M 
Student Senate rejected 
Diversity in a Houston 
Chronicle headline?” she 
asked. “ University President 
Robert M. Gates has given 
complete reverence to diversi
ty. We’ve given him complete 
trust in molding this 
University, and we’ve gained 
so many accolades (for 
Diversity) in SGA.”

She said diversity is educa
tion.

“If we go out in the real 
world with stereotypical 
views, the real world will shut 
the door on us,” Carter said.

The amendment to cut the 
Diversity budget failed, and 
another amendment to reduce 
the budget from $8,500 to 
$3,000, also failed.

The budget finally passed 
in its entirety, by a margin of 
27 to 21, voted on by secret 
ballot.

At the end of the night. 
Ward, Graham, Hailey and 
Sen. Scott Smith introduced a 
bill stating that the Senate sup
ported all efforts to make all 
SGA committee line-item 
budgets available to any 
inquiring individual.

Ward said the bill was 
intended to let students know 
that senators were doing their 
best to be accountable to con
stituents, and would require 
action.

“The Senate will do every
thing in its power to release 
the information to the public,” 
Ward said once the bill passed.

The bill was tabled, ending 
debate for the night, and leav
ing the bill to be taken up 
again at the next Senate meet
ing on Oct. 22.

Relax, Rejuvenate and Unwind. Let the professionals at

Riviera Day Spa
take care of all your spa needs!

Specials ^

Microdermabrasion $99 
Riviera Facial s50
I Hour Massage $50

Specials good through Nov. 15, 2003.
Not good on gift certificates or packages.
Call Riviera Day Spa for an appointment.

695-0327 • 1800 Brothers Blvd., College Station

Discover Vietnam!
Winter Break Study Abroad Program 
December 27, 2003-January 12, 2004

4 hours of 400 or 600 level course credit in agriculture
Experience Vietnamese history and culture 

Explore environment and natural resource sites 
Learn about tropical agricultural production systems

For more information contact:
The International Office of The Agriculture Program 
Jack K Williams Administration Building, Room 12

(979) 845-3763

r-dagostino@tamu.edu or gm-mcwhorter@tamu.edu

A Nashville Six-Pack
NASHVILLE
MANDOLIN
ENSEMBLE

Performance to be followed by 
Q&A with audience members 

Thursday, October I 6 
7:30 PM

Rudder Theatre

TICKETS
845-1234

www.MSCOPAS.org

Six of Nashville’s most accomplished 

musicians will assemble on the stage of 

Rudder Theatre for a concert: packed with 

perfect pickin’! Known as the Nashville 

Mandolin Ensemble, these six guys will 

perform bluegrass, pop, country and more - 

all on mandolins. Start strummmg!

buy tickets, 
be inspired

Support Provided By: MSG OPAS
OAVid uarJners

Three Decades of Performing Arts:

enliabten | entertain .spire

Tickets Ifiange From $IO-$20!

SC Aggie NightsA

FRIDAY, OCT. 10: LATH NIGHT
IN COLLABORATION WITH MSC CAMAC

8:00-11:80 PM

T2 AT 7:00 PM AND T3 AT 9:45 PM IN RUDDER THEATER
$1 W/TAMU ID IN COLLABORATION W/MSC FILM SOCIETY 

BATTLE OF THE BANDS AT ZONE PLAZA IN COLLABORATION W/ MSC TOWN HALL

* MR. 4 MISS HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
AT 6:00 PM IN MSC 206 IN COLLABORATION W/ KAPPA DELTA CHI & SIGMA LAMBDA BETA

* SALSA DANCE LESSONS AT 6:00-9:00 PM d 10:30-11:S0 PM IN MSC FLAGROOM

BY PUERTO RICAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION

* AGGIELAND MARIACHIS AT 9:00 PM IN MSC FLAGROOM

* BALLET FOLKLORICO CELESTIAL performance at 9:so pm in msc flagroom 

TREE ACTIVITIES IN MSC BASEMENT:: pool, arts & crafts
BOWLINS , AND DANCE DANCE REVOLUTION, MEXICAN LOTERIA TOURNAMENT 

*RGCA AZUL LATIN ROCK BAND AT 10:00-11:45 PM IN MSC BREEZEWaY 

FREE DOOR PRIZES AT 11:3G PM IN MSC FLAGROOM. MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN 
IN COLLABORATION W/ SOUTHWESTERN BLACK STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

FREE Domino's Pizza <& Smoothie King

979.845.1515 aggienights.tamu.edu
/L For special needs, please contact us 
vZa- three days prior to the event at 845-1515.
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Look for us at the 
following schools
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Head to the stadium early
and catch the action

► Interactive Games
> Booth Displays

Brought to you by

^PONTIAC

> Sweepstakes
> Magazines

/instate.
Ybu'm In good hands.

► Prizes
► Giveaways
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DATE HOME TEAM VISITOR

9.13 Iowa State vs. Iowa

9.20 Boston College vs. Miami

9.27 Kentucky vs. Florida

10.4 UNC vs. Virginia

10.11 Texas A&M vs. Baylor

10.18 Kansas vs. Baylor

10.25 Kansas St. vs. Kansas

11.1 Michigan State vs. Michigan

11.8 Ohio State vs. Michigan State

11.15 Oregon State vs. Stanford
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