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tate Episcopals repudiate church
By Bobby Ross Jr.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ARLINGTON. Texas — The 
jjscopal bishop of Fort Worth 
;ed a special convention of 
rgy and lay delegates 

iturday to send a message that 
nservative dissidents won’t 
[quiesce to the national 
arch’s confirmation of an 
nly gay bishop.
“We cannot remain silent,” 

shop Jack Iker told 66 clergy 
[presentatives and 118 lay del- 

^ , ... jates at St. Peter and St. Paul
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ard.”
To no one’s surprise, dele

tes in the conservative diocese 
eeded Iker’s call.

On voice votes with no roll 
all taken, they overwhelmingly 

sed resolutions that accused 
Episcopal General
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Barron Storey (Heap Worth, wiped tears from her 
iver “15 Portraits of eyes afterward, 
into the dark side of Click, 50, said she is in a 

committed lesbian relationship 
S Story’s artworhs; P years. She told the conven- 

ich reader’s heartsaad 
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tion she’s blessed to attend a 
church that accepts her as a 
Christian and doesn’t consider 
her lifestyle immoral.

“I challenge you to look into 
your heart and not let your own 
will override 
what God is 
telling us,” she 
begged.

But other del
egates said 
man’s wishes 
shouldn’t be 
confused with 
God’s will.
“The 

Episcopal 
Church has repu
diated its consti
tutional duty and, worse, it is 
encouraging people ... to engage 
in behavior that is not only per
ilous to their health but also to the 
salvation of their souls,” said the 
Rev. Richard Cantrell of St. 
Vincent’s Cathedral Church 
in Bedford.

Iker said the meeting’s pur
pose was “to take a stand for the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in a time of 
great dissension and confusion in 
our church.”

The bishop received a stand
ing ovation after a half-hour ser
mon in which he said the dio
cese must deal with national 
actions that “have precipitated a 
serious crisis in the Anglican 
communion and have created a 
pastoral emergency in the
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United States and abroad.”
The Texas meeting came 

hours after Episcopal Diocese of 
Pittsburgh delegates overwhelm
ingly approved a statement
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declaring

We cannot 
remain silent We 

must speak up and 
will be heard.

— Bishop Jack Iker 
Fort Worth Episcopal

the General 
Convention’s 
actions “null and 
void, and of no 
effect” in the 
20,000-member 
diocese in south- 
western 
Pennsylvania.

The meetings 
were part of a 
national drive 
among conserva
tive dioceses and

---------------------  clergy seeking to
distance themselves from the 
Episcopal Church for making 
moves they believe go against 
the worldwide Anglican 
Communion.

On Aug. 5, the General 
Convention met in Minneapolis 
and approved the confirmation 
of Robinson, who has lived with 
his partner, Mark Andrew, for 
more than 13 years.

National convention dele
gates also voted to let dioceses 
continue to decide on their own 
whether to perform same-sex 
blessing ceremonies. However, 
confusion remains about the lan
guage in the measure. Some 
Episcopalians argue that the 
wording means the ceremonies 
are consistent with church 
teaching.
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Gun rights lobby in search of 
younger membership

HOUSTON (AP) — Gun rights advocates said 
Saturday during a national conference that they 
must recruit a younger following and exercise their 

to bear arms as much as possible to keep 
their cause alive.

‘Waldron said it is important for aging gun rights 
advocates to pass along the history of the Second 
Amendment to younger generations.

ParnasoTorres, 27, was among the younger of 
I the 500 conference attendees who paid nothing 

for admission, //terature or food. He said he began 
a student group called Students for the Second 
Amendment at St. Mary’s University in San 
Antonio in 1999. He said the group has expanded

to nine Texas campuses and has worked to estab
lish itself in 17 other states.

General Land Office to house 
reporters' land scandal papers

AUSTIN (AP) — Documents in a Pulitzer Prize
winning report on a Texas veterans’ land scandal 
will be housed in the General Land Office where 
the scheme was uncovered in the 1950s.

Wednesday, former reporter Ken Towery of 
Austin will donate the papers related to his efforts 
at The Cuero Record in South Texas that won the 
1955 Pulitzer Prize for local reporting.

His reports made longtime Land Commissioner 
Bascom Giles the state’s first elected official 
imprisoned for a crime committed in office.
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it's time 
tv get your 
yearbook-

PICKING UP your 2003 
4gg/e/a/7dyearbook is 
easy. If you ordered a book, 

look for the distribution 
table in front of the Reed 
McDonald Building. (Go to 
the Reed McDonald base
ment in case of inclement 
weather.) Please bring your 
Student ID.

If you did not order last 
year's Texas A&M 
University yearbook (the 
2002-2003 school year), you 
may purchase one for $40 
plus tax in Room 015 Reed 
McDonald.

Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Cash, 
check, VISA, MasterCard, 
Discover and American 
Express, Aggie Bucks 
accepted.
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