
Attention all Engineering, Computer Science, 
and Technology Majors!

^ Join IEEE
IEEE is the world's largest professional 
organization. The Texas A&M IEEE Student 
Branch is open to all Engineering, Computer 
Science, and Technology majors.

❖ Benefits
Networking, Publications, Scholarships, Industry 
Contact, Job Searching, Guest Speakers, Socials, 
and much more!

For more information please visit:

ieee.tamu.edu
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Edwards announces presidential bid
By Nedra Pickier
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Society of Women Engineers
General Meeting

When: Wed., September 17th 
Time: 6:45 p.m.
Where: Zach 102 

Mini Career Fair after!
Free Food

Want your group 
in the 2004 
Aggieland yearbook?
Follow these easy steps:
1. Download a contract from http://aggieland.tamu.edu 

or pick one up in room 004 Reed McDonald.

2. Fill out your contract and return it with payment to 
room 015 Reed McDonald no later than 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 30.
Contracts received after Sept. 30 will be charged a $25 
late fee. After Sept. 30, contracts will placed on a waiting 
list and your organization's picture will be included in 
the 2004 Aggieland only if space is available.
Payment (student finance check, personal check, cash, 
credit card or Aggie Bucks) must accompany completed 
contracts. Make checks payable to TAMU Student 
Media.

Questions? Call 845-2681.

Aggieland 2004
Texas A&M University Yearbook ■

ROBBINS, N.C. 
Democrat John Edwards, the 
Southern moderate looking to 
reinvigorate his lagging presi
dential campaign, formally 
launched his candidacy Tuesday 
and promised to be an advocate 
for working-class Americans.

The North Carolina senator 
spoke before a now empty tex
tile mill where his father 
worked for 36 years and he 
earned money for college mop
ping beneath the looms, trim
ming the shrubs and serving as 
weekend night watchman. The 
site was chosen to draw a dis
tinction with President George 
W. Bush, whose father served 
as congressman, vice president 
and president.

“America deserves a presi
dent who understands that the 
people of this country work, 
and the people of this country 
work hard,” he said. “A presi
dent who will stand up for 
those people, someone who 
will stop at nothing to create 
opportunity for all the great 
people of this country.”

Before he gets the chance to 
take on Bush, Edwards must 
come from behind Democratic 
rivals who are beating him in 
primary polls. His announce
ment lost some thunder to 
retired Gen. Wesley Clark. Just 
before Edwards took the stage, 
word circulated of Clark’s plan 
to announce Wednesday that he 
would become the 10th candi
date in the race.

Edwards called Clark “a 
good man” and said he’s wel
come in the race. “The people 
of America will hear my mes
sage. A lot of them will hear it 
today, a lot of them will hear it 
over the months to come.”

Edwards, who made mil
lions as a trial attorney before 
entering politics five years 
ago, first announced his presi
dential intentions in front of 
his Raleigh, N.C., home Jan. 2. 
He had a strong start, raising 
more than any of his 
Democratic rivals early this 
year, but has since lost the 
money edge to insurgent can
didate Howard Dean, a former 
Vermont governor.

His campaign has yet to draw 
a winning following. In most 
polls, Edwards draws single-digit 
support. Nationally, he ranks 
among rivals with less funding 
and organization, such as A1
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Available online at http://sec.tamu.edu 
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Sen. John Edwards (D-NC) officially announces his candidacy for president at a rally in his hometownci 
Robbins, N.C., on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2003.

Sharpton and Carol Moseley 
Braun, despite working for the 
nomination for more than a year.

After his kickoff in Robbins, 
N.C., Edwards headed to 
Columbia, S.C., a must-win 
state in his strategy to reach the 
White House. Rather than try to 
capture Iowa and New 
Hampshire against more sea
soned foes, Edwards is banking 
that voters in the neighboring 
state would be attracted to a 
fresh-faced moderate with 
Carolina roots.

In the latest South Carolina 
poll, Edwards has moved into 
the lead with John Kerry, Joe 
Lieberman and Howard Dean, 
though none were above 10 
percent. Nearly half of the 
state’s voters were undecided, 
and Edwards plans to focus on 
wooing them in the next few 
months.

“Those of us from the South, 
we have a special responsibility 
when it comes to civil rights,”

he told the crowd at the 
University of South Carolina. 
“We have a responsibility to fol
low, not to lead.”

In some ways, Edwards is a 
presidential candidate in the 
mold of former President Bill 
Clinton — a youthful centrist 
with Southern charm. But having 
run for office just once before 
and served only a single term in 
the Senate, he doesn't have the 
resume or the experience of his 
leading rivals in the race.

His campaign made light of 
the “Breck girl” label given to 
him by Republican foes who say 
his qualifications don't go beyond 
good looks. Staffers passed out 
mini-bottles of the shampoo with 
stickers attached commemorating 
his announcement.

“I haven’t spent most of my 
life in politics, which most of 
you know, but I’ve spent 
enough time in Washington to 
know how much we need to 
change Washington,” he said in 
his speech.

Edwards’ career as a trial 
attorney is seen by someasafr 
bility to his candidacy. Bm 
Edwards says it is evidence of 
his tight for average Ameiim 
and he is completing workotm 
autobiography called “fow 
Trials” that highlights some of 
his legal work.

Edwards says if elected, 
would push to make the fin] 
year of college free for an; 
student willing to work. Hi 
wants a law that would rsqui/i 
health insurance for every! 
child, in contrast to rivals whof 
are pushing for nearly umver/ 
sal health care with a highei! 
price tag.

Edwards says he wouldn'l 
repeal all of Bush’s tax cuts,as < 
some Democratic candidates 
have proposed. He would k 
the child tax credit, relief 
married couples and allow othef 
tax cuts targeted at middle! 
income families while repealii 
those for the more affluent.
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The Vintage House at

Messim Mof
Introduces Three Great Weekday Evenings

Enjoy three special menus served in the 
most romantic restaurant in the Brazos Valley.

Wednesdays...
An Evening In Tuscany
Every Wednesday evening, it’s just a short 

drive to Tuscany. You’ll love the traditional Tuscan 
cuisine served with a vineyard view. It’s four courses 

for only $49.95 per couple, plus tax and gratuity.

Romantic Thursdays
Every Thursday evening from 5 to 10pm, the Vintage 

House offers a new, special menu just for couples. You’ll 
love everything, including the price. It’s four courses for 

only $49.95 per couple plus tax and gratuity.

Fridays: Aggie Strip & Shrimp
Every Friday evening, get the very best Aggie made 
strip and the very freshest Gulf shrimp...combined to 
make this four course evening the highlight of your 
week...just $59.95 per couple, plus tax and gratuity.

Reservations or more information, 
www.messinahof.com or call 778-9463, ext. 31
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