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Leaving on a jet plane
Students create lasting memories through A&M study abroad programs
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James Thornton felt awkward when the 
daughter of his French host family walked in the 
room and kissed him on the cheek every day to 
say hello.

“I never did figure out if 1 was supposed to be 
really kissing or fake kissing her cheek.” said 
Thornton, a senior international studies major 
who studied abroad in France this summer.

Ralph Schoolcraft, an associate professor of 
French at Texas A&M, said studying abroad is 
an important endeavor.

“It’s one of the best things students can do for 
themselves in education," he said.

A&M students travel to many countries to 
study and experience a new culture.

Whether they are there 
to leam a foreign lan

guage or study sub
jects such as archi-

i lecture, going abroad 
} provides an experi

ence that students 
will never 

forget.

Schoolcraft 
directed the 

^ French 
Language study 

abroad program twice.
What Schoolcraft
called advanced 
babysitting in France 
also included forming 
budgets, making itin

eraries and teaching the orientation class.
“Texas A&M has many strengths where they 

don’t need my help, but this is one area where 1 
have expertise that can contribute to the student 
community at A&M in its effort to international
ize,” he said. “What I'm interested in is getting 
other people interested in tackling the challenge 
to take their education into their own hands.”

Elizabeth Autin, a junior economics major 
and peer counselor for the Study Abroad Office, 
said she first considered work
ing in the Study Abroad Office 
because of her experiences 
abroad through family vacations 
and a high school trip.

“I wanted to be part of some
thing that gets people out there 
and expresses the fact that peo
ple shouldn’t be afraid of every
thing,” she said.

Megan Crocker, a graduate 
management student, wanted to 
gain experience in public rela
tions. She went on a study 
abroad trip to Mexico, organized 
by the Department of 
Journalism.

The next summer, she was 
asked to return for a fully-paid 
internship.

“It was definitely not a coffee 
and copies internship,” she said. “1 did work 1 
probably would not be entrusted to do here.”

Even though Crocker said the internship was 
challenging and stressful, it confirmed she want
ed to pursue a career in PR.

She is now considering moving back to 
Mexico City after graduation.

Crocker recommends studying abroad rather 
than just going on vacation.

“Living there gives you the opportunity to get 
to know the locals and find out where and where 
not to go,” she said.

Schoolcraft said studying abroad allows stu
dents to see what life is like for another culture.

“Studying abroad brings students a lot more 
than they expect,” he said. “Students expect to 
be tourists, and instead they face great personal

challenges that bring them confidence and a 
desire to continue to travel.”

Thornton said he would like to go back to 
Europe to study and possibly live with another 
host family.

“There’s so much to see and do in Europe 
as well as tons of different people to meet and 
talk to — that one experience over there isn’t 
enough,” he said.

Thornton said he didn’t want to encounter all 
the people that he did meet, how
ever.

He once met a man in Rome 
dressed in yellow rubber boots, 
old worn out pants and a hpme- 
made vest with matching hat.

“1 saw him and didn’t think 
much of it again until I turned 
around, and he was taunting me 
with his stick that was obviously 
supposed to be a sword. He then 
made faces at me like he was a 
crying baby drinking a bottle. 1 
think he wanted some money,” 
Thornton said.

While Crocker didn’t have any 
experiences quite like Thornton’s, 
she said she wished she would 
have studied Spanish before 
going.

Schoolcraft advises students to 
talk to others who have studied abroad. He also 
recommends talking to foreign students studying 
at A&M.

Autin encourages Aggie students to go abroad 
for a full semester instead of just a summer term. 
That way. she said, people can be enveloped in 
the whole culture.

Schoolcraft said one of the drawbacks of the 
summer program was the length.

“You can’t learn a language in six weeks,” 
he said.

For students who don’t know where they 
want to go, or what they want to study, the Study 
Abroad Office has its own library of references 
to foreign countries. Certain programs are open 
to all majors, others are major-specific.

I wanted to be 
part of something 
that gets people out 
there and expresses 
the fact that people 

shouldn't he afraid of 
everything.

— Elizabeth Autin 
junior economics major

“We want to make sure that people have plenty 
of opportunities to go abroad,” Autin said. “If 
you’re here for four years, going abroad provides a 
really nice break.”

One wish Schoolcraft has for the program is 
for there to be more scholarships available, to 
limit the factor of economic selection.

However, he said if someone wants to go badly 
enough, they will find a way to get there.

While some students were concerned about 
traveling in wartime, or in times of other crises, 
Autin said they shouldn't worry.

“The University won’t send someone on a trip 
if the area is unsafe,” she said.

She also said the Study Abroad Office receives 
numerous travel warnings that they read and take 
into account.

Schoolcraft said this year was an especially 
sensitive time for students in France.

“When we arrived and showed genuine 
respect for our hosts, it opened many doors, and 
it was clear how much the two countries have to 
offer each other.” he said.

Crocker agrees that 
people need to break ^ 
down existing stereo
types about foreign 
cultures. She said peo
ple need to experience 
other cul- ^ 

and * 
of life 

because the 
American way 
isn’t the only way 
of doing things and stu
dents should be
exposed to all walks of 
life.

“Even if going 
abroad just confirms 
your love for the 
U.S. and what 
you’ve been 
blessed with 
here, what’s so 
wrong with 
that,” she said.
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Career Advising- All Majors 
Internship Listings 

Job Search Workshops 
Resume Reviews 

Career Research Library

-^Career Center
Texas A&M University

With you every step of the way

http://careercenter.tamu.edu 
209 Koldus 845-5139

Learn More. Do More.
featuring... j

Windows 2000
JT-4 I Server

Learn how to manage an enterprise 
network with Microsoft's Active 

Directory services.

Learn how to use Microsoft's 
Remote Installation Services to 

deploy large-scale network environments.

Learn how to secure your network using
i.'VPNsencryption, Js and biometrics.

Manage your network efficiently using 
Group Policy to lock down desktops, deploy 
software and enforce corporate policies.

Respond faster and more efficiently by 
installing applications and images without 
ever leaving your desk.

Protect vital company and customer 
information from unauthorized access.

Get the knowledge you need to get more done.
Call 979.846.9727 to speak to a learning consultantyMicro/4ge’ or visit us online at www.MicroAgeCS.com.

COLLEGE STATION
Microsoft Certified System Engineer and 

System Administrator track beginning September 15!

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
1 LARGE
1-TOPPING
$C 99

pu/only

2 LARGE
1-TOPPING

$I2"
■ pu/delivery

1 EX-LARGE 
2-TOPPING
HO.50

■ pu/delivery

1 LARGE
2-TOPPING 

& 2 liter drink
$| | 991 1 • pu/delivery

PICK YOUR SIDE 
LARGE 

2TOPPING 
AND 1 SIDE

$|7 78
I pu/delivery

FAMILY SPECIAL
1 LARGE SPECIALTY

1 LARGE 
2TOPPING

$I6.M

ANY
LARGE

SPECIALTY

HI."

Northgate
601 University Dr. 

979-846-3600

Post Oak Square Center 
100 Harvey Rd., Suite D 

979-764-7272

Rock Prairie 
1700 Rock Prairie 

979-680-0508
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Sunday: 11 a.m. - midnight 
Monday - Wednesday: 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. 

Thursday: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. - 3 a.m.
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http://careercenter.tamu.edu
http://www.MicroAgeCS.com

