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Discrepancy between ACT, 
SAT math scores raises doubl
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Beginning of Semester Help is available at the 
following locations:

Sept3, 1:30 - 3:30pm Blocker

Sept3, 5:00 - 7:00pm SCC

Sept 4, 8:30 - 10:30am SCC

Sept 5, 10:30am - 12:30pm West Campus

Sept 8, 9:00 - 11:00am Blocker

Sept 9, 2:30 - 4:30pm West Campus

Sept 9, 5:00 - 7:00pm SCC

Sept 10, 1:30-3:30pm SCC

Drop by any time during the above hours

First, the maker of America’s 
second-most popular college 
entrance exam releases this year’s 
test scores and declares incoming 
freshmen largely unprepared for 
math and science classes. A week 
later, results from the nation’s No. 
1 test show math scores at a 35- 
year high.

Something doesn’t add up.
In the wake of the annual 

release of ACT and SAT test 
scores, educators are still dis
agreeing about what to make of 
the results. One testing critic calls 
the discrepancy a result of mar
keting efforts aimed at setting the 
two exams apart.

“These are businesses in a 
nonprofit form,’’ said Robert 
Schaeffer of FairTest, an organi
zation that advocates balanced 
standardized exams.

The ACT scores for the high 
school class of 2003 were identi
cal in math and science to the 
year before — 20.6 and 20.8, 
respectively, on a 36-point scale. 
In the last five years, math and 
science scores have dropped 
slightly on the test, taken by near
ly 1.2 million of last spring’s high 
school graduates.

Researchers for the ACT ana
lyzed this year’s results and con
cluded that just 26 percent of test- 
takers were ready to handle col
lege coursework in science and 
40 percent in math.

Meanwhile, the SAT math 
scores were the best since at 
least 1967: 519 on a scale with 
a top score of 800. Since the 
1999 exam, math scores are up 
eight points.

Some educators say the num
ber of students enrolled in reme
dial math and science courses at 
four-year schools support the 
ACT’s conclusions.

Michael Kirst, a Stanford 
University education professor, 
said the ACT’s position is com-

Math scores 
puzzle test 
makers

Average math SAT scores
The highest possible score is 8ff
520

The average math score for 
students taking the SAT 
exam has gone up in the 
past five years. Meanwhile, 
the average math and 
science scores for the ACT 
exam have gone down.

Average ACT scores
The highest possible
score is 36. 
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patible with a study he co
authored earlier this year. It also 
found that many freshmen are not 
prepared for college math and 
science, despite gains in achieve
ment scores.

But Andrew Porter, the direc
tor of the Learning Sciences 
Institute at Vanderbilt University 
maintains the SAT scores do, in 
fact, represent an upward trend in 
math and science proficiency.

“To have scores higher than 
35 years ago and to be testing a 
larger and more diverse student 
body than was tested 35 years ago 
is pretty dam impressive — 
whether they’re ready for college 
or not," Porter said.

Porter and other educators 
noted that the assessments of the 
SAT and ACT reflect the differ
ences between the exams and the 
students who take the tests.

Although most universities 
are willing to factor either or 
both tests into the admissions 
process, the SAT is generally the

primary exam taken by stai 
on the two coasts, eda;: 
noted. It also figures : 
prominently in the admis- 
procedures at elite collcgti 
universities. The ACT is pc 
in the middle of the c® 
where it is the standard ux. 
many public institutions.

Headquartered in Iowa 
low a, the nonprofit ACT k 
its findings on whether sKi; 
reached “college read::: 
benchmarks in the math an: 
ence sections of the exam.

it also gave students a; 
tionnaire about their class * 
which found fewer than ha!: 
three years of science and 
years of math classes.

“I don’t believe it’s apr 
lion." said Cyndie Scheme 
ACT’s vice president olde: 
ment. “I think what we: 
here is a real issue suppom 
remedial course work lha: 
ports our data."
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Banc of America Securities is shining bright 
on Wall Street. Our integrated model is 
gaining market share at the expense of 
longer established competitors, and we’re 
closing more deals than ever for our clients. 
For you, that means greater visibility and the 
opportunity to have an immediate impact. 
Join us in the spotlight. Banc of America Securities
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