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By Troy Miller
THE BATTALION

When the last line of defense 
Hs beaten, in any sense of the 
■ilirase, bad things happen. For 
Hhe Texas A&M women's soccer 

|eam, sophomore goalkeeper Kati 
o Spisak is that last line, and she 
sn't used to being beaten.

After a steadily improving 
reshman campaign, Spisak is 
eady to step up as the leader of 
he Aggie defense in 2003.

‘This time last year (Spisak) 
as a meek little freshman,” said 
&M soccer coach G. Guerrieri.

‘Now, she has definitely devel
oped into, I think, the premier 
goalkeeper in the country.”

The 6’2” goalkeeper has 
allowed just one goal in 180 
linutes of playing in net for the 
o. 6 Aggies (2-0). The goal 

she allowed was against No. 22 
Southern Methodist University 

[with less than three minutes 
emaining.

In front of Spisak is a defen- 
ive back line that has a few 
ew faces. Joining returning 
tarters Amanda Burke and 

[Shannon Labhart are freshmen 
Tinda Pierson and Annie 
Burnett.

“I feel confident with two new

Volleyball
Continued from page IB

have much energy to spare. The team will have 
to hit the ground running as it opens the tourna
ment against a strong Louisville team that has 

I been no stranger to tough competition this year.
Coach Leonid Yelin has pieced together one 

jof the toughest non-conference schedules in the 
country for his squad. The Cardinals opened the 

[season against No. 13 UCLA, followed by No.6 
Minnesota, and finished off their weekend by 

[taking on No.2 Hawaii. The team managed to 
[steal an upset from Minnesota, led by senior 
| Sonja Percan, who amassed 19 kills.

“We try to get the best competition we can 
i early, in the first three or four weeks before con- 
Iference,” Yelin said. “(That way) we can see 
! where we stand and see what we have to do.”

Michigan (1-2), the tournament’s host school, 
is coming off a loss at Florida State on Aug. 30, 

I the last time it saw action. Murray State will see 
the court for the first time in the 2003 season.

freshmen playing,” Spisak said. 
“I was kind of nervous coming 
into (the season), but they've 
stepped in right away and have 
done a great job.”

With the Utah Utes (2-0) and 
freshman goalkeeper Ashley 
Mason coming to the Aggie 
Soccer Complex, Spisak and the 
Aggies have to stay at the top of 
their game.

Mason has allowed just one 
goal in 135 minutes of play. The 
lone goal was in a 4-1 Utah victo
ry over then-No. 17 Michigan in 
Ann Arbor, Mich.

“We're giving (Utah) the 
respect they deserve,” Guerrieri 
said. “They’re a team that if you 
give them tin opportunity they’ll 
kill you.”

Utah coach Rich Manning led 
the Utes to the second round of 
the NCAA tournament and a 13- 
4-3 record in his first season at 
the helm in 2002. In the NCAA 
tournament, Utah beat Portland, a 
perennial Final Four-caliber side.

Coming to Texas to face A&M 
is not an easy task, but Utah is 
used to playing tough teams on 
the road.

“The trip to Texas provides us 
with some great challenges,” 
Manning said. “We are playing 
one of the top programs in the 
country in Texas A&M. I am sure

Utah

John C. Livas • THE BATTALION

Texas A&M midfielder Becky Olson looks downfield for a chance to pass past 
TCU defender Moran Lavi on Aug. 29. A&M hosts Utah tonight at 7:30.

freshman Kat Krambeer.
“Up front it's our jc

we will know a lot more about 
ourselves after this weekend."

Utah also boasts Mountain 
West Player of the Week senior 
midfielder Amber Brower. 
Brower scored two goals in the 
Utes’ opening weekend, includ
ing a goal and assist against 
Michigan.

The Aggies also boast a 
powerful and fast offensive duo 
in junior Emma Smith and

>b to
score, but more importantly it's 
our job to have someone score,” 
Krambeer said.

With two solid offenses and 
great goalkeepers, this game may 
come down to whose back line 
holds toughest. The Aggies feel 
confident in their young defense 
when they face Utah at 7:30 
Friday night.

Continued from page 1 B

hinders the Utes’ base 4-3 defense, a steady 
dose of blitz schemes allows the team to keep 
opposing offenses guessing.

“It seems like they try to blitz from 
everywhere and every chance they get,” 
said junior A&M quarterback Dustin Long.

Senior middle linebacker Ray Holdcraft 
and senior strong safety Dave Revill are the 
two most likely candidates to capitalize 
amid the confusion.

Holdcraft posted eight tackles against 
USU, five of which were unassisted. Revill 
led Utah in tackles last year with 89, includ
ing nine tackles for a loss and three sacks.

“They’ve got talent,” said A&M coach 
Dennis Franchione. “This team, if they 
were in the Big 12, would hold their own.”

If Meyer’s team can hold its own at Kyle 
Field this weekend, it will take a significant 
step toward the lofty goals set by the ener
getic coach. Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Golf
Continued from page 1B

from sophomore Ashley Frey, who fin
ished second on the team statistically as a 
true freshman.

“I think Ashley is ready to step up this 
year,” Sutherland said. “She had a very 
focused summer, and I think she’s really 
working to improve her weaknesses. She 
has a lot of great strengths that are going 
to help her.”

A&M also gained new confidence with 
its solid postseason play. Despite its green
ness, the team reached the NCAA Central 
Regionals and placed ninth out of the 20 par
ticipants, barely missing the NCAA berth.

"When you have two or three inexperi
enced people in the lineup you have a lot 
of growing pains and they learn a lot of 
tough lessons because there’s just no one 
else to depend upon,” Sutherland said. “In 
the long run it’s really good for them.”
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Software Developers Wanted

The Economic Research Laboratory of Texas A&M University 
(erl.tamu.edu) is seeking two student technicians who are interested in 
software development. The ideal candidate will have GUI Programming 
experience, especially inVisualStudio.NET 2003, and an understanding of 
TCP/IP networking.

We are also seeking a developer to port our subject recruiting web 
(econdollars.tamu.edu) to an open source platform (Apache, MySQL, PHP 
or Python).

Starting Salary: $ 12 per hour with rapid advancement possible. 

Applicants should send resume and cover letter via email or fax to:

John Van Huyck
Email: john.vanhuyck@tamu.edu 

Fax: 979-847-8757

News Makers/News Breakers: 
Conversations on Leadership in Public Life

Saturday, Sept. 13, 2003 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Texas A&M University 
Memorial Student Center, Room 292

Keynote speakers
Dr. Robert M. Gates, President, Texas A&M University 

Wayne Slater, Austin Bureau Chief. Dallas Morning News

Panelists
The Hon. John Carter, U.S. House of Representatives, District 31 

Cindy Lawson, Executive Director, University Relations 
Dave McNeely, political columnist, Austin American •Statesman 

Gary Borders, Publisher. Lufkin Daily News 
Mike Sims, Class of ‘87, former student body president 

Brooke Rollins. Class of ’95. former student body president 
Loren Steffy, Class of ’87, former Battalion editor in chief 
Scot Walker, Class of ’95, former Battalion editor in chief

Online registration 
http://battalion.tamu.edu

• Registration limited to 125 student leaders and 75 student journalists
• IWo participants per student organization
• Lunch provided

Sponsored by the
Division of Student Media 

Office of University Relations 
Department of Student Life

Friday, Sept. 5th
8 pm-11:45 pm
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Northgate Post Oak Square Center Rock Prairie 
601 University Dr. 100 Harvey Rd., Suite D 1700 Rock Prairie

979-846-3600 979-764-7272 979-680-0508
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Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. - 3 a

r O >v 
H m m z

Serving Texas Aggies Since 1982

112 Holleman Drive • College Station, TX

979-693-9 664

mailto:john.vanhuyck@tamu.edu
http://battalion.tamu.edu

