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Manufacturing index rises in August
By Eileen Alt Powell
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK 
Manufacturing activity picked 
up strongly in August for a sec
ond straight month, suggesting 
the fragile industrial sector is in 
the midst of a turnaround 
despite a bleak job picture.

The Institute for Supply 
Management reported
Tuesday that its manufactur
ing index rose to 54.7 last 
month from 51.8 in July. A 
reading above 50 indicates 
expansion, while one below 
50 indicates that manufactur
ing activity is slowing.

The index in August was at 
its highest level since last 
December and was stronger than 
analysts had been expecting.

“Though two months of 
growth do not establish a 
trend, there is strength in the 
various segments of this report 
that we have not seen for some 
time,” Norbert J. Ore, who 
oversees the index for the 
ISM. said in a statement 
accompanying the report.

He noted that new orders 
and production have both had 
readings above 50 percent for 
four consecutive months, indi
cating that “the continuation 
of a second-half recovery 
appears on track.”

Still, employment continued 
to deteriorate.

The manufacturing sec
tor has lost 2.7 million 
jobs since June 2000, and 
the Institute for Supply 
Management’s index for 
employment fell to 45.9 in 
August from 46.1 in July.

“It’s a disappointment 
that factory employment 
appears to have declined 
slightly faster in August 
than in July,” said Patrick 
Fearon, an economist at 
A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. 
in St. Louis. He blamed for
eign competition in some 
industries and lack of strong 
capital spending in others.
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Drugs seized at border during holiday weekend
EL PASO, Texas (AP) — Inspectors 

seized more than 200 pounds of cocaine and 
more than 2,000 pounds of marijuana at 
three border crossing sites over the Labor 
Day weekend.

They also apprehended 27 wanted 
persons, identified two export viola
tions, recovered a stolen vehicle and 
seized undeclared prescription medica
tion and liquor.

The largest of the four cocaine seizures 
was Saturday, when 104.1 pounds in 42 
packages was discovered in the floor of a

1999 CMC Denali at the Ysleta crossing. 
Perla Monica Torres, 29, and Myma Araceli 
Grajeda, 30. both of El Paso, were arrested.

Also Saturday, Ysleta agents discov
ered 35.3 pounds of cocaine in 22 bundles 
in the dashboard of a 1999 Volkswagen 
Jetta and arrested the driver, Juan Luis 
Barrera, 27, of Juarez, Mexico.

Inspectors discovered 25 pounds of 
cocaine in 10 bundles in the quarter pan
els of a 2(XX) Chrysler Cirrus at the Paso 
Del Norte crossing on Friday and arrested 
Odille Cecilia Lujan Fernandez, 20. of

Chihuahua City, Mexico. At the sanx 
crossing on Saturday, inspectors discov
ered 35.8 pounds »cainc in 15 txmdfc 
in the rocker panels of a 2(KX) Chevtote 
Malibu and arrested Julio Ccs;: 
Rixlriguez. 20, of El Paso.

The largest marijuana seizure occur?: 
Friday at the Bridge of the Americas cart: 
lot. Inspectors detected an anomaly in tk 
appearance of the sidewalls of a trailer (k 
ing an X-ray scan and found 1.083 pound 
of the drug in 953 bundles. No arrests wr: 
made, and inspectors are investigating.
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textbook price

You do the math.
How smart is this. All the textbooks you need for up to 60% off retail prices. And all you have 

to c*0 ‘s 9° to ^a'f-com and type in the book titles, or ISBN numbers. Gotta love that new math.

For a limited time, first-time buyers

Save an additional $5
on purchases of $50 or more?

Simply use this code:
TAMU2003

h lf.com'

Same textbooks. Smarter prices.

* Average retail price of a new college textbook: $73 based on 2002 data from Follett Corp., Associated Press, 1/27/03. Average Half.com college textbook price: $26 based on site statistics, January 2003. tFirst time buyers only. Limited time offer; excludes ship
ping and handling; offer subject to change or termination without prior notice. Copyright 2003 Half.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Half.com and the Half.com logo are trademarks ofHalf.com, Inc. eBay and the eBay logo are registered trademarks of eBay, Inc.

M
News

The Bait 
community 
ditions. But 
must be wil 
semester co 
of service, t 
only becom 
the old.

This sem 
using new 1 

student lead 
Battalion ev 
student lead 
the news ai 
serve, whicl 
their constit 
for mail call 

The new 
campus in 
expectation: 
Meet the E 
Forsyth Cer 
from 2 to 4 

If you ca 
your sugges 
The only w; 
if we are a\ 
and see us 
tor@thebatt 
please send

TH
Kditor in Ch 

Managing Kdit 

Opinion Kdit 

Metro Kdit

The Baltalio 
less and includi 
reserves the righ 
milled in person 
be mailed to: 01 
Station, TX 77K

Constiti 
abuse o

In respon 
Blakley’s S

The l 
Constitution 
terpreted 
recently b 
Alabama an 
in his Sepl 
states that 
move the st; 
ately made 
Circuit Cou 
the basis 
church ai 
Constitutior 
about sep£ 
and stat 
Amendmen 
“Congress : 
respecting 
of religion...’

Liberal jut 
ones in Ala 
power, mi 
Constitution 
our foundin 
interesting t 
the Suprer 
United Sta 
you will fii 
Moses hoi 
than the Ter

|N»I1

mailto:usareservations@travelcuts.com
http://www.travelcuts.com

