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Give me a home
By Kristin McNulty

THE BATTALION

Renee Ricker said she 
went to the Brazos Animal 
Shelter looking to adopt a 
cat, but instead found 
Sylvester on the day he 
was to be euthanized.

“I knew he was the one 
forme,” said Ricker, a sen
ior history major, about the 
rabbit she adopted in 
October 2000.

Located in Bryan, The 
Brazos Animal Shelter 
houses animals that have 
been picked up as strays or 
turned in by their owners. 
The shelter has everything 
from livestock to exotic 
animals. Since animals that 
have not been adopted 
within a designated amount 
of time will be euthanized, 
workers encourage people 
to adopt these animals 
before it is too late.

According to the 2001 
national average census 60 
to 70 percent of animals in 
shelters are adopted while 
the remaining are put to 
sleep.

Ashley Wesp, interim 
director of the Brazos 
Animal Shelter, said that 
20 percent of the animals 
taken in are put down 
because there is simply not 
enough space in the facility 
for them.

Landon Wran, a sopho
more civil engineering 
major, said he was just a 
college student who want
ed to have a pet when he 
went to the shelter. Upon 
adopting his lab mix, 
Shiner, Wran discovered 
she had been abused by her 
previous owners and he 
knew he could give her a 
loving home.

“She seems to know I

Brazos Valley animal shelter encourages pet adoption
saved her,” Wran said.

The shelter has an adop
tion fee of $70, which 
includes everything from 
spaying or neutering to 
grooming coupons.

“Because overpopula
tion increases the number 
of euthanizations, spaying 
and neutering is essential,” 
Wesp said.

“With neutering, your dog 
or cat is less likely to roam 
and mark his territory at 
everything in sight,” she said. 
“Spaying reduces the chance 
of mammary gland cancer in 
your dog or cat.”

“We are running out of 
space at the shelter because 
people will not spay or 
neuter their animals, and 
this leads to more eutha
nizations,” Wesp said.

When someone adopts a 
pet from the shelter, its first 
set of vaccinations are 
included along with an 
AVID microchip. The first 
set of vaccinations, along 
with an AVID microchip, 
are included when a person 
adopts a pet from the shel
ter.

“The microchip is an 
identification system that 
is used for every one of our 
animals at the shelter,” 
Wesp said.

Owners receive coupons 
for a free grooming and a 
free physical exam along 
with discount coupons for 
obedience training and pet 
supplies. A leash or cat box 
is included when an owner 
takes his pet home.

The shelter also needs 
volunteers to bathe the ani
mals, feed them and help 
out with additional clean
ing tasks.

The Pajama Party is an 
event that helps promote 
adopting the animals.

There is a half price adop
tion fee if you come in 
your pajamas, and the fee 
still includes all of the ben
efits. Several local radio 
stations come out to the 
shelter to report on the 
event.

“Volunteer help is need
ed for the Pajama Party on 
July 25 from 7 p.m. to 12 
a.m. at the shelter,” Wesp 
said.

The shelter is also work
ing to improve its facilities.

“An 89 acre, fenced in, 
off-leash pet park is in the 
making and will be open in

a few years,” Wesp said.
The pet park will 

include a farm education 
center and a pet memorial 
garden; an agility course 
and pond will be available 
for the more adventurous 
pets. The location for the 
pet playground is off of 
Farm Road 1179 across 
from the golf course.

For those looking to 
adopt a pet, Wran offers 
one piece of advice: 
“Adopt a pet that will be 
happy in your environ
ment, not just because they 
are cute.”

Top: This pointer 
was found in 
College Station 
last Thursday 
and is currently 
available for 
adoption.
Right: This puppy 
was found along 
with his brothers 
and sisters in 
College Station 
after being aban
doned by his 
owner. He is also 
available for 
adoption.
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' UV Free Tanning

One Month Unlimited Tanning
(limit I coupon per semester) 
Good at any location. Espiiw 8-3M3

.Tan
/5e£ax. I^e-ficueitate, “7a*.

’’Tan in 60 seconds

$ 10
Off Mystic Tan Visit
(First time customers only) 

Expires 8-31-03

COLLEGE STATION 
680-0055 

1605 Texas Ave. S. 
(Culpepper Plaza)

BRYAN
846-4822

4001 East 29th St. 
(Winn Dixie Center)

COLLEGE STATION
693-5555

1718 Rock Prairie Rd. 
(Prairie Center)

www.TotalTanSalons.
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Italian Restaurant

/^iiiAeatU Italian..just like hememaie 
^uniatf tinner at /Hamma s house

r Buy one Frlttella, get a fountain drink 1

FREE ii^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^,v,ust J I
Our House Specialty: Deep Fried Pizza Pie I 

Lasagna • Cannelloni • Baked Pasta Ziti _
Meatball Panino Sandwich • Classic Italian Pizza

Focaccia • Soup • Salad Bar • Cheesecake ■
Beer • Wine • Soft Drinks • Espresso • Cappuccino • Caffe Latte I 

^.oesnfthlng is mate fresh in-house inclutlnq our pasta 
Sun-Thurs Ilam-9pm • Fri &Sat I lam-11pm 

Call ahead and pick-up at our drive-thru window ■
3901 S. Texas Ave. (l/2 mile north of University Dr.) • 260-6666 m

* *One of Marvin Zindler’s Top 50 Restaurants * * f
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Salons.com J
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222 n. main in historic dstonfston hryan ()7r).822.2(>75

Lot-of-fcin, Laugh-a-lot

Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. b
M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.),

Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)
or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) "

Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 
111 Univ. Dr., Ste. 217 846-6117
(In Bank of America. Next to Black Eyed Pea.) ■

Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early. m
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WHY BOTHER WITH PARKING 
WHEN YOU CAN WALK TO TAMU?

Now Pre-Leasing!
2 & 3 Bedrooms for lease

Our Facilities Include:
24-hour emergency maintenance 
Large Closets
Ceiling fans and mini-blinds 
Beautiful bay windows

Northgate at the Corner of Nagle & Cherry
(979) 846-2173
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You may qualify for a clinical research study if you 
have any of the following conditions:

SINUS INFECTION?
• Males & Females 18 years of age or older
• Up to $400 paid for time and travel.

FACIAL ACNE?
• Male and Female 13-30 years of age;
• Up to $100 reimbursed to qualified participants 

for time and travel.
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(979) 776-1417 or ton free (888) 438-9586

Medical assessments, study-related diagnostic tests, and investigational 
medication are provided to qualified participants at no charge.

Riviera Day Spa
fet the stress of suroroe? school 

doD’t forget other’s D^y!
i 1 6%off ANY SERVICE i

Must present coupon to receive offer.
Does not include include packages.

1800 Brothers Blvd., College Station 
695-0327

http://www.TotalTanSalons

