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By Jim Vertuno
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — Four years ago, 
legislators wrote into state law 
that an unmarried, minor girl 
had to notify a parent before she 
could get an abortion, or she 
could get a judge to allow her to 
bypass that requirement.

On Wednesday, the Senate 
gave preliminary approval to 
tracking how many of those 
cases get to court and how often 
the girls are denied or allowed to 
avoid telling their parents before 
getting the abortion.

Anti-abortion groups hailed 
the bill as a step in tracking a 
super-secret process in which 
not only the girls’ names are 
protected, but the judges presid­
ing over the cases are, too.

Joe Krai, legislative director 
of Texas Right to Life, which 
supports the bill, said the data 
would be the public’s only way 
to gauge what is happening in 
the secret process.

“People want to know, 
Texans want to know, how their 
judicial bypass is being imple­
mented,” Krai said.

Abortion rights groups, how­
ever, warned the move could 
make judges the targets of anti- 
abortion campaigns, disrupting 
a process they say should be 
devoid of politics.

“This Legislature is a petri 
dish of anti-choice,” said Kae 
McLaughlin, executive director 
of the Texas Abortion and 
Reproductive Rights Action 
League. “(The judges) will have 
to choose between politics and 
the young woman’s story who’s 
sitting in front of them.”

(The judges) will 
have to choose 

between politics and 
the young woman’s 

story who’s sitting in 
front of them.

— Kae McLaughlin 
pro-choice lobbyist

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Kim 
Brimer, R-Fort Worth, said the 
state has almost no way to track 
comprehensive data on how 
often these cases go to court or 
whether some judges are rou­
tinely granting or refusing 
bypasses.

“We’re missing the boat on 
courts who may be roadblock­
ing,” Brimer said, “or which 
may be rubber stamping.” He 
said the data could also help 
track trends in teen pregnancy. 

Under the bill, the Texas
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Supreme Court would set the 
rules for gathering and releasing 
the information to the public. 
Brimer said the names of the 
girls and the judges would 
remain confidential and that the 
information that is released must 
not be able to identify a particu­
lar judge.

He said the data could be 
released in geographic areas 
such as appeals courts districts 
or even larger. The information 
could not be released on a coun- 
ty-by-county basis, he said.

Several senators questioned 
Brimer’s motives and whether it 
was an attempt to curtail the 
judicial bypass. Sen. Jeff 
Wentworth, R-San Antonio, 
tried but failed to amend the bill 
to make any release of data on a 
statewide basis instead of 
regional.

“I’ve heard from judges who 
are concerned this will be used 
in political campaigns,” 
Wentworth said. “I don’t think 
that’s appropriate.”

Krai, however, said the confi­
dentiality provisions would 
make that all but impossible.

“You’d be hard-pressed to 
find a judge under these condi­
tions,” he said.

The Senate agreed to con­
sider the bill on a 21-9 vote 
before giving preliminary 
approval on a voice vote. A 
final vote of approval is expect­
ed on Thursday.

Texas Teacher tapes mouths shut
SOUTHLAND, Texas - At least two parents in 

the Garza County community of Southland want 
the school district to fire a sixth-grade teacher 
they say taped shut the mouths of several stu­
dents who wouldn't stop talking in class.
“From what I gathered from my son, he and 

some other boys were talking and they had been 
talking all class period, and the teacher got upset 
and began taping students' mouths,” Mary Lea, 
mother of an 11-year-old boy, said in a story in 
Wednesday's online edition of the Lubbock 
/Wanche-Journal.

“With my son and another child, she wrapped 
masking tape completely around their head,” Lea 
said.

Pam Phillips said the teacher also taped her 
son's mouth shut.

Both women said their children have asthma.
“My child can't breathe through his nose," 

Phillips said. “Whenever he has his asthma 
attacks, he definitely can't.”

Upset parents went to the Southland school on 
Tuesday and spoke with the teacher, Lea said.

"She said to us,'I'm sorry. This will never hap­
pen again. I made a mistake,’“ Lea said. “She's 
in that classroom with my child, and I want her 
gone.”
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$ 140.00
• 5x10 from May - August
• Three free boxes
• One free lock, admin fee included

Pay up front and enjoy the summer!

All other sized units are on 
discount to fit your needs.

Security: Manager lives on site, 24 hour digital 
video surveillance and restricted gate hours.

Save Time!
|ent on-line! 

Pay on-line!

This special is for 
students and new rentals only. 

*No Bands Please

(979)821-2129
741 N. Harvey Mitchell Parkway
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Free!
Ride your bike to school or work tomorrow and then 
meet us at Freebirds at Northgate from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. for a FREE regular burrito and a FREE 
Texas A&M Transportation Services water bottle. 
Entertainment and local cycling information will 
also be provided.

Join us as we celebrate and encourage bicycle riding 
on campus and in the community. But don’t forget 
your bike!

For more information contact 
bikes@tamu.edu.
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Barkeeper brakes i
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Ask For Kevin

Store Hours: Mon-Sot 7:00am-6:00pm
2715 S. Texas Ave - (979) 764-1844

Front disc or rear shoes | 
Installation extra
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*4922cylinder

Mony tan. fagfat kudu and vom. ‘Thete mo/ be sabstantal extra cod la 
odriftonol ports and bfeot Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
See rronofler (a details oad warranty terms. Mot good with any other offer. 
At partkipafeg shops only. Expires 08/31/03.

*69T!yind«f $B9T^n<l«r
• Indol MW spark plugs • idle sped, set timing ff epptaUe)
* Aspect choke, throttle, linkage, spark plug wires and drstribelor rap

| Many cots, light Trucks and tram Irons verse, H engtee and k/C interference extra. [ 
‘Then may be s^stonhal extra cast fa odthtnad parts and tabor Covpoe rant he ( 

J presented al frne of purchase. Hof good with any other offei At partktpalng straps f 
flordy. Exams 08/31/03

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER
S1C9515 Ka/yaine

•UpToSQts. 10W300il • Most (arc l liglit Trucks 
• Diesel Vehicles Excluded • Synthetic Oil Extra

Coupon must be presented ottime of purchase. Not good witi 
ony odiet offer At participating shop only. Offer epos 08/3l/03._

TOTAL CAR CARE Free Wheel Balance With Tire Purchase!

College Station Utilities & the ^ A 
College Station Parks Department 
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Leon Russell 
w/ Bobby Hall

Gary R Nunn 
w/Randy Rogers

Marshall Tucker 
w/Tracy Conover

SATURDAY, MAY 10 SATURDAY, MAY 1 7 SATURDAY, MAY 31
Rodney Foster 

w/Bonnie Bishop
Earl Thomas Conley 
w/Diamondback, TX

Killer Bees 
w/l-Tex

SATURDAY, JUNE 7 SATURDAY, JUNE 14 SATURDAY, JUNE 21
Duck Soup Trout Fishing in America 

w/Terri Hendrix
Malford Milligan 

and Friends

SATURDAY, JUNE 28 SATURDAY, JULY 12 SATURDAY, JULY 19
Indian Jazz Group 
w/The Big Apple Trio

Hanna's Reef Big Otis

k BrBring your picnic baskets, chairs, coolers, BYOB. 
(No glass containers or pets, please.)

For more information, call: (979) 764-3486 
www.ci.college-station.tx.us

!
Wolf Pen Creek Amphitheater 

College Station, TX

Water is Life 
Power is Progress 

Service is Pride

Community Owned

pARks & 
RECREATiOINI

CollEqE StatIonft EQUICOM
^^RADIO BROADCASTING

KORA • KTAM • KXCS • KZTR
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