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BLEU Edmondson
♦ “$50 and a Flask of Crown”
♦ All tickets $6 at the door

♦ $1.00 U-call-its and $1.50 longnecks tit 10p.m.
♦ $1.50 CHUGGERS AND $2.50 PITCHERS ALL NIGHT!
♦ With special guest: the Britt Lloyd Band

♦ TICKETS $12 AT THE DOOR OR $10 IN 
ADVANCE AT CAVENDERS, BASKINS, AND THE
Hall of Fame

♦ $1.50 CHUGGERS AND $2.50 PITCHERS!

♦ Great drink specials, including $1.50 CHUGGERS AND 
$2.50 pitchers!

♦ Tickets a vailable at the door

♦ Opening act: Aaron Watson

"Last Beer 
of the Year" 
Party, featuring: /^iOlrVLER.

The Texas Hall of Fame encourages you to drink responsibly and always 
designate a driver. Free soft drinks to designated drivers over 21.
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War, SARS inhibit econora
By Martin Crutsinger
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
economy has been struggling to 
overcome a series of obstacles 
from the onset of the Iraq war to 
late winter storms and the out
break of a mysterious Asian 
virus, the Federal Reserve 
reported Wednesday.

The Fed said economic con
ditions in March and the first 
two weeks of April continued to 
be “lackluster” with the econo
my still trying to rebound from a 
pronounced slowdown that 
began late last year.

The central bank did say 
there were scattered signs of bet
ter days ahead, including pock
ets of strength in manufacturing, 
some pickup in demand for busi
ness loans and at least a slowing 
of job layoffs.

“The Fed is saying that there 
are plenty of things still to worry 
about, but this is the first report 
in quite a while to contain a few 
bright spots,” said Mark Zandi, 
chief economist at
Economy.com.

Richard Yamarone, chief 
economist at Argus Research in 
New York, said the Fed report 
may turn out to be too optimistic, 
especially if another wave of lay
offs hits the economy, further 
shaking consumer confidence.

“If you look at the various 
quarterly earnings reports of 
corporations, the general tone 
for new hiring still remains 
bleak,” Yamarone said.

The Fed’s survey, known as 
the “Beige Book” for the color 
of its cover, will be used by pol
icy-makers when they next meet 
to set interest rates on May 6.

While analysts said the cen
tral bank could cut interest rates 
at that meeting if there are fur
ther signs of deterioration, many 
predicted that the central bank 
would leave rates unchanged, 
preferring to see if the end of the
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“The Fed is in no hurry to 
change policy, particularly if 
there are budding signs of eco
nomic life in the post-Iraq 
world,” Zandi said.

Since January 2001, the Fed 
has cut interest rates 12 times. 
The last reduction on Nov. 6 
pushed the federal funds rate, 
the interest rate that banks 
charge each other, down to a 41- 
year low of 1.25 percent.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Minorities could be 
hurt in SS overhaul

WASHINGTON (AP) 
Minorities are greatly helped by 
disability and survivor benefits in 
the Social Security system and 
would be hurt by an overhaul 
that instead linked benefits 
mostly to contributions, 
gressional auditors say.

con-

The General Accounting Office 
report Wednesday appeared to 
contradict contentions by sup
porters of Social Security-linked 
personal investment accounts 
that minorities fare worse in the 
current system.

President Bush has proposed 
letting younger workers invest a 
portion of their payroll taxes in 
the stock market, much like a

401 (k) plan.
Proponents have said w 
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Campus Lodge
Apartments j

Brand NEW Bungalow; Available 
Individual Leare; " 3f Color TV+ 
U,4 Bedroo/w Bungalow;" Greened Veranda 
100% Private Bath; - Tinted Window* 
High fpeed Internet j "Play-Action P00I 
Fully Furni;hed w/Hardwood Furniture

Now Lea;ing Ju/viMer/Fall 1003 
STARTING & $401/Month*

And Much MORE!
Special Rate Induder 1 Month FREE/

Don't Drag your Feet, Hurry In!
(Rererve TODAY!)

W on-line @ www,ca/yipu;lodge,co/n

Campus Lodge
k/ertgate Chopping Center Leate OfF-:

4Z5? Wellborn Road 
Bryan, TH ?80t
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