
Attention Ags!
Part-time positions available in large insurance agency. Starting at s8/hr. 

Hours available:
Morning Shift 9am-2pm M/W/F or T/TH 

Afternoon Shift lpm-6pm M/W/F or T/TH

Sales Assistant Position - Duties include helping sales staff with marketing 
& insurance proposals.
Customer Service Position - Duties would include answering the phone, 
helping to start insurance policies, and servicing accounts for existing cus
tomers.
Both positions require availability to work every 1/3 Sat 10am-2pm. 3.0 
or higher GPA preferred. When applying, please reference what shift you 
are applying for and what days you are available to work.

Please send resume to:
The Liere Agency 1101 University Dr. East, Ste. 100 College Station, TX 77840

Aggieland’s Contact Lens 
HEADQUARTERS

Drs. Matt and Mindi Greene 
Therapeutic Optometrists 

Fightin’ Texas Aggie Class of ‘94 
“Do you have GREENE eyes?,,

404 University Dr. East
*Ask about our Student Specials!!*

*Ask about our Free LAS1K Consultations!!* 
All TAMU Plans Accepted!

Call Today!
(979) 693-3177

worldchonge your
London.........................$389
Paris..............................$444
Brussels........................$525
San Jose, C.R.............. $410
Eurail Passes from..... $249
Budget Hotels from....$18

Fare is round trip College Station. Subject to 
change and availability. Tax not included. 

Restrictions and blackouts apply.

721 Texas Ave. S. (979) 696.5077

pick up your complimendany, premiere issue oP BREAK 
magazine ad your local STA Travel branch.

www.sdadravel.com

on THE PHOOE

STA TRAVEL
on cnmpu/ on THE /TREET

Tickets go on sale Sunday at S:30 p.m. 4.0 & Go is located on the comer of 
SW Pkwy and Tx Ave, behind KFC next to Lack's.

Check our web page at http://www.4.0andGo.com or call 696-8886(TUTOR)

When you buy tickets at 4.0 and Go, you will receive 
a 4.0 stamped card for a free Chick-fii-a Chargrill Deluxe Chicken 

Sandwich at Post Oak Mall.
(Chlck-fil-a closed on Sunday).

8A si v

Monday, April 21, 2003 THE BATTALl(i

Craddick’s leadership taking shapi
By April Castro

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — Just three months into his 
leadership term, Texas House Speaker Tom 
Craddick has commanded the chamber 
through two of the most contentious debates 
the legislature has seen in years.

The Republican has solidified his grip on 
the membership with his highly competitive, 
win-at-all-costs style, even luring a few well- 
placed Democrats to his team along the way.

Craddick’s first battle as speaker was over 
a bill that combined medical malpractice and 
a measure to limit civil litigation in Texas.

Craddick and Gov. Rick Perry cam
paigned on lawsuit reform. Several other 
legislators, including Democrats, cam
paigned on medical malpractice reform.

It became clear early on it was a battle 
Craddick wasn’t going to lose.

While Democrats made last-ditch efforts 
to block consideration of the bill with polit
ical maneuvers and objections, Craddick 
tipped the scales, making his wishes plainly 
known to members and casting his own 
deciding vote on more than one occasion.

Historically, the House speaker doesn’t 
vote and more than one vote on the same

issue is widely considered unprecedented.
After the divisive fiasco of tort refomi, 

many Capitol insiders thought the proverbial 
wheels had surely fallen off the House, and 
wondered how they could move forward.

But, with the House divided down the 
aisle, Craddick brushed off the chasm, say
ing he learned long ago that there’s “always 
another tomorrow, always another bill.”

The people of Texas have 
made a change in the leader
ship and their philosophy.

— Tom Craddcik 
Texas house speaker

This time, it would be a state budget that 
slashed $9.9 billion in spending, including 
programs and services for Texans, as a result 
of a revenue shortfall.

Craddick, Perry and Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst vowed that the massive shortfall 
would be overcome with cuts to spending.

After three days of debate, the bill’s most 
severe state cuts were more than 275,(XX) chil

dren from the Children’s Health Insin 
Program, 17,()()() low-income prep 
women from Medicaid and 56,(X)0 eldsi 
and disabled people left without homecait.

Lawmakers filed almost 300 amei; 
ments to the budget bill. But, in theei 
only those amendments approved byt 
Republican leadership were passed.

“We had no say,” said Rep. Jim Duim- 
a Waco Democrat.

As Democrats fought to restore someofl 
cuts, Craddick called them “obstructionisii’ 

“They're the ones, in my opi* 
who have made the House partissi 
Craddick said.

“The people of Texas have madeacliais 
in the leadership and their philosophy."

With the legislature’s end approach 
Craddick still has a full plate in front (ft

“The session’s really winding doin' 
Craddick said.

But. it seems the two most difficultm 
are behind him.

“Tort reform debate was more gruels 
as far as, just time consuming and one I: 
after the other,” Craddick recalled Thursl 
“It’s harder voting on things that affectya 
constituents more closely, from the buit 
aspect. But we’ve got a lot of morevotei 
come.”

Family shares memory of Air Force pile
AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — Laughing and crying, the family of 

Air Force Capt. Eric Bruce Das of Amarillo gathered to share fond 
recollections of a man who made them proud.

On April 7, Das, 30, was piloting an F- 15E Strike Eagle on a bomb
ing mission near Tikrit, Iraq, when his plane went down. On Thursday 
night, the family was notified that he had been killed in action.

The pilot’s mother, Rosie Das, described him as someone who 
planned get-togethers and campouts in Palo Duro Canyon.

“I don’t know how many nights there would be a group of guys 
around this table, playing cards,” she said. “He would get the little 
details together. He was definitely a leader.”

On Friday, parents Bruce and Rosie Das, their daughters, Elisa, 
Melody and son-in-law Stephen Neumann joined Eric’s wife. Air 
Force 1st Lt. Nicole Das, at the table where they enjoyed many 
meals together.

Nikki Das served in Operation Iraqi Freedom, as an intelligence 
officer in Qatar. She and Eric were married Oct. 20, 2001, in 
Amarillo and lived in Goldsboro, N.C.

“Eric and my brother flew in the same squadron up in Alaska,” 
she said in Sunday’s Amarillo Globe-News. “And 1 met Eric when 
my brother introduced us and ’Amarillo by Morning’ came up on 
the jukebox. Eric asked my brother if he could dance with me. That 
was in August of ’99. We did not start dating until after the turn of 
the millennium. That was our first kiss, on the turn of the millenni
um. We were pretty much inseparable after that.”

Eric Das graduated from Amarillo High School in 1991, attend

ed the Air Force Academy and graduated in 1995.
Bruce Das, his father, said Eric was born in the Netheik 

while the family served there as missionaries. Eric and his ft 
enjoyed camping and hunting together.

Rosie Das remembered a prayer meeting a week ago wtiei 
group of beefy guys prayed for Eric’s safe homecoming. Thetei 
flowed, she said, as many remembered how he had spiritually aft- 
ed their lives.

“Big guys, all sitting around in the living room, 20 of theme 
ing and praying for Eric,” she said. “That’s just a small, littlenuf 
of how Eric’s life has been.”

Doug Hall, a childhood friend, said Eric taught him a vaW 
lesson when they were just kids, one that has stuck with him O' 
the decades. Hall remembered one day the two boys headed totk 
favorite ball field and trampled a neighbor’s bushes.

“That guy came out there and said, ’Did y’all stomp throughe 
bushes?’ I went, ’It wasn’t us, it wasn’t us.’And Eric was, 'Yeah.' 
did it, and what can we do to make it right?’... You havetorespf 
a person a lot for something like that,” Hall said.

Melody Neumann, his older sister, said the death carries 
important message for all Americans.

“Freedom isn’t free. We live in this great country because of pel 
pie like Eric and like Nikki who give up their lives, and they donV| 
to be together,” she said between sobs. “They live with daw® 
jobs. ... We have hope for our children because of people likfcfftj

The Das family will have a memorial service for Eric atlp'j 
Thursday at First Presbyterian Church in Amarillo.

Aggieland 2004
Now Hiring

If you are interested in editing, designing pages, writing stories, or 
taking pictures for Texas A&M’s yearbook, simply fill out this form 

and drop it off in 004 Reed McDonald Bldg, (across from Chem. Bldg).
• Earn extra cash • Gain publications experience • Enhance your resume

Openings Include:
Name:

Please check the position(s) Phone Number:
you are interested in:

Section Editors Cell Phone:
□ Sports
□ The Other Education E-mail:
□ Academics
□ Corps Life
□ Greek Life

Major:

□ Copy Editor’1'
□ Photo Editor*

Classification:

Expected graduation date
Staff Positions
□ Page Designer Experience on staff
□ Writer
□ Photographer
□ Marketing Editor Positions:
* Assistant positions also available 1) Why do you want an editor position?

2) What changes would you like to see

Applicants: made to the yearbook, especially in the
section for which you are applying?

Please type your responses 3) What prior experience do you have in
to the following questions on a publications? Leadership roles?
separate sheet of paper that is

to be turned in with this form. Staff Positions:
Also, attach any samples of

work that you have along with 1) Why do you want to be on the staff?
a resume. Applicants are 2) What prior experience do you have

encouraged to include any that relates to the position you are
other relevant information. applying for?

Applications Are Due By 5 p.m. Thursday, April 24
If yon have any questions, please call 845-2681 or drop by our office.

*10
|/2 Price

Bingo Magic Come One! Come All! Cob!
— Starting Times- 

Tues Wed-Thur-Sat Friday Sui 
6:45 6:45 & 9:00 7:15 & 9:00 6:O0li'i

EXPERIENCE THE 
THRILL OF WINNING %

Large Non-Smoking Room
•Dim Pam • Great Food • Security • Puu Tabs wMiffli' | 

Due to mil changes, m one mirier IS is uinmlsifflU
Over $30,000 Won Each Wm

St. Joseph Sr.Josm FREE 
Cathouc School CakucChkh SPACE

Cash
for

Rolex Watches 
Estate Jewelry 

Diamonds 
Gold • Silver • Platinmi 

Coin Collections

John D. Huntley
Class ot 79

313 B. South College Ave 
College Station, TX 7784(1 

(979) 846-8916 
Since 1972

SI

PROFITABLE
NUMBER!

845-0569

The Battalion
Classified Advertising
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