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By Yeoh En-Lai
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SINGAPORE — Singapore authorities 
stepped up efforts to contain a deadly new 
virus this weekend, including issuing elec
tronic wrist tags to keep track of those under 
quarantine.

Reports Saturday of nine more deaths 
worldwide brought the death toll from 
severe acute respiratory syndrome or SARS 
to at least 125 in 20 countries. The virus, 
which has sickened over 2,700, has no 
known cure. Symptoms include shortness of 
breath, fever, coughing and body aches.

In Singapore, where 558 people are 
under home quarantine, the government 
issued its first electronic wrist tags, which 
jsound an alarm and issue an alert to a mon
itoring station if a person breaks the bracelet 
ior leaves the house.

The measures were taken as police 
appealed for information on the where-

Zhong Ying, a 33-year-old 
Chinese immigrant showing symptoms of 
SARS who escaped four days ago while she 
was under quarantine in Singapore.

In Canada, site of the largest outbreak of 
SARS outside of Asia, three more people 
were killed. The new death reports, all in the 
Toronto area, brought the Canadian death 
toll to 13, health officials said Saturday. 
Canada has recorded a total of 274 probable 
and suspected cases of SARS.

Also Saturday, officials reported a British 
Columbia laboratory became the first to 
complete the genetic sequencing of the 
coronavirus believed to be causing severe 
acute respiratory syndrome, or SARS.

WHO spokesman Dick Thompson in 
Geneva called the achievement “an extraor
dinary step,” the Canadian Press reported.

In China, two more people died, raising 
the country’s death toll to 60. The official 
Xinhua News Agency said the two died 
Friday and were among 10 cases of SARS 
in Inner Mongolia, the latest Chinese
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Li Dong (wearing face mask), a 42-year-old government worker, purchases herbs that are claimed 
to prevent the contraction of SARS at Tong Ren Tang, a Chinese medicinal pharmacy in Bejing, 
)hina. The store sold more than 30,000 orders in a single day for the herbal prescription.

region to report cases.
In Hong Kong, authorities on Saturday 

said three more people died, raising its death 
toll to 35, while officials in Vietnam said a 
69-year-old French doctor succumbed to the 
illness, bringing the death toll there to five.

Authorities throughout Asia were trying 
to stop the disease from taking a further toll 
on their economies.

But their efforts may have come too late.
Foreign buyers, uneasy about SARS, 

were canceling plans to attend China’s 
biggest trade fair this month in the southern 
city of Guangzhou in Guangdong, where the 
disease is believed to have originated.

Last year, the Chinese Export 
Commodities Fair drew more than 120,000 
visitors who signed deals totaling nearly 
$17 billion, according to organizers. But the 
World Health Organization and foreign gov
ernments are warning travelers to avoid 
Guangzhou.

“It’s really tragic. Cancellation faxes on 
my desk are now piled up above my shoul
der,” said a travel agent in Guangzhou, 
adding that the cancellations have come 
from “almost every country in the world.”

Hong Kong and China have reported the 
highest number of deaths and cases.

To fight the perception that Hong Kong is 
spreading the disease to other countries, 
authorities were discussing how to take the 
temperature of every passenger on departing 
flights , Health Department spokeswoman 
Eva Wong said. Some 1,108 people in Hong 
Kong have fallen ill with the disease.

About a million people departed from 
Hong Kong’s Chek Lap Kok airport in 
January, the latest figures available.

In Singapore, meanwhile, authorities 
have moved SuperStar Virgo, a luxury 
cruise line owned by Malaysia’s Star 
Cruises with 13 quarantined crew on board 
to a designated dock on Sisters’ Island, a 
few miles south of the city-state. No passen
gers were aboard.

In Singapore, nine people have died and 
147 have been sickened from the disease. 
Vietnam, Canada, Malaysia and Thailand 
have also reported deaths.
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Venezuelan peace pact 
site bombed, destroyed

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — A pre
dawn bomb blast ripped through the 
building where Venezuela's govern
ment and opposition have been negoti- 
ting a peace agreement, destroying 
hree floors but injuring no one.
The attack at about 2:45 a.m. 

Saturday came one day after the 
Organization of American States bro
kered a deal between the government 
and opposition to work toward a ref
erendum on President Hugo Chavez's 
rule.

An opposition negotiator said the 
blast was intended to intimidate his 
delegation at the talks, while the gov
ernment blamed "coup-plotting" sec
tors of the opposition.

The explosion destroyed the first 
three floors of the Teleport building in 
central Caracas. A night watchman and 
a technician, the only two people inside 
the building when the blast hit, were 
unharmed.

Malaysian journalists 
kidnapped in Baghdad

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) - 
Gunmen ambushed and kidnapped 
three Malaysian journalists in Baghdad, 
killing their Iraqi interpreter, officials 
aid Sunday. Two Malaysian doctors 
ere wounded in the attack.
The Malaysians were attacked while 

raveling in two vans early Saturday 
Torn the Sheraton Hotel in the Iraqi 
apital to a hospital, said Acting Prime 
inister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. 
Baghdad has been swept by waves of 

doting and lawlessness since U.S. 
drees moved in and Iraqi President 
addam Hussein's hold on the capital 

was shattered.
Abdullah identified the three kid

napped journalists as Terence 
Fernandez, a reporter for The Sun 
newspaper; Anuar Hashim, a New 
Straits Times photographer; and Omar 
Salleh, a cameraman with the state-run 
Radio Television Malaysia.

Nigeria’s first civilian-run elections 
end in fighting, two dozen deaths

By Glenn McKenzie 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAGOS, Nigeria 
Fighting between tribal and 
political rivals disrupted leg
islative elections in Nigeria’s 
oil-producing south for a sec
ond day Sunday. At least two 
dozen people were killed in the 
voting and hundreds were 
forced to flee their homes, wit
nesses and election monitors 
said.

The vote for 469 seats is a 
key gauge of civil tensions a 
week ahead of presidential 
elections and an important 
test for democracy in the 
Africa’s most populous 
nation. Military coups have 
scuttled Nigeria’s previous 
attempts to hold democratic, 
civilian-run elections.

The voting began on 
Saturday but was extended 
to Sunday in several areas 
where the balloting was 
marred, particularly the 
Niger Delta.

The oil-rich region has 
been the scene of numerous 
clashes in recent weeks 
between Ijaw militants and 
government troops over vot
ing districts the Ijaws say 
favor their ethnic rivals, the 
Itsekiris.

More than 100 people 
have been killed in the vio
lence, which has shut down 
40 percent of the country’s 
oil production. Nigeria is the 
fifth largest supplier of U.S. 
oil imports.

On Sunday, sustained

automatic weapons fire 
delayed a second attempt to 
hold a vote in the oil port of 
Warri.

Witnesses said navy sol
diers and Ijaw fighters were 
shooting at each other and 
spoke of between five and 10 
people killed. Grace Akpete, a 
market vendor who fled the 
fighting, said she saw five bod
ies floating in the water.

The shooting died down 
after half an hour. By late 
afternoon, three elections 
stations opened, but most 
remained closed.

“I can’t understand why 
one tribe can hold everyone 
else to ransom,” said 
Johnson Atake, an Itsekiri 
waiting to vote Sunday in 
the port city.

Elsewhere in the Niger 
Delta, clashes between rul
ing party and opposition 
supporters killed 10 people 
in the town of Nembe, sent 
hundreds fleeing and left 
dozens of homes burned, 
human rights official 
Azibaola Roberts said, citing 
witnesses.

Five people were killed 
Saturday in an ambush on an 
opposition politician in east
ern Enugu state. Gangs of 
“government thugs” travel
ing in state vehicles stole 
ballot boxes at gunpoint, 
said Ifeanyi Enwerem, direc
tor of the Justice, 
Development and Peace 
Center. The center has 
deployed thousands of 
observers to monitor the 
voting.

There wete also reports 
of deadly violence in the 
southeastern city of Onitsha, 
the southern city of Benin 
and the eastern city of Port 
Harcourt.

Still, election commis
sion chairman Abel 
Guobadia said the voting 
Saturday went well overall.

In early results from 
Nigeria’s electoral commis
sion, six ruling party incum
bents in the northern Kano 
state — including House 
Speaker Ghali Na’Abba — 
were upset by rivals. Some 
opposition members from 
the southwestern Ondo and 
Osun states were, in turn, 
unseated.

Officials have indicated a 
high turnout across the 
country of 126 million peo
ple. Sixty-one million voters 
were registered for the bal
lot, which featured 3,000 
candidates.

The vote preceded a pres
idential election scheduled 
for April 19. President 
Olusegun Obasanjo — a for
mer military ruler turned 
civilian leader — is running 
against 19 opposition candi
dates, including three former 
army generals.

The legislative elections 
are the first since Obasanjo 
was elected in 1999, ending 
15 years of brutal military 
rule.

More than 10,000 people 
in Nigeria have been killed 
in political, ethnic and reli
gious violence since then.
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Peace Corps
Seize the Opportunity!

Do you want to make a contribution and serve your country?
Consider an international career in one of these fields: agriculture, 
business, community development, education, health, environment 
or information technology.
Benefits: 24-Vacation Days a Year, Housing, Medical and Dental, 
Monthly Stipend, Transportation to and from Host Country, Student Loan 
Deferment and Graduate Degree Opportunities.

Talk to a Recruiter at the following events:
• Tuesday, April 15,10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The Memorial Student Center Hallway
• Tuesday, April 15, 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
Rudder Tower, Room 410

www.peacecorps.gov • 1-800-484-8580

Aggie Dance Team
Ban" Try-Outs SrSU
AjpH May 3rd A-Hh

Reed Building Gym 303

Prep C\ae&e& 
April 12th & 26th

690-1813
Jennifer Hart 

Aggie Dance Team Director 
www, agg iea-th letlcs-co m 

jhart^athietics.tamu.edu

cMoftoe Pneqatoatct* GeaUete
• * * OF BRAZOS VALLEY

HOW WOULD A PREGNANCY 
AFFECT YOUR FUTURE?

Free Pregnancy Test • Complete Confidentiality 
Peer Counseling Service 

1 7 Years of Personal and Confidential Care 
Open Mon-Fri 9-5 & some evenings & Saturdays 

Call for an appointment

695-9193 846-1097
205 Brentwood 3620 E. 29th St.
College Station Bryan

Ntztiotia.1
Credit Education

Week, April 15-17

Need more money?
Tuesday

April 15. 2003 
502 Rudder 

8:30- 10:00Student Seminar 
10:30 - 12:00 Senior Seminar

Wednesday
April 16. 2003 

502 Rudder 
8:30 - 10:00 Senior Seminar 

10:30- 12:00 Student Seminar

Thursday
April 17. 2003 

502 Rudder 
10:30 - 12:00 Senior Seminar 
12:30 - 2:00 Student Seminar

Join us

Free Seminars
Student Seminar

Get a grip on your finances: Smart spending for students
This seminar will teach you strategies for managing your 

money wisely while you arc in school.

Senior Seminar
Now that you are about to graduate:

Taking control of your life 
This seminar will help prepare you for employment, help you 

live within your means, and reinforce your loan-repayment 
options, responsibilities, and obligations.
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Pre-Medical r, 
Society

Better Scores. Better Schools.

Taking the MCAT this August or next April?

Free Practice MCAT

While your friends take the real MCAT, you 
can take a stress-free MCAT on us.

• Saturday, April 26th

• 9:00 -3:30 pm

• Blocker 163
• Free Lunch Provided

Space is limited. Call 696-9099 to register.

pi/i/i/i/p. PrincetonReview. com

MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC). 
The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University or AAMC.
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• i n eSIC HAN
Based <m SUSAN STROMAN's

Direction and Choreography from the 
2000 Broadway Production

The classic 
all-American 
salute to music, 
romance and 

fast-talking 
flim-flam.

Tuesday and Wednesday Nights! 
April 22 and 23 at 7:30 PM 

Rudder Auditorium

TICKETS
Call 845-1234.

Logon to www.MSCOPAS.org
Three Decades of Performing Arts

http://www.peacecorps.gov
http://www.MSCOPAS.org

