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Pars and putts add up to a 
green jacket for Mike Weir

By Tim Dahlberg 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Mike 
Weir managed to get through 
18 holes without making a 
bogey. When he finally did, it 
was good enough to win a 
green jacket.

Weir needed to make four 
birdies under the pressure of a 
Sunday at Augusta National to 
win the Masters. But it was the 
gritty way he kept salvaging 
pars that gave him the chance.

Weir saved his two biggest 
par putts for the final two holes 
of regulation, including a 6- 
footer on the 18th hole that 
was the difference between 
playing some more or accept
ing the silver medal given the 
runner-up.

“I wouldn’t wish that putt 
on anyone,” Weir said. “That’s 
as nerve-racking as it gets.”

Len Mattiace was already 
finished at 7-under par and 
waiting for a possible playoff 
as Weir carefully looked over 
the putt on the 18th green 
before a hushed gallery.

He stroked it into the cup, 
just as he knocked in a 5-foot
er for par the hole before to 
keep his hopes alive.

Instead of celebrating, 
though, he had to walk to the 
adjacent 10th tee, pull out his 
driver and go back to work.

“It was probably the 
biggest shot of my life,” Weir 
said. “It’s one of the most dif
ficult things you can have in 
golf, a putt to tie a major cham
pionship.”

Six times in the last seven 
holes, Weir made putts 
between 4 and 15 feet. Two 
were for birdies to get in a tie 
with Mattiace, while the others 
were for par to keep him tied.

The only makeable putt he 
missed all day was a 10-footer 
for par on the first playoff hole. 
By then, it didn’t matter 
because Mattiace had already 
made double bogey.

“It was just a gut-wrench- 
ing day,” Weir said. “A lot of 
comeback putts that I needed 
to make and was able to make 
them.”

It was different for Weir 
four years ago when he was

paired with Tiger Woods ini? 
final round of the P 
Championship, and got an 
close glimpse at how hard 
to win a major championsk:;

Weir shot 80 that day,la 
ing Medinah Country Clubs 
terly disappointed but i 
eager to learn from the exp 
ence.

“It was a very difficult! 
for me then, but at thesi 
time, I did observe howTi: 
managed his victory tbei 
Weir said. “And I rement 
the clutch putt he made on 
and how he really stayed* 
his game.”

Woods made one bigdi 
putt on 17 to win his firstPf 
On Sunday, Weir madether 
bunches.

For the record, he 
putts on the day. But thesti. 
tics are as meaningless as 
ond place in the Masters.

“I made literally all 
putts inside of 8 feet tod; 
Weir said. “At the PGA 
year I don’t think I made 
of them. That was the 
ence this week.”
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SPORTS IN BRIEF

Baseball team sweeps Wildcats
The Texas A&M baseball team swept its three- 

game series with the Kansas State Wildcats, defeat
ing KSU 16-3 on Sunday.

A&M junior Justin Ruggiano went 2-3 with two 
home runs as the No. 17 Aggies improved their 
record to 29-11 overall and 10-5 in the Big 12.

Kansas State dropped to 10-23 overall and 
remains winless (0-12) in league play.
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Fortunate 
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iate dean o
Wilhelmson struck out eight batters whilev.i engineerjng 

ing only one in the complete game shutout Engineering 
Offensively, the Aggies (30-14, 8-4 P ' 

received a boost from sophomore 
Gregory's fifth home run of the season.

Archers bring home team

Wilhelmson pitches no-hitter

Texas A&M junior Lindsey Wilhelmson pitched her 
first career no-hitter on Sunday, as A&M defeated 
the Kansas Jayhawks by a score of 5-0.
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This is in
All-Americans archers Amber Dawson andll l jj/u2 stU( 

Zorn joined freshmen Amanda Raffaelli andfe ire “wee(] 0 
Kuchenbrod to win the Arizona Cup c°mF Sesignecj t0 
team final on Saturday. The quartet defeated" sllK^lUs |rol 
Western Warriors, 257-246, to take the team!! 1
The win followed a victory over Canada in!' 
semifinals. strenuous cc

Additional events in the archery 
will continue through today.
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