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Note-taking goes high tech
Cutting-edge technologies have applications inside and outside the classroon

By Adam Reed
THE BATTALION

According to Microsoft’s 
research, more than 90 percent 
of the population takes notes 
regularly. From students to pro
fessors, journalists to doctors, 
everyone uses some form of 
note-taking for professional and 
personal use.

Current methods for note
taking often prove inefficient. 
Students strain to keep pace 
with paper and pen while fast- 
talking professors race through 
course material. Journalists 
scribble notes in portable 
notepads, hoping to catch all the 
facts. And as students enter col
lege each year with more 
advanced skills, laptops have 
become a common occurrence 
in the classroom. Most software, 
however, limits students to a sin
gle style for their writing.

Enter Microsoft’s newest 
addition to its Office series of 
products: OneNote. With 
OneNote, Microsoft offers a 
software suite that is “created to 
fit everyone’s note-taking style,” 
company representative and 
product manager Bobby Moore 
said. Moore approached stu
dents and faculty, a target group 
of note-takers, for OneNote’s 
premiere demonstration at Texas 
A&M on this week.

A major feature of OneNote 
is what Moore calls a flexible 
two-dimensional page surface.
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Top Left: Microsoft Office OneNote 2003 
screen shot

tines such as Inking.”
Inking is part of a new tec: 

nology in which tablet use: 
operate a pen-input device: 
write directly on a tablet PC 
screen. This includes handwn 
ing simple text or adding pi, 
tures to new and existing doci 
ments. The common seaid 
function can also be employi 
in freehand text instead 
being limited to typed ten 
allowing users to seatci 
through pages of handwrii 
notes for the first time.

OneNote operates on Windcs 
2000 or Windows XP. Howeve 
OneNote uses other prograrr 
such as Outlook, part of fe 
Office suite, to share notes by 
mail as HTML files that ar 
computer can read.
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This means users can click 
anywhere on the digital page 
and begin to type without 
inserting spaces or carriage 
returns to tediously place the 
cursor. Each section of text 
can then be dragged and 
dropped without restraint to a 
new position on the page.

Computer users can also

record “audio notes” using 
OneNote. With the click of a 
button, audio is recorded by the 
computer’s microphone, like a 
conventional tape recorder. The 
audio is in sync with the text 
typed during the recording, so 
the user can click on any line of 
text and the audio will play back 
from the specific point when

that text was typed. This feature 
allows for effortless outlining of 
lecture notes for review without 
having to fast forward through 
long audio files.

While these and other fea
tures are available to all users, 
some of the program's innova
tions are reserved for users of 
Tablet PCs, a new market of

portable computers that are 
slightly smaller than laptops.

“It’s a good, better, best situ
ation,” Moore said. “Users will 
be able to employ many features 
with their desktop computers, 
and these become even more 
useful with a laptop. However, 
with a Tablet PC, they will also 
be able to take advantage of fea-

tion to the software arena. Si 
door is left open for other cor 
panics to take their productse 
the next level as the conci 
found in OneNote stretch Si 
boundaries of software design 

Current advances in techno 
ogy have produced cell phoiB 
that double as cameras and els 
tronic organizers that browseik 
Web. Microsoft’s new softwr; 
has similarly coupled antiqut:

to the gaping

? Cuba

notebook paper with cutte defended its
edge computer technology.

Microsoft’s OneNote 
undergoing beta-testing and 
expected to be released as
stand-alone application aloit maintained t 
with Office 2003 in the sm 
mer of 2003.

Want More Bang For Your Buck?

A - Affordable spacious floorplans 
G - Great service and maintenance 
G - Giant closets and pantries 
I - Includes 2 sparkling pools &c fitness center 
E - Elephant walk gets you to campus 
S - Sign now for sizzling low prices & save
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502 Southwest Pkwy.

Ag...Ag... Parents...Ag...Ag... Parents
Home Buying 101

Call a Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 
Sales Associate @ (979) 846-8400 

or toll free (800) 359-6622 
and let us help you move.
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Condos from $20,000-$80,000 
Townhouses from $99,000 +

2, 3, 4 Bedroom homes from $80,000-$ 150,000. 
Many are on the A&M shuttle route and we are 

members of the Multiple Listings Service. 
Open Saturday 9-5 Sunday 1-5 Weekdays 8:30-5:30 

41 I Texas Avenue, College Station
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Aggieland Printing sells 

Graduation Announcements t

Order today and receive 
them in approximately 

1 week!
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We sell
• Graduation Announcements • Graduation Remembrance Displays
• Thank You Notes • Personalized Graduate Notepads

Order & pay online: www.aggielandprinting.com
1902 Texas Ave. South • College Station

condemned 
“This is sym 
jtatorship of t 
White House 
Fleischer sail 

The know 
of the gove 
who were tr 
to 28 years, 
sentences v 
week’s end. 
has lasted rr 
activists sail 
reports of ac 

“We hav< 
have been 
Ministry Fe 
said. “But wi 
ed to apply o 

Perez R< 
international 
arrests and c 
course of i 
timed so tha 
tion would b 

“This de 
before the v 
Roque said.

The defen 
pendent jourr 
cy activists, o 
ers and other 

They w< 
month and a 
American | 
and collabi 
diplomats I 
socialist stat 

The Uni 
protested age 

. “There a 
the fairness 
proceedings 
Nations Higl 
Human Rig! 
Mello in G< 
ensure that 
from due pn 
right to an a< 

Perez Roi 
and detailed 
among numt 
said proved 
linked to ar 
from the U.5 

Many of 
foreign m 
appeared to 
or Washingti 
receive fun

Jewelers ♦ Gemologists

(Texas Avenue and Park Place, in front of the new HEB)

693-8621 M-F 8:30-5:30

522 University Drive East • College Station • Between The Suit Club & Audio Video
764-8786

Agency 1 
Developmer 
opposition 
transition in 

The forei; 
that the lega 
ly followed 
defendants r 
neys. All 
appeal, he sr

http://www.aggielandprinting.com

