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To everyone that participated in Student Research Week 2003...

Jikanit you!
...for helping to make it such a (uccess!!

Student Research Week
Awards Ceremony

April 7,2003 at 5:30pm 
Chemistry Building Rm. 100
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For more information please call 845-1741. Thank you.

TONIGHT!
MSC WILEY LECTURE SERIES

wriTi
The Honorable Madeleine Albright
Former Secretary of State

The Honorable Edward P. Djerejlan
Former Ambassador to Israel and Syria

With the latest developments in the Middle East, the 
road to peace and stability in the region has never 

been more unstable. Former Secretary Albright and 
former Ambassador Djerejian will discuss the role of 

the United States in the Middle East.

TONIGHT!
Friday, April 4,2003 - 8:00 p.m. 

Rudder Auditorium 
Tickets on sale at the MSC Box Office

$5 & $7 for Students, $10 & $12 for Non-Students
W//ey Lecture Series - Bringing the 

World to Texas A&M since 1983
http ://wiley. tamu.edu
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Director, producer, co-writer and star Chris Rock, right, shares a laugh with co-star Bemie Mac
set of “Head of State."
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By Isaac Guzman
KRTCAMPUS

In Chris Rock’s mind, the first black man to be 
elected president won’t fantasize about 
Inauguration Day, reviewing the troops or pro
posing legislation that advances social justice. 
Instead, he’ll be obsessed with a singular image: 
being assassinated while delivering a speech in 
front of the American flag.

That’s the recurring nightmare of presidential 
candidate Mays Gilliam. Rock’s character in 
“Head of State,” a new political satire that marks 
the comedian’s directorial debut. Despite the 
undercurrent of tragedy implicit in the scene, it’s 
a huge laugh-getter.

Like a lot of Rock’s material, the joke’s so 
funny that it takes a few moments before it begins 
to resonate. By the time you’ve remembered that 
that scene recalls the deaths of Martin Luther 
King Jr., Malcolm X and the Kennedys, Rock has 
already moved on to the next gag.

That’s because Rock, despite his reputation 
for provocative comedy, doesn't really want 
“Head of State” to be anything more than a lark. 
While the film addresses everything from racism 
and economic inequity to the empty sloganeering 
of political campaigns, it spends even more time 
on co-star Bemie Mac-who 
plays Mays’ brother and run
ning mate-and his nasty 
predilection for smacking 
people upside the head.

“The audience out there 
wants their politics very sim
ple and very practical,” says 
Rock, 37. “Are we at war?
Are we not at war? How’s 
the money going? Am 1 
going to have a job? That’s 
what the people want to 
know. They don’t really get 
into policy things.

“So I’m not trying to push 
a message,” he adds. “If you
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push a message. If you get 
a message out of it, it's 

great. But for the movie to 
succeed, it had to be a 

comedy first.
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— Chris Rock 
star of "Head of State"

get a message out of it, it’s great. But for the 
movie to succeed, it had to be a comedy first.”

The premise of “Head of State” is fairly sim
ple. Mays Gilliam is a Washington, D.C., aider- 
man with a good heart, but the political instincts 
of a boy scout. When the Democratic presidential 
nominee dies in a plane crash with just 10 weeks 
left in a campaign he was losing, the party deems 
Mays a sure-to-lose stand-in who might attract 
minority voters to future Democratic hopefuls.

Mays, of course, chafes under the conservative 
guidelines set up by his handlers and heads out on 
his own. He doffs suit and tie and dons diamond 
earrings and a succession of Sean Jean, Mecca 
and Fubu track suits. His campaign posters make 
him look like a hard-blinging rapper and his 
rhetorical refrain becomes, “I’m running for pres
ident. Ya heard?”

In 1997, Rock ran a prickly, almost painful 
current of comedic voltage through our social 
grid with his HBO special “Bring the Pain.” Its 
highlight was a routine that’s become known as 
“Niggas vs. Black People.”

In less than five minutes, Rock managed to 
sum up decades of pentup racial tension and 
frustration, simultaneously skewering the 
black bourgeoisie while excoriating the rene
gade spirit promulgated by some elements of 
the hip-hop generation. For his white audience, 
the bit subtly demanded that they reassess their 
own prejudices.

“When he details the difference between nor
mal black people and these buffoons out there.

was running for office.
Rock, meanwhile, always has been w 

what Hollywood has to offer him. He decrie 
business’s preference for what he calls “T: 
movies,” films in which a naive, poor black 
acter is “discovered” by whites and finally 
over mainstream society with a combinatii 
their help and his own street smarts.

“People do what works and no black 
has ever worked better than Eddie Muff 
Rock says. “So a movie like ‘Trading PI 
is great, when you do it on the highest I 
with Eddie Murphy and Dan Aykroyd 
John Landis at their peak. But if yoin 
cheap version of it, you really have somell 
that’s not so cool.”

Rock still hasn’t decided what he 
after “Head of State” opens on March 28
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New Jersey.
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ATTENTION
NATIONAL GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL 

STUDENT APPRECIATION WEEK 
APRIL 7-APRIL 11

Wakf-Up Crew!!
itartyour ' _ ~ ■;1 Join mat ttie 

following location! for free coffee, juice, and donun! 
Mon. April yth B.-ooam-mooam @ Weliner 
Wed. April <)th 8:ooam-io:ooain @ Zacfiry 

Thur. April 10th &ooanHO:ooani @ Vet School

:%
Snack Crew!!

Take a break in your ichedule for ionic relaxation! Come 
by the following location! for a quick !nack and cold dri 

M April 8th i2:oopm*2:oopm @ Rudder Fountain 
Thurj. April 10th i2:oopiH:OOpn) @ Rudder Fountain
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Sponsored by the Department of Student Life Adult, 
Graduate & Off Campus Student S ervices, 845-1741
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