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Charity groups to lawmakers: 
Don’t sell tobacco payments

By Connie Mabin
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — A group of anti-tobacco 
groups came together Monday to reveal an 
ad campaign that targets lawmakers grap
pling with a $9.9 billion budget shortfall. 
The message: Don’t sell away future pay
ments from the state’s multibillion-dollar 
tobacco settlement to help balance the 
budget.

The Texans Investing in Healthy Families 
Coalition said the state would only get 20 
cents for every dollar of the $15 billion fund 
it would securitize in an effort to get upfront 
cash to use in the 2004-05 spending plan. 
Proponents have estimated getting at least 
$5.8 billion.

Securitization works this way: The state 
would sell tobacco bonds, that depending on 
market conditions, would result in a cash 
advance for the state. But the state would 
give up those future payments and any relat
ed interest.

Interest from the fund is now used to pay 
for the Children’s Health Insurance Program,

anti-smoking efforts and other health care 
initiatives.

Gov. Rick Perry repeated 
his opposition Monday to 
securitization of the tobacco 
settlement.

“There are a number of 
budget issues, budget rev
enues, that we don’t support.
Tobacco securiziation would 
be one of them,” Perry said.

The securitization idea 
has been kicked around the 
Capitol by the influential 
lobby Texas Association of 
Business, Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst and several state 
senators as a way to close 
the budget gap without rais
ing taxes.

“Using securitization to solve our state’s 
budget problems would be like putting a 
Band-Aid on a severed artery,” said Carter 
Headrick of the Campaign for Tobacco Free 
Kids.

His group is part of the coalition that 
bought a full-page newspaper ad in the Austin

American-Statesman and radio commer
cials that will begin airing Tuesday on 

three stations in the Texas 
capital.

Dewhurst said Monday 
that he’s never favored 
securitizing the entire fund.

The coalition hopes their 
campaign will persuade law
makers to drop the idea. The 
ads feature an oversized, 
cigar-smoking black cat 
wearing a “lobbyist” name 
tag who’s trying to make a 
deal with lawmakers.

The ad says that selling 
away billions in future 
annual payments would 

cost billions more in the future and threat
en health care programs.

“But a Wall Street firm would make 
hundreds of millions of dollars. It's a big 
win for rich lobbyists, a big loss for Texas 
children,” the ad states, referring to the 
large fees brokers would earn for conduct
ing the sale of bonds.

Using
securitization to 

solve... budget prob
lems would be like 

putting a Band-Aid 
on a severed artery.

— Carter Headrick 
Campaign for Tobacco Free 
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an African American studies program. This is in the process of form, 
and this is something we support.”

Josefy stressed the need for mentoring as a way to facilitate adhc 
environment. His mentor program, which he offered as a solution 
many of the problems facing campus, would match incoming freshn- 
with experienced upperclassmen.

“If we bring in a student that doesn’t feel welcome and match 
up with a student who makes them feel welcome, then we’ve accot 
plished our goal,” Josefy said.

Voting for the runoff election will take place Wednesday i 
Thursday. Students can cast their ballots at vote.tamu.edu. The twojj 
ior yell leader positions will also be up for grabs in the runoff, s; 
Corps nominees Ryan Bishop and Paul Terrell running against Mi 
Winn mid Keith Lane.
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Basinger said. “A&M provides 
stable jobs for people in this 
recession-proof economy.”
For each month of the last seven 
years, the Brazos Valley has 
recorded the lowest unemploy
ment rate among the 26 metropol
itan areas in Texas. Basinger said.

“The area has a pretty good 
track record, and it all goes back 
to A&M and its place as the huge 
stabilizer of our economy,” 
he said.
The local economy benefits from 
the money students spend in the

community, which totaled £ 
million in 2(K)2. Students £ 
provide a ready supply 
prospective employees for la 
businesses.
Even though many businessesi 
waiting to see what the econa 
ic fallout is from the war ink 
before making any major dt 
sions, some companies ki 
moved into the Brazos Vallo 
take advantage of the stuii 
body for its value as part-# 
employees, Basinger said, f 
“Students make great employ* 
for the retail and non-retails 
tors." Basinger said.
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Present this coupon and get ~ ~ 1 ^
50% OFF any lotion with new membershin. ^

See store for details. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/15/03
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WOODYS
gags and gifts

I ONE HOUR DIPLOMA FRAMING
Graduation Weekend, May 9lh & May 10th, 2003

'i r\Q/ * PPAgraduates bring in
B | /O UIT both diplomas and get

with this coupon each
Friday, May 9th 8 a.m.-midnight, Saturday, May 10th 8 a.m.-8 p.m
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20% off:

MOVIE SALE
s12 ” or 2 for ’20"

Expires 05/31/2003 
WE ACCEPT AGGIE BUCKS

ONLY 
$18.95 

per M onth!
•for 12 months

1931 STexasAve 
College Station 
(979) 696-6790
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Looks like a rock star, ij 

plays like a classical star. |*

50% Off i

FOR THE LADIES
15% OFF Bachdorette Party Supplies & Games

Mention this ad and receive free party favors.

I I
Adult Novelties • Movies • DVDs 

More stock arriving daily! I I
1230 S. College, Bryan (979) 822-8515

___

Lot-of-fun, Lacigh-cMot
Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 

M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.), 
Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)
Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 

lllUniv. Dr., Ste. 217 846-6117
(In Hank of America. Next to Black Eyed Pea.)

Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.

MOSCOW SOLOISTS 
With Yuri Bashmet, violist

April 3,2003 at 7:30 PM * 
Rudder Auditorium
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A&M Nail & Spa

i i No appointment necessary

Hewitt As 
Geophy

Trajen.

i
Redeemable at MSC Box Office only, Limit 4 ,
tickets/coupon, Not valid for tickets already 

purchased, TAMU student ID required, ■
Coupon expires 4-3^)3 il
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backpackii
Fare is round trip Ci 

Tax not inc

Tan In 60 seconds

One Month Unlimited Tanning
(Limit I coupon per semester) 
Good at any location. Expires 5-10-03

Off Mystic Tan Visit
(First time customers only) 

Expires 5-10*03

I I
COLLEGE STATION BRYAN COLLEGE STATION

680-0055
1605 Texas Ave. S. 
(Culpepper Plaza)

846-4822
4001 East 29th St. 
(Winn Dixie Center)

693-5555
1718 Rock Prairie Rd. 

(Prairie Center)
I I

Jacuzzi Spa j pul| Set
Manicure & Pedicure j

s25.00 i *19.00

Eyebrow Waxing

*5.00

Refill j Solar Nail

*10.00 j *30.00
___________-—------——__ L______________________________

Jacuzzi Spa Pedicure

*18.00

Bring this coupon in for your
FREE

TAN & LOTION!
Must be 18 years or older

Aggie Bucks and major credit cards accepted

www.TotalTanSalons.com

I Business Hours-.
Monday - Saturday: 9am - 7pm 

■ Jmnday: 12pm - 6 pm

2212 S. Texas Avenue 
College Station j 

(Next to Fuddruckcrs) |
693|LJbJ(

(979) 680-8500 
2406-B S. Texas Ave.

next to Ag Sports Cuts 
College Station

http://www.TotalTanSalons.com

