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Doctors protest rising malpractice insurance cost
r

By Jill Barton
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

More than 800 doctors in Florida, 
and a dozen more in Mississippi, stayed 
off the job Monday to protest rising 
malpractice insurance costs.

Organizers of the protest in the Palm 
Beach County area said the doctors 
were staying off the job to attend a two- 
day conference looking at the problem.

Palm Beach hospitals prepared for 
the absence by adding to their emer
gency room staff and rescheduling 
elective surgeries. No problems had

been reported Monday.
“We want the patients to understand 

that there’s a major crisis and something 
has to be done soon,” said Dr. Stephen 
Babic, a Delray Beach cardiologist.

About two dozen surgeons walked 
off the job in West Virginia earlier this 
month. Doctors in New Jersey are con
sidering a similar protest in February.

A task force appointed by Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush recently voted to recom
mend that jury awards for punitive 
damages and pain-and-suffering 
awards in medical malpractice cases be 
capped at $250,000. A final report is 
due by the end of this month.

“The quality of care for Floridians 
will be diminished if we don't deal with 
medical malpractice reform. In the long 
run, that’s the issue,” Bush said Monday.

Since 1975, rates for professional 
liability insurance have increased five
fold across the nation. In comparison, 
rates for doctors in California, where 
refonns were passed in 1975, rose only 
167 percent during the same period, 
Cline said.

Wayne Portch, 56, said he lost both 
legs below the knee and parts of four 
fingers after two doctors failed to diag
nose an infection over four days. He 
and his wife say they’re looking for

accountability.
In Mississippi, a dozen surgeons 

took leaves of absence Monday from 
four Gulf Coast hospitals — Memorial 
Hospital, Garden Park Medical Center, 
Gulf Coast Medical Center and 
Hancock Medical Center.

Mississippi Gov. Ronnie Musgrove 
criticized Mississippi’s Legislature 
for not taking action during a special 
session on tort reform last year.

“My plan included the creation of a 
compensation fund to address the 
immediate needs of health care 
providers and to ensure health care cov
erage for our people,” he said.
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College Station • 2050 Texas Ave S. Suite A 
next to Old Navy £r Freebirds • 979.694.2683
Salon offer valid for first time salon clients only. Offers good this Tuesday only. 
Not valid with any other offer. Limit one coupon per visit.

A&M Nail & Spa
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Jacuzzi Spa
Manicure & Pedicure * 

*25.00

Full Set

*19.00

Eyebrow Waxing
*5.00

1

Refill Solar Nail Body Massage
■ *10.00 *30.00 *5-00 OFF

UV Free Tanning
o

‘r^elax.

KTan in 60 seconds

I I
Aggie Bucks and major credit cards accepted

B Business Hours-.
Monday - Saturday: 9am - 7pm 

j^Sunday: l 2pm - 6 pm

2212 S. Texas Avenue 
College Station : 

(Next to Fuddruckers)
693-6561 |
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One Month Unlimited Tanning

(Limit 1 coupon per semester)
Good at any location. Expires 5-10-03

s|Q
Off Mystic Tan Visit
(First time customers only) 

Expires 5-10-03

COLLEGE STATION BRYAN COLLEGE STATION
680-0055 846-4822 693-5555

1605 Texas Ave. S. 4001 East 29th St. 171 8 Rock Prairie Rd.
(Culpepper Plaza) (Winn Dixie Center) (Prairie Center)

www.TotalTanSalons.com SOURCE: White I

Concert Tickets Are

20% Off
GIRLS CHOIR OF HARLEM

February 7 at 7:30 PM 
Rudder Auditorium

><
MSC OPAS

Three Decades of Performing Arts

Redeemable at MSC Box Office only. Limit 4 tickets/coupon. 
Not valid for tickets already purchased,

TAMU student ID required, Coupon expires 2-7-03

Tutor] oKtl

Spring Class Schedule: j AAA I Defensive Driving
Monday Tliesday Wednesday Thursday

4 p.m. Ag Eco 317 Math 366 Math 365 Stat 30X

5:30 p.m. Math 131 Physics 202 Math 131 Physics 202
7 p.m. Physics 201 Math 142 Physics 201 Matli 166

8:30 p.m. Math 142 Math 141 Math 142 Math 141
10 p.m. Math 1325 Math 1324 Matli 141 Math 141

Go to www.tutor] oTm.com or cal I 485-8556 
for more information
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GET 3

PLANET BEACH \
1800 S. Texas Ave., Suite D 

(Next to Harvey Washbangers) 
College Station

979-694-1103
Under New Management
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Lot-of-fun, Laugh-a-lot
Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 

M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.), 
Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

or Sat. (8 a.in.-2:30 p.m.)
Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 

111 Univ. Dr., Ste. 217 846-6117
(In Hank of America. Next to Black Eyed Pea.) 
Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.
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Exclusively Nails

Treat Yourself to the Best!!

1220 Harvey Rd.
(by Toys 51 Us)

ALL MATTRESS SETS
COIXEGE STATION J I

Hot Oil Manicures 
Jacuzzi Spa Pedicures 
Artificial Extentions 

Silk Wraps & Fiberglass 
Massage Therapy 
Pampering Packages

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS!

FREE Paraffin Wax for any service from l25.00 & up

2501 S.Texas Ave. D 104 Next to 4.0 & Go, Near Lack’s Furniture

764-5693 
764-9582

2406-D Texas Kroger Center, Next to Stein Mart
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1663 Texas Ave. S 
979-693-2822
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1673 Briarcrest Dr. 
979-776-0162
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696-9751
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Complete and Professional Nail Care
MANICURE 

& PEDICURE
*23.00

w/coupon

1
FULL SET

j *19.00 So
! w/coupon

MANICURE & PEDICURE 
+ JACUZZI SPA

*26.00
w/coupon

REFILL ; Jacuzzi Spa Solars

S10.00 "x«
w/coupon

i *18.00
i w/coupon

*30.00 (&
w/coupon

I

/Irf, Sr %onl
A Potrery pain-ting Place!

A great place to paint pottery, relax,
& gather with friends!

Parties, £houjers. Date Night, 
Grirl Time, Gifts,

H \ D) Coffee, Greek
Group Meetings, etc.
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Offers valid only at PRO NAILS with this coupon. 
We accept competitors coupons. Expires 08-31-03.

10% Off With this 
_ Coupon ___ _

1724 Rock Prairie Road'CS'TX* 764-9550
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