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CHICAGO (AP) — Officials 
of United Airlines and its 
mechanics union were meeting 
behind closed doors Sunday in 
renewed efforts to find a way to 
keep the nation’s No. 2 air carri
er out of bankruptcy.

The mechanics last week 
rejected a proposed package of 
steep wage and benefit cuts that 
United says are necessary if it is 
to land a $1.8 billion federal 
loan guarantee that would keep 
it out of Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
court proceedings.

United spokesman Jeff Green 
confirmed the Sunday meeting 
but said the airline would not 
discuss any aspects of the talks, 
including their location or dura
tion. He said he couldn’t predict 
whether the airline would have 
any announcement Sunday.

Machinists union representa
tives did not respond to repeated 
calls seeking comment.

The union was on the verge 
of striking in the spring before it 
agreed to a sweetened contract 
offer that included the mechan
ics’ first raise since 1994. The 
airline still owes them retroac
tive pay under that deal.

The meeting came a day after 
the airline’s 24.000 flight atten-
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dants agreed to $412 million in 
wage concessions. However, 
that deal and other cost-cutting 
agreements accepted by 
United’s pilots and other 
employee groups will expire 
Dec. 31 unless the mechanics 
sign on.

United is seeking $5.2 billion 
in company wide labor cuts over 
5 1/2 years. The mechanics’ pro
posed share is believed to be 
$600 million to $700 million.

A bankruptcy would be 
unlikely to have any immediate 
effect on passengers. United hits 
said it will continue Hying its 
normal schedule, as US Airways 
has been doing since its Chapter 
1 1 filing in August.
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HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston Fire 
Department was investigating a fire at the three- 
story, I 1.493-square-foot River Oaks mansion that 
former Enron Chief Financial Officer Andrew 
Fastow once owmed.

The house, which was sold to another energy 
company official for $3.9 million in October, 
caught fire early Sunday,

“It is under investigation,” said Houston Fire 
Department spokesman Jay Evans, “That is all we 
are going to say about it at this time.”

Firefighters received the call about 3 a.m. 
Evans described the fire as “very small” and said 
it was contained in the front portion of the house, 
which federal prosecutors have accused Fastow of 
building with laundered money.

The proceeds of the sale to Thomas Hd 
CFO of Hilcorp Energy, and his wife.Laura.>1 
be turned over to the U.S. Marshal’sServiceij 
a judge rules on whether the money was da! 
from Enron.

Htx>k did not immediately return a phoneiK 
sage left Sunday by The Associated Press. 
$3(K),(XX) of work remained on the houseKtaif 
couple purchased it. It was not immediate!)eki 
whether they had moved into the home.

Video shot by KPRC-TV showed a la 
can near the front door of the home asfefjf® 
worked to extinguish the blaze. Evans declined u 

comment on the report.
Fastow spokesman Gordon Andre* vadik 
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DON'T LET THOSE HOLIDAY POUNDS SNEAK UP ON YOU! 
Stay in shape with the motivation of a Personal Trainer. On your 
own or with a friend, it's the best way to stay fit and trim. Visit the 
Member Services Desk for more information.
DO YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING EARLY—Buy Rec Sports Gift 

Certificates. Available for massage, personal training, group aer
obics, climbing/equipment and outdoor trips. Get yours today at 
the Member Services Desk.
CARDIO with CARE—December 1 1,6:00—7:30 p.m. Benefit-ting 
the Brazos Food Bank and the Emmanuel Lighthouse Shelter for 
Homeless Women & Children. Enjoy one of five FREE workouts by 
bringing a donation of canned goods or a new/used coat. 
Workouts to choose from: Hip Hop, Step, Kick Box Bootcamp, 
Yoga and Cycle l/Bodyblaster. Tickets to enter will be given out in 
the lobby of the Rec Center beginning at 5:00 p.m. (limited par
ticipation due to room size and safety requirements).'The first 200 
participants will receive an event t-shirt.
Help Wanted: Pilates Instructor and Massage Therapist needed at 
the Rec Center. For more information, call 845-3076.

Walk of Champions

Aggies get your discounted Walk of Champions brick for 
$100 before you leave Aggieland. For more information on 
ordering your personalized brick, visit our web site at 
http://recsports. tamu.edu. Order forms are available. The 
holidays are coming fast—Walk of Champions bricks make 
fantastic gifts.

do ram .._a--------------
College Football Bowl Challenge Dec. 9—17

Intramural participants please remember that registration ends at 
6:00 p.m. Please visit the Member Services Desk to sign up for your 
favorite Intramural sport.
Proaram Registration Price

FREE

A Great Deal @ the Golf Course
TWO for TUESDAYS at the Golf Course—Bring a friend and plav for 
the price of one person (green fee only). Tee times preferred. Call the 
Pro Shop at 845-1 723 to reserve your time.
• It's a great time to play! So many changes are under way at 

your A&M Golf course—paved cart paths, full practice facilities, 
improved course conditions. Student and twilight rates available, 
along with a full line of golfing apparel in the Pro Shop. OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC. Call 845-1 723 for tee times.

Join us in the Great Outdoors
)grc
ulde

Registration Event Date
Bouldering Extravaganza Nov. 4-Dec. 7 Dec. 7

One-day bouldering competition for local fanatics. Don't miss 
out on tne fun! $1 0 guarantees your spot in the competition, an 
event t-shirt and your name in the drawing for door prizes.

Rec Center Rock Wall—Now is the time to renew your Rock 
Wall pass. Classes are held at 3:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday—Thursday and at 3:00 p.m. on Friday for only $5.

Student Rec Center etc
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f°r 'nformation r°0m 158 of the Rec Center or cal18624
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