
NE^
HE BATTALION

r
1 from page i 

leB gunshot andsaj
he night before,
|(J as he backed 
his parking spoij
van w'lh two it:
0 turn into his ltt 
Inver appeared ven
nd his way blockej 
rove by a neighbor, 
restaurant and o«

:scribed the drive, 
ian of slight buili 
d to be Mideaster 
got a good look i

;r “seemed to h 
rritated because le 
into my lane,"lie 

aght this fool was 
it to get out of the 
“ or something. Bn 
kept on going," 

:tims have been at j 
single bullet W 
mce with a high 
as the victims wen 
very day tasks, He 
apparent communi- 

investigators has 
oath card inscribei 
man, 1 am God." 
ming appeal forihi 
>, Moose retad 
ages of a white vai 
cks that witnesses 
day’s slaying ofi 
gas station neai 
rg, Va.
id there appeare! 
rities between the 
Friday’s shooting 

n from Monda;

would not sa; 
esses to the latest 
able to give cot 
plate numbers t(

loting has revealei 
avestigation. Wei: 
every day," sail 
jchard, an age® 
reau of Alcohol 
Firearms, 
r escaped a hug: 
d Falls Church. 1 
' the nation’s cap 
'as backed ups, 
:e surrounded 
ms of white var- 
a former MarylaS 
who teaches cri® 
Radford Univem? 
d the killer is eitte 
ore the drag® 
r has some kindd 
he can watch tit 

>ts.
on has climM 
■ Washington suh 
sday, the flood d 
them false ala® 
sidents, prompt 

Gov. P® 
to ban outdo# 
our Washington'

e Flome Depot 
atively retunwl 
made a last swetj 
nd towed the vit-

doesn't striki 
: same place' 
ns said as sh> 

Barnes & N#

ION
\sst. Aggielife Eduo' 

nion Editor 
tsst. Opinion FJif°r 
opy Chief 
to Editor 
'hoto Editor 
raphics Editor 
o Producer

Debello, Carmen 
m Perez, Jessica

: fall and spring seme 
5 and exam periods)a 
Send address changes

Aggielife
The Battalion Page 3 • Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Burnins the midnight oil
Architecture students work long hours and sacrifice sleep at 'Langford HoteV

By Denise Schoppe
THE BATTALION

Many students find themselves living on 
campus, but they’re not sleeping in the dorms. 
Langford Architecture Building houses archi
tecture students for days while they work on 
designs, models and projects.

Amanda Roome, a senior landscape archi
tecture major, said she has been known to stay 
at Langford for two straight days.

“We have projects that are spaced out across 
atwo week period,” she said. “We have a stage 
of research, and then a stage of looking over 
all of that research and pulling out the useful 
information and putting it in a form we can 
present it to our class. Since we have to focus 
on the design, even the way we present our 
information has to be designed.”

Sleep-deprived students often slip into a state 
of delirium and act unusually, Roome said.

“Some people get so tired and delirious that 
they just get goofy,” Roome said. “A lot of 
interesting stuff happens up there. One time, 
we had a guy who rigged something so that 
whenever the girl pulled her stool out from 
under her desk, a sign shot up in front of her. 
They do such crazy stuff.”

Jacob Young, a junior landscape architec
ture major, said many students sing to enter
tain themselves while working.

“I’ve heard people that sing when they prob
ably shouldn’t be singing,” Young said. “I guess 
they get tired and they think they are really 
good or something, so they sing really loudly.”

Despite the long hours. Young said he would 
rather be working on campus all night than sit
ting at home studying for a math test.

“It just kind of depends on what your inter
ests are and what you like to do,” Young said.

He said he enjoys working with other stu
dents and has befriended many other landscape 
architecture students throughout the years.

“You see the same people up here day in and 
day out, and for most of the night,” Young said.

“With landscape architecture, it’s a five-year 
degree, and we have 25 in my graduating class. 
You'll see those same 25 people for three years 
in studio, so you become really close with them.”

Langford plays a dominant role in the social 
lives of most of the students.

“I probably would have been at Fajita Ritas 
for dollar margaritas hours ago if I didn’t have 
to do my group project,” Roome said. “It is 
hard to manage time, because they put us in 
group projects. It’s really hard to coordinate

with your partner. Like, I just had to meet with 
my group partner and he said he’d be up here 
at 4:30 but he didn’t get here until 7:30.”

Students’ sleeping habits also suffer. Roome 
said when students pull all-nighters they often 
crawl under desks and take naps.

Jennifer Graham, president of the Texas 
A&M chapter of The American Institute of 
Architecture Students (AIAS) and a senior 
environmental design major, said the late hours 
at the architecture building are a concern of

the organization at the national level.
Graham said that AIAS put together the 

Studio Culture Task Force to observe the num
ber of hours architecture students work.

“A lot of people say that it’s a rite of pas
sage for architecture students to stay up late 
and work on projects because it’s always been 
this way,” Graham said. “It’s part of the educa
tion to pull an all-nighter, but there’s also an 
issue of whether it’s safe.”

In other states, architecture students have 
died falling asleep at the wheel when driving 
home after working late on projects. To com
bat this problem, many universities close their 
architecture buildings at 10 p.m. so students 
will not be up all night working on projects. 
While this may be an effective way to get stu
dents in bed before midnight, Graham said it is 
not necessarily the best solution for A&M’s 
architecture program.

“There’s a lot of students who can’t get up 
here before 10,” she said. “Many students are 
in class all day and then go to a job. By the 
time they’re done with everything, they have to 
pull an all-nighter and finish a project.”

Graham said some professors collect proj
ects at night so students will not stay up late 
working on them.

“Some professors pick up projects at 10 at 
night so that their students will go home and 
get a good night’s sleep, but that doesn’t stop 
students from staying up all night the night 
before,” Graham said. “Architecture students 
just want to work hard because their projects 
aren’t just up for their professors to see, but 
also for other professors and other students to 
talk about.”

Despite the pressure to impress faculty and 
classmates, difficult projects and late nights, ben
efits of being an architecture student do exist.

“I think architecture students get closer to 
their classmates than students in other majors 
do because we’re up here all the time,”
Graham said. “There’s always music playing 
and people having a good time. I think our stu
dents feel lucky that we’re open all night.”
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Shawn Ursell, a senior environmental design major, naps on a studio couch in Langford Architecture Building 
Tuesday night. Many architecture students take advantage of Langford’s sleep-friendly environment.


