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[Terror arrests deepen uneasiness 
among Muslims in New York
■LACKAWANNA, N.Y. (AP) — 

Clinching a shortwave radio tuned to an 
Aitabic music station in Kuwait, Hassan 
M|ihsen talked at length about the lure of 
immigrant life in the United States before 
his mood suddenly darkened.
■ “Thank God we’re in America, the sys­

tem is good and fair, but there is ignorance 
also,” said the 53-year-old retired steel­
worker. “Since yesterday I heard it three 
times: ‘Go home!”’
■ Five men from Lackawanna’s Yemeni 

community were arrested and accused of 
aiding the terrorists who planned the Sept. 
11 attacks. The men — all U.S. born — 
were charged Saturday with providing sup­
port and resources to foreign terrorist 
organizations.
■ Now, the town’s Yemeni-Americans 

must contend with suspicion and hostility 
from some of their non-Yemeni neighbors.
■ “I had no suspicion before, not even 

when 9/11 happened,” said Anne Vertino, 
34, as she sat outside her mother’s house 
across the street from a shuttered grocery 
store where FBI agents arrested one of the 
suspects in raids Friday night and early 
Saturday.
I “But knowing what happened and 

they’re your neighbors in a small city, def­
initely you’re going to treat them different

and wonder what’s going on. It's not the 
women I worry about or the children, it’s 
the men,” she said.

Federal authorities say the five men 
trained at an al-Qaida camp in Afghanistan 
where Osama bin Laden spoke about his 
anti-American beliefs before returning 
home in June 2001 to Lackawanna, a sub­
urb of Buffalo on the shore of Lake Erie. 
Officials said they had no information the 
alleged terror cell was planning an attack in 
the United States.

Charged Saturday were Shafal Mosed, 
24; Faysal Galab, 26; Sahim Alwan, 29; 
Yasein Taher, 24; and Yahya Goba, 25. The 
men all lived within blocks of each other in 
Lackawanna.

Peter Ahearn, special agent in charge of 
the FBI’s Buffalo field office, said he wor­
ries the Yemeni community will be ostra­
cized, but said hate crimes would not be 
tolerated.

“The role of the FBI is twofold,” he 
said. “One is that we're going to conduct 
investigations of any terrorists, Muslim or 
not. That’s our job. The other side of the 
coin, and we dealt with this right after 9/11, 
is that we investigate civil rights.”

About 1,000 Yemenis live in 
Lackawanna, working mostly in the fading 
steel industry at a galvanizing plant, a Ford

plant or an aluminum producer.
Crouching next to the Lackawanna 

Islamic Center mosque, a 30-year-old man 
who identified himself only as Abdullah 
said the neighborhood has been relatively 
free of ethnic tension since Yemenis first 
moved here in 1922.

“We have a good relationship around 
here — blacks, whites and a little 
Hispanic,” he said. “We might not know 
each other personally but we know each 
other by our faces.”

The atmosphere has become tense, he 
acknowledged.

“We’re going to have stares here and 
there, maybe a couple of words,” he said. 
“What are you going to do? Are you going 
to fight, argue with people? You’ve just got 
to be patient.”

Jim Hardwick, 70, who is black and has 
lived among the Yemenis for a half-century, 
said he hasn't changed his view of his 
neighbors.

“That's five (men) out of thousands,” he 
said. “I don’t have any opinion on the ones 
that 1 don’t know. If I don't know ’em, I 
don’t know ’em. The ones that I know, they 
would never be involved in what happened.

“You can’t talk about anybody as a 
group,” he added. “You have to talk about 
individuals.”

Got First Yell?
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

MSC BOX OFFICE, REED ARENA, T1CKETMASTER

Hungry Hop
Food Joint & Convenience Store

• Authentic Spicy Indian Food 
available throughout the day

• PLUS a Different Menu for 
Indian Food 7 days a week!

• Take-out, Catering,
and Limited Area Delivery

• Fresh Sandwiches and Salads

Thursday Special
Free 16oz drink with Indian Meal

1 0:00am-1 l:OOpm 
Accept All Major Credit Cards

110 Nagle, College Station
846-7525
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Homeland 
security 
bill may 
pass soon
| WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate majority leader said 
Sunday that Congress will pass 
legislation before the November 
elections creating a Homeland 
Security Department despite a 
dispute over the president’s power 
to hire and fire agency workers.
I President Bush is threatening 

to veto the bill, which the GOP- 
led House passed and the 
Democratic-control led Senate is 
considering, unless it gives him 
flexibility over the estimated 
1|70,()0() employees that would 
become part of the Cabinet 
agency.
f “I can’t believe he’d veto a bill 

over the issue of accountability,” 
said Sen. Tom Daschle, D-S.D. “I 
can’t believe he’d veto the bill 
over the issue of politicization of 
the federal work force.”

Daschle has called Bush’s pro­
posal “a power grab of unprece­
dented magnitude” that would 
undermine the government’s non­
political civil service system and 
threaten labor union rights and 
protections for one-third of the 
workers.
[ The White House says the new 
department needs broader powers 
to hire, fire, promote or demote 
and pay employees, and to waive 
union rights in matters of national 
security, to meet emerging terror­
ist threats.

“We’ve put this in place for 
good reason. The politicization of 
the federal work force is not 
something we should have, and 
that’s all we’re saying now,” 
Daschle said on ABC’s “This 
Week.”

Despite the apparent impasse, 
Daschle said: “It will get passed 
before the election. I am confi­
dent of that.”
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Large Non- Smoking Room
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Get a FREE MUSIC CD of your choice when you select AT&T.
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VARSITY FORD

www.varsityford.net
NO SALESMAN 

UNTIL YOU NEED THEM!
HIGH REBATES 

ZERO INTEREST LOANS 
COLLEGE GRAD PROGRAMS 
TRUCKS, MUSTANGS & FOCUS 

SPECIALS!
(Questions? E-mail us at 

sales@varsi tyford. net)

NO CALL OR PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. ELIGIBILITY: Open to legal residents of the 48 United States, District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands who are 18 or older as of 8/1/02. Void in Puerto Rico, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Hawaii, Alaska, and where otherwise prohibited by law. Two Ways to Participate: A.) To enter by signing up for AT8.T Long Distance, AT8.T One Rate* 7c Plus Plan and/or the AT8>T AnyHour International Savings 
Plan: Call 1-877-COLLEGE between 12:00:00AM Eastern Time (“ET”) on 8/1/02 and 11:59:59PM ET on 10/31/02 (hereafter referred to as the "Promotion Period”) and provide the required information to the operator or IVR prompt to 
receive one entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry per household for each plan. B.) To enter by mail: Hand print your name, complete address, zip code, age, daytime telephone number, email address, college or university 
name, school status (pt/ft) (If applicable), and the words “AT&T College/MTV Back to School Promotion” on a plain 3"x 5" paper and mail it in a hand addressed #10 envelope with first-class postage to: “AT&T College/MTV Back to 
School Promotion", P.O. Box 13084, Bridgeport, CT 06673-3084, Limit three entries per person and per household for the duration of the Promotion Period. Prizes/Odds: (1) Grand Prize: 4 day/3 night trip for winner and (3) guests to 
the MTV New Year's Eve Party in New York City on 12/30/02-1/2/03 consisting of round trip coach air transportation from nearest major airport in the U.S. to winner’s residence, suite hotel accommodations for (4), ground transporta­
tion (to/from hotel and the airport), and a total of $1,000 spending money (Approximate Retail Value “ARV"=$6,000). Actual value of prize may vary depending on winner’s city of departure. Insurance and all applicable federal, state 
and local taxes on receipt and use of prize, if any, and any expenses not specified above are the sole responsibility of winner. A random drawing will be conducted on or about 11/14/02 from among all eligible entries received. Odds 
of winning the Grand Prize will depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Subject to the Official Rules available by visiting http://www.att.oom/college/rules or by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope by 11/1/02 
to: AT&T College/MTV Back to School Promotion, PO Box 13106, Bridgeport, CT 06673-3106. Sponsor: AT&T, 340 Mt. Kembel, Morristown, NJ 07960 Promoter: DVC Group, Inc., Morristown, NJ 07960 CD OFFER: Consumers who 
have signed up for the AT&T Long Distance, AT&T One Rate* 7® Plus Plan and/or the AT&T AnyHour International Saving Plan during the promotion period, in addition to being entered into this Sweepstakes will be sent a Sony online 
gift certificate which may be redeemed at www.sonycertificates.com toward a select CD from the Sony Music "Hot New Releases" Catalog (Approximate Retail Value "ARV’’=$15), while supplies last. The Sony online gift certificate 
will be included in the AT&T fulfillment package. Terms, conditions, and restrictions may apply to the use of the online certificate and PIN. Limit one CD per person, e-mail address, immediate family member, or household. Please allow 
6-8 weeks after redemption for delivery.
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