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Hitchin’ a ride
embers of CARPOOL spend weekends helping prevent drunk driving in B/CS

By Denise Schoppe
THE BATTALION
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They are seen around Aggieland every weekend, hanging 
■round clubs and bars. Dressed in bright green T-shirts, they are 
armed with business cards'and cellular phones. Now and then, 
their cars whisk party-goers away.

Their goal: to save lives. Their name: CARPOOL, which 
stands for Caring Aggies ‘R’ Protecting Over Our Lives. Lauren 
Barbier, CARPOOL director of public relations and a junior 
journalism major, said the organization simply wants to help 
students get home safely.

“We just want to provide a service that gives students an 
alternative to drinking and driving,” Barbier said.

CARPOOL is a student-run organization which, according to 
its mission statement, offers “ free non-judgmental rides” to stu­
dents and Bryan-College Station residents who have been drink­
ing and feel incapable of driving themselves home. It operates 
T hursday through Saturday every weekend, except

0 Doner Thanksgiving Day weekend, from 10:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m.
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Barbier said she hears some students do not use the organiza­
tion because they are afraid of being turned in to the police.

“It’s frustrating when you hear of people not using the serv­
ice because of misinformation,” Barbier said. “Rides are not 
videotaped or audio-taped. We only take riders’ first names, so 
|here is no way to trace them. Being non-judgmental is the heart 

f CARPOOL.”
Eric Martin, CARPOOL member and senior biomedical sci­

ences major, said picking up students who use the organization 
Improperly is the hardest thing for him.

“We work on auto program.” Martin said. “People give you 
an address and you can’t call them a liar, even when we have 

^he inclination that they are just trying to go to another party.”
CARPOOL members who are not driving the cars work as “her- 

^chels,” named after Herschel Walker, the 1982 Heisman Trophy 
'inner and a favorite football player of CARPOOL’s founder.

The herschels walk around area bars and clubs handing out
business cards, or calling rides for people.

CARPOOL operates using 10 cars provided by Enterprise

Rent-A-Car. Two members, one male and one female, are dis­
patched in each car from CARPOOL’s meeting place at a 
Plantation Oaks apartment.

“We have 250 members that must work six nights a semes­
ter,” Barbier said. “About 40 students work a night.”

Members of CARPOOL are trained to handle any situation. 
The process for becoming a member involves filling out an 
application which is followed by an interview.

“[The members are] one of the coolest things about the 
organization,” Martin said. “The people who are in it are a 
pleasure to be with. I haven’t had a night that 1 didn’t want to 
be there. The company in the car has always been nice. It’s an 
organization with a lot of good people in it.”

Taking charge

CARRIE CARTER • THE BATTALION

Senior computer engineering group assignments to another 
major Peter Rega relays the CARPOOL member.

Barbier said CARPOOL has about 100 members each 
semester. Students who are chosen to be part of CARPOOL go 
through six hours of training.

“Drivers go through training so they can be confident and 
feel safe in their abilities,” she said. “Also, patrons can feel safe.”

In the years since the organization began, there has never 
been an incident of someone exerting violence towards CAR- 
POOL members.

“I really don’t feel any of our members feel apprehensive 
about going out,” Barbier said. "We recognize the fact that 
something could happen, but we’ve never had an incident. We 
enjoy what we do.”

Student’s reasons for joining vary from wanting to help the 
community to having been personally affected by drunk drivers.

Cat Jacobs, CARPOOL member and junior management major, 
joined because she had family members killed by a drunk driver.

“I’m just trying to keep people from having to go through 
what I went through by having people killed by drunk drivers, 
be it family members or friends,” Jacobs said.

CARPOOL is affiliated with M.A.D.D. (Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving) and is supported by Aggie Moms’ Clubs and the Bryan, 
College Station and University police departments.

“We have mutual respect and a good relationship with the 
police, but we don’t report to them. [They] do not receive any 
information at all," Barbier said. “They will sometimes call us 
to come pick someone up.”

Jacobs said CARPOOL sometimes receives more calls than 
the organization is equipped to handle.

“It’s really hard to get to people as quickly as we would 
like,” Jacobs said. “You feel bad that people have to wait. We 
get so many calls and try to get to them as fast as we can. 
Unfortunately, people sometimes end up having to wait awhile 
before we can get to them.”

Barbier said CARPOOL tries to provide as many rides as possible.
“In our first three years, we gave 26,353 rides,” she said.
The organization kicked off its fourth year on Sept. 5.

Barbier said 130 rides were provided that night. CARPOOL can 
be reached at 693-9905.
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TEXA5 A&M^FDOTBALL
^ Walk-on / 12th Man ^
^ Informational Meeting ^

Wednesday, September 4, 2002 
4:30 p.m.

The Football Team Auditorium on the 
NW Corner of Kyle Field

Mandatory Attendance
Must be Enrolled in 12 Hours at Texas A&M University at College Station 

Must have Started College No Earlier than the Fall of 2000
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Career Center Sept. 9 2:00pm 104 Horticulture
Orientation for Forestry Science
Buisness Majors Building
Career Center Sept. 10 5:30pm 502 Rudder
Orientation for
Liberal Arts rlr 1
Majors -i. .• ^ :v- * S !
Career Center Sept. 10& 12 4:00pm 111 Koldus
Orientation \ ||
Resume Writing Sept. 10 & 12 5:00pm 111 Koldus
Engineering Sept. 10 7:00ptn l()4BZachry
Resume Writing
International Sept. 10 3:30pm 110 Koldus
Student Work
Authorization
Marketing Sept. 10 4:00pm 502 Rudder
International
Experience
Co-op Orientation Sept. 10 2:30pm 111 Koldus
Career Center Sept. 11 2:00pm 111 Koldus
Orientation for P| :
Liberal Arts uuMiP' ^
Majors
Sell Yourself Sept. 11 4:00pm 111 Koldus
Iiiterviexving
Engineering Sept. 12 10:00pm Zachry Lobby
Resume Reviews
Resume Writing Sept. 12 5:00pm 111 Koldus

Co-op Orientation Sept. 12 11:3 pm 111 Koldus

Internship Sept. 12 3:00pm 111 Koldus
Stratagies
Buisness Resume Writing Sept. 13 3:00pm 128 Webber

r-fTcAREER Center http://careercenter.tamu.edu
LJ Texas A&M University 209 Koldus 845-5139

QUANTUM COW TUTORING: 260-COWS
IN THE SPARKS BUILDING (UPSTAIRS), NORTHGATE

quantumcow.com

CHEMISTRY
PHYSICS
NEW: PHYS 208!

LAB
SOLUTIONS
LAB SOLUTIONS MANUALS: 

CHEMISTRY101/102/107/237/238/242 
PHYSICS 201/202/208/218

ALSO: HOMEWORK A CAPA SOLN'S

ORGANIC
BIOLOGY

TEST PACKETS
FOR ALL COURSES!

NEW: HISTORY 105
ALSO: MGMT 211, SOC. 205 & PHYS. 306

PSYCHOLOGY 107 ACCT 209: BILLY’S VIDEO 
TERM PAPERS, ALL COURSES

AUDIT DEADLINE: 9/18/02 ORDER DEADLINE: 9/20/02 DELIVERY DATE: 11/7/02 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT REQUIREMENTS
1. You must be a degree-seeking student with at least 95 cumulative undergraduate credit hours.
2. Transfer students need 60 hours of undergraduate credit at Texas A&M University, or degree must be 

conferred and posted.
3. You must have a cumulative 2.0 GPR at Texas A&M University.
4. You must be in good standing with the University. (No blocks, etc.)

GRADUATE STUDENT REQUIREMENTS
1. Your degree must be conferred and posted on SIMS or if you have completed all degree requirements, you 

may present an original letter of completion from the Office of Graduate Studies.
2. You must be in good standing with the University. (No blocks, etc.)

PROCEDURE TO ORDER RING
If you met all the above requirements in the summer of 2002 or before and wish to receive your 
Aggie Ring on November 7, 2002, please submit a Ring audit online no later than September 18, 2002 
at www.AggieNetwork.com/AggieRing or visit the Aggie Ring office by September 18 to complete an 
application for a Ring audit.

Payment is due in full at the time of ordering by cash, check, 
money order, or your personal Discover, Visa, Mastercard or 
American Express (with your name imprinted).

Ring loans are available to qualified and currently enrolled TTl0 ASSOC
students at the Short Term Loan Office, Room 230, Pavilion. of fo^^^rstudents®

Please submit your Ring audit to the Aggie Ring office before
, . x , 505 GEORGE BUSH DRapplying for a Ring Loan. T

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77840-2918
See our website for complete details or call the Aggie Ring office at 845-1050. (979)845-1 050

www.AggieNetwork.com

http://careercenter.tamu.edu
http://www.AggieNetwork.com/AggieRing
http://www.AggieNetwork.com

