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ANN PACKER

The Dive from Clausen's Pier
Ann Packer
Knopf Publishing

The heroine of The Dive from 
Clausen’s Pier is Carrie Bell, a 
23-year-old who has dated the 
same man for eight years. Her
fiance, Mike, is an all-around______________
good guy, but Carrie feels she 
has been missing something. She is on the verge 
of deciding to make a change and try something 
new. However, after Mike breaks his neck diving 
off a pier, Carrie is forced to make a choice. She 
either can stay with Mike and help him through his 
struggles as a quadriplegic, or find herself — and a 
new 40-year-old lover — in New York City.

Feeling pressure from her friends and Mike’s 
family, Carrie embarks on a road trip to New York 
and stayjs with a high school acquaintance, Simon, 
who is now gay.

This move, along with many others throughout 
the book, makes Carrie seem self-involved, how
ever, sffier further reading, author Ann Packer is

makes readers place themselves in Carrie’s 
shoes. Many will find they might have taken the 
same course of action.

Throughout the book, Carrie constantly battles 
between acting on her own feelings and what she 
knows is the right thing to do.

While holding Mike’s hand in the hospital, she 
thinks to herself, “This is me doing the right thing. 
This is me being brave and strong for Mike.”

Through Carrie's memories and in chapter two, read
ers learn of the intimacy between the old Mike and 
Carrie, which makes their situation more dramatic.

Carrie realizes how she and Mike came to know 
everything about each other, and Packer once again 
graces readers with her remarkable insights into 
human relationships when she writes, “We were 
caretakers of each other's habits and expressions/!

By the end of the book, readers will find th 
selves empathizing with Carrie and turning the 
final pages with a smile on their face and a i 
tears in their eyes. Readers are sure to learn atew 
things from Packer about others and most impor 
tantly, themselves. (Grade: A)

—Lizette Resendez

2002 Ring Dance

^ Prime Rib 
^ Chicken Florentine 
^ Stuffed Orange Roughy 
^ Duchess Potatoes 
^ Wild Rice Pilaf w/Pine Nuts 
^ Grilled Balsamic Vegetables

$16.95 per Person

Don’t Miss Out on a Seniors Greatest Privilege
Call for Reservations 695-0985

Saturday April 20, 2002 
6 pm - 10 pm
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MEET ME AT
SATCHELS
$1 — Longnecks

all day / every day

Across the street from Traditions Dorm 
260-8850

FREE PARKING BEHIND SHADOW CANYON

THE SECRET TO FEELING 
GOOD ABOUT RETIREMENT...

...is being certain you’ll have enough money for as 
long as you live. An ANNUITY is a tax deferred 
tool that can guarantee you an income even if you 
live to be 140. It’s a great way to help fill the gap 
between what you currently have coming to you - 
through pensions. Social Security, savings - and 
what you’ll actually need to live.

Call us to find out how to 
feel good about retirement.

Ryan Holland
Mike Southerland Insurance Agency 

979.823.3759 - Office 
979.821.2409 - Fax 

www.mrsagency.com 
stx37004@allstate.com
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CURIOUS?
Come hear Dr. Hargrove’s story about how he was 
kidnapped and held for ransom for eleven months. 

Listen as CNN’s The Capital Gang discusses what 
the U.S. Government does and does not do to 

protect you and your family as you travel abroad.

WILEY 8:00 p'm'
lVct^O April 19th, 2002
Memorial Student Center Rudder Auditorium

For more information visit \viley.tmu.etlu

CONGRATULATIONS!
Join the Celebration at the Clayton W. Williams, Jr. Alumni Center

APRIL 18TH RING DELIVERY
Tickets distributed throughout the day, beginmng at 7:15 a.m.

You must have a numbered ticket to get your Ring.

Festivitiks begin AT 2 P.M.
Ring DisrurounoN starts at 3 p.m. and ends at 6 p.m.

Limited parking is available in the parking lot behind the 
Alumni Center. We encourage you to take the Bonfire 

or Replant bus routes that stop in front of the building.

Texas Aggie Artist, Benjamin Knox ’90, personalizing the “Historic Aggie Ring”

You must bring your pink receipt and driver’s license 
to pick up your Ring. If you do not have your pink receipt, 

please bring your student ID and driver’s license.
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