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Israeli troops and their armored vehicles wait to enter the Palestinian town of Bethlehem.

srael controls Bethlehem
akeover forces Palestinians to take shelter
RAMALLAH. West Bank (AP) — Israel 
zed control of Bethlehem and another Wesl 
nk town Tuesday in a day of wild fighting that 
tat least 13 Palestinians dead. Palestinian gun- 
n forced their way into the Church of the 
tivity, where tradition says Jesus was bom.

Israeli tanks and helicopters pounded the 
adquarters of a Palestinian security chief.
Amid what has become the fiercest Israeli 
ensive in 18 months of conflict, Palestinian 

fder Yasser Arafat angrily rejected an Israeli 
iferto free him from confinement in his com- 
lund in the West Bank town of Ramallah — 
ovided he goes into exile. Arafat spent a fifth 
raight day pinned down by Israeli troops and 
nks, his compound now ringed by barbed wire. 
Israeli troops pressed ahead with house-to- 

ouse searches for Palestinian militants and 
eapons as part of what Israel calls “Operation 

'rotective Wall" — aimed at halting terror 
ittacks targeting Israelis.

In the seventh such attack in as many days, a 
I Palestinian man blew himself up Tuesday night

Toll mounts over 
six days
Tuesday’s fighting came as 
Israel widened its five-day-old 
military offensive “Operation 
Protective Wall," launched to 
uproot militants blamed for a 
sting of terror attacks on 
Israelis.

West Bank

|— March 29
Israeli Cabinet 
declares Arafat an 
'enemy." Troops 
enter city and 
confine Arafat to an 
office building within 
his compound.

Ramallah

Bethlehem 
April 2
Heavy fighting 
around religious 
sites

when security forces stopped him at a checkpoint 
in Baka al-Sharkiyeh, a Palestinian village along 
the line between Israel and the West Bank. The 
man detonated explosives strapped around his 
body, killing himself but not injuring others, the 
military said.

In a dramatic gesture that underscored hard
ships caused by the Israeli incursion, Palestinians 
buried 15 of their dead in a hospital parking lot in 
Ramallah. Families of the dead had been unable 
to claim the bodies, which were decomposing in 
a hospital morgue because power cuts made 
refrigeration impossible. Relatives wailed and 
gunfire from fighting echoed as the bodies were 
placed in common graves carved out by a bull
dozer — one for 13 men, one for two women.

Ramallah residents, though, got a respite of a 
few hours from a curfew that has been in effect 
since Israeli tanks and troops moved in on Friday. 
People poured into the shops, lugging away can
isters of cooking oil and plastic bags bulging 
with pita bread. Canned goods were popular, as 
many people have no electricity and perishable 
food has been rotting in refrigerators.

By nightfall, most of the about 400 
Palestinians trapped in the compound of West 
Bank security chief Jibril Rajoub near Ramallah 
had surrendered to Israeli troops, in a deal bro
kered by U.S. and European officials. About 
eight men remained inside.

The sprawling compound was battered by 
the Israeli onslaught, with gaping holes 
punched in rooftops and building facades by 
shellfire and rockets.

Holy places were not immune from violence 
that raged the length and breadth of the West 
Bank. Dozens of armed Palestinians were holed 
up inside the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, which is built over the grotto where 
tradition says Jesus was born. About 20 of the 
gunmen were wounded and being tended to by 
nuns, according to witnesses trapped in the 
church compound.

The armed men, some of them Palestinian 
policemen, forced their way into the church after 
running battles with Israeli troops firing from 
helicopter gunships and from tank-mounted 
machine guns.

At nightfall, the bodies of four gunmen lay 
sprawled just off Manger Square, where the 
church is located.

As the fighting intensified, Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon proposed publicly for the first time 
that diplomats fly Arafat into exile. Sharon noted 
such a move would require Cabinet approval.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Radio Free Europe/Radio 

^^^gfiberty begin broadcasting
.P^GUE, Czech Republic (AP) — Radio Free 

)layed the a -Urope/Radio Liberty will start broadcasting to the 
said his r' North Caucasus region this week, officials

I guy in the ^ Tuesday, after a month's delay amid concerns
portunitiest ^ angering Russia over the war in Chechnya. 
iA/asa great0!5' °nia Winter, a spokesperson for the U.S. gov- 
ilented filn1,11^ nrr|ent-funded broadcaster, said the two-hour 

a thriller^ 'V Programming will start Wednesday, pro
em a trio° " °ed by nine staffers of the newly established 
anctuary. r 01 Caucasus service. The service will be in 
]ht Club, Jf!,r v regional languages Chechen, Avar and 
i to debut2) cassian, as well as Russian, 
o studio T e broadcast had been scheduled to begin Feb.

28 but was delayed at the request of the State 
Department on grounds it could set back efforts to 
start a dialogue on ending the Chechnya war.

In Washington, however, State Department 
spokesperson Philip Reeker said the delay was 
sought to allow the department time to consult 
Congress on the best use of funds.

Reeker added that RFE/RL are not subordinate to 
the State Department and do not broadcast editori
als in support of U.S. government policies. The sta
tions attempt to provide objective reporting, he said.

Winter said Tuesday the last meeting of the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors that oversees 
U.S. international radio broadcasters decided to 
proceed with the programming and “instructed 
us to go ahead.”
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I $2,000 fine
I. t0 ® months in jail

UP to 100 hrs. of 
immunity service

FREE
1 Runs continuously on 
Saturday from 10am-10pm 
from the Exchange Apts on 
Luther St.
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Use the Park & Ride and receive $5.00 off 
any non-alcoholic product!_______

Brought to you by Chilifest, Inc. - looking forward to another safe & successful Chilifest.

www.chilifest.orgFOR MORE info
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0i. Please inform us of your special needs at 845-8770

OPEN YOUR DOOR |Q 
TO SUCCESS TODAY! :

Clear Lake

Over 40% of the University of Houston-Clear Lake Healthcare 
Administration Program alumni are CEOs or senior executives.
Want to be one of them?

Consider UHCL for Healthcare Administration. 
Take classes on campus and on the web.

Small classes, MHA or MHA/MBA, nationwide residency options, 
rigorous experimental education, mentoring, 100% placement!

Call 281-283-3130 to arrange a visit or 281-283-3110 
for the next enrollment open house.

Visit immediately at www.cl.uh.edu/bpa/hadm.

The MHA degree is accredited by the Accrediting Commission on Education for Health Services Administration. The MBA is accredited by the 
AACSB-the International Association for Management Education. UHCL has the safest and one of the most beautiful campuses in Texas.

You are invited 
to a TIAA-CREF 
seminar:

Staying on Track in a Market 
Downturn. In times like these, 
maintaining a suitable invest 
ment strategy is more important 
than ever. TIAA-CREF’s Staying 
on Track in a Market Downturn 
seminar will address concerns 
you may have about market 
volatility and ways to avoid com
mon investor overreactions to it. 
Date:
Monday, 4/8/2002 
Time: 4:30 - 5:30 pm
Place:
College Station Conference 
Center, George Bush Drive, 
across from the golf course

One-on-One Counselling.
Get personal financial guidance 
to help you reach your financial 
goals.
Dates: Tuesday, 4/9/2002

Wednesday, 4.10.2002 
Thursday, 4.11.2002

Who should attend:
Faculty and Staff

To schedule an appointment in 
your office, call Shelbi Croft at 
1.800.842.2006

TIAA-CREF.org

THE CURE

FORA

SHAKY MARKET?

A SOLID

FOUNDATION.

Managing money for people
with other things to think aboutr

TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, Inc. and Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. distribute securities products. For more 
information, call 800-842-2733, ext. 5509, for prospectuses. Read them carefully before investing. © 2002 Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
^sociation-College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017
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