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Students celebrate April Fools with 
mnks and practical jokes

By Jesse Wright
THE BATTALION

T.S. Eliot s poem The Wasteland begins with the phrase, “April is the cruelest month.” 
[though this may seem to be an exaggeration for the entire month, it can start in a slump for 

"ime. April 1 is a day when even the wisest may run the risk of being deemed a fool.
| According to intoplease.com, April Fools Day dates back to the 16th century, when Pope 
Iregory VIII introduced the Gregorian calender. Before that period, the Julian calendar was used, 
Jhich marked New A ear s day as April first. Many die-hard conservatives, as well as those who

Id not hear of the change, still continued to celebrate the New Year on April first. These people, 
tiowere behind the times, were regarded as fools.

As the Gregorian years rolled by, April 1 evolved into the day of pranks and practical jokes that 
celebrated today. Thus anyone is susceptible to become an April Fool, despite their calendar of 
mice. Pranks can range anywhere from the simple to the extreme.

Rebecca Harrison, a senior recreation, parks and tourism sciences major once played an April 
wlsjoke on her roommate.
took a bunch of bubble wrap and lined her bathroom floor with it,” Harrison said. “Then I 

iscrewed the light bulbs so she couldn’t turn on the light and see the floor. She woke up early 
pril Fools day and went into the bathroom. When she walked in, the bubble wrap started popping 

L, she walked on it. She screamed, I laughed.”
Some April Fools jokes go far beyond the popping of packaging material.
Robert Parr, a graduate student in the department of mathematics, remembers some April Fools 

anks from when he was an undergraduate student at Southwestern University.
“Iwas in a fraternity, and every year someone would do something crazy on April Fools Day,” 

arrsaid. "One year, a guy found a dead deer carcass and put it in another guy’s bed. It stunk up
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Parr said retaliation was common from April Fools day victims. Often, the person doing the

Parr said that, much to the chagrin of many on campus, several of the pranks pulled by his fra- 
trnity brothers involved roadkill.

“Another time, one of my fraternity brothers mailed a dead raccoon to another frat member. The 
!)Campus post office called him and said, ‘Sir, you have a package here, and it’s really starting to 
c mell,”’Parr said.

The pranks and practical jokes that Parr remembers that did not include roadkill were still not 
_ - :asant the April Fool who fell victim to them. He said one of the more common pranks played

lealingwithasta was a practice called “Breakfast in Bed.” In this practice, eggs, syrup, ketchup, and any other 
time,’ Benjatni messy or gooey substance would be smeared, dripped and spread all over the unsuspecting April 
are goiri? to d1 Pool’s bed. 
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fooling would become the fool himself.
“People would get mad at some of the pranks sometimes. But once they got the person 

was all okay, and we could all laugh about it,” Parr said.
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•scover The Backyard'—Spring into the nice weather outside 
ar>d discover your 'Backyard' facilities at the Rec Center. The 
ad<yard' is home to outdoor basketball courts, sand volleyball 

spurts, an outside lap pool and recreational pool, picnic tables, 
tahnd locker room facilities. Take a break during lunch or after 

31 Workout inside and get some sun lounging poolside, 
ornething for everyone in 'The Backyard'!
7 an 'Outdoors'Trip—Visit TAMU Outdoors to plan your next 
^eekend adventure or sign up for one of our structured trips, 

utdoors is located behind the Rec across from Olsen Field.

PBs With Rec Sports
I <£pkhicUvou' Assistant—Creative? Not afraid to stand out? 

nave a great practical experience for those looking to build 
^^rse,portfolio. Experience with Photoshop, Pagemaker, 
rrlf0/<Var/c sought. Samples of previous work necessary. Apply, 
Foom 206. For more information, please call 845-1001.

■media Marketing Assistant—Multimedia skills needed, 
44 io/visual software knowledge preferred. Apply, room 206. 
or more information, please call 845-1001.

Amounting Assistants Needed—Great part-time experience! 
•Crn positions are open. Pick up an application in room 202. 

s oup Exercise Instructors Needed—Instructors needed for 
2o??rr,er and fall. Sign up in room 202, auditions are April 
3995 F°r more info- Please call DeAun at Woosley at 862-

ID
2fV))nal ^ra'ners Needed—Applications are available in room 
02, current Personal Trainer/CPR Certification is required. For 

re 'nformation, please call Jerod Wilson at 845—3058.

REGISTER
Relieve Stress With Fitness & Classes I GO! SEE! DO! With Outdoors

• FREE Weight Room Orientation—The Weight & Fitness Room
has many new pieces of workout equipment to keep you on 
the cutting edge of fitness! Use our guided assistance to help 
you better understand and utilize your weight room facilities. 
Held every Saturday morning. Sign up at Member Services.

• Personal Training—A personal trainer can be all you need to
assess your fitness goals, develop a workout plan, instruct you 
in a safe techniques that produce results. Personalized assis
tance doesn't get easier! Register at Member Services, cost starts 
at a competitive 2 session rate of $30.

• SWEDISH Massage Therapy—One full hour of Swedish
massage therapy is only $35 for Rec Members and $45 for 
affiliates without a Rec Membership. Appointments are avail
able every day of the week, register at Member Services.

• Tired Of The Same Workout?—Try one of our over 90 
weekly aerobic classes. We have something for everyone, all 
interests and skill levels. Schedule available online!

• HALF PRICE Aerobics Passes—Only $25! Make the rest 
of your spring fitness goals come true! We have something for 
everyone in aerobics! On sale now at Member Services. 
Cash, check, credit card and Aggiebucks accepted.

• Gift Certificates—Someone hard to shop for? Rec Sports Gift
Certificates are a great idea for a unique gift for birthdays, gift 
exchanges or just to surprise someone special in your life. 
Available now at Member Services,

recsiwrts. tsm. et/u

► Upcoming Events Registration Event Date
Kayak Roll Clinic Now-April 1 April 2
Rock Climb Wknd. Trip Now-April 2 April 5-7
Kayak Open Practice Now-April 8 April 9

•PUMPFEST 2002—Come experience the climb of your life! 
The country's largest indoor climbing competition rocks 
A&M April 1 3th. Register at TAMU Outdoors.

'Colorado Rockies Climbing Adventure—Climbing memories 
to last a lifetime on this 10-Day Inclusive vacation competi
tively priced starting at $512. Travel May 12th-22nd. Visit 
TAMU Outdoors to reserve your space.

Get Involved With Intramurals
•FIRE UP!-Penberthy Co Rec Softball Tournament—HURRY!!! 

Registration closes tomorrow, April 2nd. Make this year's 
tournament the best; put a team together, get your organiza
tions together and show us your stuff! Cost is only $ 20/team. 
Please visit Member Services to sign up.
Program Registration Cost
CoRec Softball Trnmt. Now-April 2 $20/Team
Horseshoes Now-April 2 FREE
Golf Now—April 2 Greens Charge

Work With Aquatics

•Need A Job?—We need Summer Lifeguards! Pick up applica
tions in the Natatorium or in room 202. Please call Elizabeth 
at 862-4968 for more information.


