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David Cordon, a senior environmental design 
ijor, almost gave up rock climbing after his 
end nearly fell thousands of feet off a cliff. 
"The scariest thing that ever happened to me 

tot Gramm vials in Mexico,” Conlon said. “It was my first 
ie ever climbing outside, and my best friend 

Cuamm s ofc diwere on the cliffs thousands of feet up. We 
re repelling down on the same rope, with 
out 300 feet left to go. We miscommunicated

person were 
returned.
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he search comil all the way down. After that, I took a year 
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Conlon has returned to climbing and said he 

not stop any time soon.
An entire subculture has grown around the 

in the Student Recreation 
ter, but rock climbers’ interest 

not stop there. Many take 
if favorite activity outside to
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trse at the Rec Center.
“Indoor climbing is how most 
ipleget introduced,” Kurten said, 
hey’ll get oriented and climb the 

out of curiosity and then fall 
love with it. I learned to climb 
itway six years ago taking a class here at the Rec 
Enter], Then I went on an outdoor trip with 
MU Outdoors, and I was hooked.”
Kurten has since participated in or led TAMU 

itdoor trips to Enchanted Rock State Park and 
onterey, Mexico, where the cliffs reach up to 
300feet. He has also ice climbed in Colorado. 
Harry Miller, a senior recreation, parks and 
irism science major, began rock climbing as 
result of a crush.
I had a crush on a girl who worked at the 

«[Center],” Miller said. “So I dragged some 
Mds up here to take the class with me. That 
sever a year ago and now all I do is climb.

Most of the time I do bouldering. It focuses 
more on moves that are more powerful and a lot 
harder. Climbing is about endurance, but boul
dering is more strength.”

Kurten said bouldering is climbing without a 
rope to distances no greater than 30 feet. For 
protection, climbers place a row of crash pads at 
the base and have spotters who try to direct their 
fall onto the crash pads. However, accidents 
still happen.

“There was one guy we were spotting, 
and he was up about 15 feet and slipped and 
fell,” Miller said. “We weren’t paying 
attention when he fell, and we missed 
catching him. He went right through all 
our arms and then happened to fall 
between a space between two of the 
crash pads. He landed flat on his 

back. He was all 
right, but there was 
this big dent in the 
ground.”

Despite acci
dents, climbers 
frequently 
return to climb
ing and the 
thrills it offers.

“I’ve had a 
lot of good 

times (includ-
-----------------------  ing) trouble
with cops, climbing the out
sides of buildings on campus or 
leaving ‘artifacts’ on roofs. I’ll 
keep (rockclimbing) as long as my body 
lets me. That’s my mantra.”

“My girlfriend now is into it as well,” 
Conlon said. “She had always been interest
ed. Her dad used to climb, and when she 
found out I was into it she gave it a shot. 
When I’m older I’m sure climbing will also 
be a family activity.”

The Rec Center will host an internation
al competition April 13 and weeknight 
classes are offered for beginners.

— David Conlon 
senior environmental 

design major
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« NOW OPEN *
Accepting Aggie Bucks!

Mon - Sat 10:30am-10:30pm WELCOME 
&6S.- Sun I I am-9pm AGS!!

THIS COUPON GOOD FOR

$l.00 OFF ANY SUBj
I per customer per visit. >

\jOHer good at our Northgate and Bryan location. Expires 03.3 1.02

Visit our other location across from the Bryan Walmart

can

INFO

Jewelers ♦ Gemologists

522 University Drive E • Between The Suit Club and Audio-Video • 764-8786

GRADUATES:

Who’s
framing your 

diploma?
Framed the day you 

graduate!

Choose an option:

1. Online at gradnation.tamu.edu 
(click on diplomas & framing)

2. Visit University Plus in the 
basement of the MSC (near 
Hullabaloo food court)

3. By phone, call (979) 845-1631

^Friday evening grads - diploma ready Saturday


