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“The Astonishing Hypothesis”
Francis Crick-DNA pioneer and Nobel Laureate from 
The Salk Institute.
Since joining The Salk Institute. Dr. Crick's work has been entirely the­
oretical. He hopes to bring together the molecular and cellular 
aspects of neurons, the observations of neuroanatomy and neuro­
physiology. and the behavior of organisms as studied by psycholo­
gists. His work has been mainly in neurobiology, and especially in the 
visual system of mammals. He has also written on the neural basis of 
attention. REM sleep, and the visual system of awareness. His current 
research is focused on discovering the neural correlate of conscious­
ness. The Astonishing Hypothesis is that human consciousness, 
indeed the human soul, can be explained solely on the basis of molec­
ular biology. (Video presentation prepared for Trotter Award.)

“The Convergence of Science and Religion”
Charles Townes-Father of the laser and Nobel Laureate 
from Cal-Berkeley.
Since joining Cal-Berkeley. Dr. Townes' work has focused on astrophysics. 
He notes that at times it has appeared that science and religion seemed to 
clash. But. science, an attempt to understand how our universe works, and 
religion, an attempt to understand its meaning and purpose, are closely 
related. Though they can appear very different there is much parallelism, 
both being based on human abilities to understand using postulates or faith, 
intuition and inspiration, experimentation or observations, and logic or rea­
son. And there remain mysteries. Some basic ideas In both have undergone 
changes In recent years and modern science is exploring marry aspects of 
our universe which are strongly related to religious views and generating 
increasingly useful discussions between the (wo. (To appear In person.)
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Toni Comi, a Virginia-based entrepreneur vvho 
is one of the two creators of Holly wood Pulse.coni, 
is waiting for his first lawsuit.

His site posts satirical news articles about cur­
rent news in entertainment.

‘“We're still waiting for our first lawsuit 
because it would be great publicity," Comi said. 
“Tom Cruise has been pretty liti­
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split, the judge awarded him the male porno­
graphic collection. We thought that was our tick­
et to the big time, but we still haven’t heard from
Cruise's lawyer.”

Other misinterpretations, despite the site's 
legal page insisting its status as a satirical publica­
tion. include multiple chatroom discussions of a 
recent article about Charlie Sheen.

“When Sheen married Denise Richards recent­
ly, their prenuptial agreement included a clause 
that said Sheen would have to pay her $4 million 
if he cheated on her.” Comi said. “We're not mak­
ing that up. That's real life, but we ran an article 
saying that Richards’ mother is offering $1 million 
to the first woman that can successfully seduce 
Sheen so that Denise will divorce him.”

Comi and his colleague Ray Richmond started 
the Website a year ago as something their families 
and friends could visit for a laugh.

“Ray and 1 were talking one day about how 
there was a void on the Internet of sites that par­
ody Hollywood and the entertainment world,” 
Comi said. “A year later we are getting 3,000 
unique visitors and 10,000 hits a day."

That kind of success has not come without its 
fair share of work.

“First we had to pay a graphic artist to design 
the logo and the site,” Comi said. “Then we regis­
tered the site with the major search engines and 
told everyone we knew about it.”

Comi and Richmond write the articles for 
their Website.

“It's tough sometimes to come up with 
funny stuff for the site,” Comi said. “We find 
a real news item and then try to think of a
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Ashcroft performs 
gospel tune for 650 
people

ASHCROFT

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) - Attorney 
General John Ashcroft observed 
the 10th anniversary of a local the­

ological seminary Saturday night by singing a rous­
ing rendition of "Let the Eagles Soar," a gospel
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Ashcroft told 650 people at the charges h 
Conwell Theological Seminary dinnet : Rjcjiarcj, 
penned the gospel tune after watchinf pj 
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his farm near Springfield, Mo.
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MSC Hospitality’s

(Etiquette (Dinners
(February 25tfi 5:30-7pm MSC 225. Includes reception etiquette and dessert in 
Forsyth Galleries following dinner
February 28tfi 5:30-7pm Clayton W. Williams Jr. Alumni Center Lecture Hall B

business casual dress 
tickets; $10.00 at Rudder Box Office starting Mon. Feb 18th

Persons with disabilities call 845-1515 to inform us of your special needs. We request notification 
3 working days prior to the event to enable us to assist you to the best of our abilities.
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