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The music style has 
evolved through the years 
and is still changing today
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From Elvis Presley to 
itney Spears, pop music has 

making people dance and 
| constantly stuck in the minds 

Americans.
__The popular music genre is 
I nacterized by its accessibility 
I 1 familiarity. Pop songs gener- 

y feature dance rhythms. 
J nericlyrics, repeated rift's and a 
I ong emphasis on a distinctive, 

:hy melody or hook.
J>0p music emerged in the 

I wed States in the early 1950s 
I ththe birth of rock 'rT roll. In 

:mid 1950s, the popularity of 
liohits like Bill Haley and His 
lets’ “Rock Around the 

moved rock music into 
H mainstream. Elvis Presley 
I came the first American rock 

ind the Beach Boys formed 
of the first popular boy 
s. However, in the late 

the prevalence of popular 
music began to decline and 

wave of camera-friendly teen 
ils began to dominate the 
iic scene. This- rise of palpa- 
pop music catered to the 

tes of white middle-class 
lagers who craved a 

of entertainment.
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Today, pop music is identified 
by teen artists such as Britney 
Spears and ‘NSync, yet it encom
passes an enormous variety of 
different styles of music.

Lee Austin, a disc jockey at 
radio station 93.7 in Houston, said 
today’s music contains a healthy 
mix of many different genres.

“Pop today is an amalgam of 
many different formats,” Austin 
said. “A radio station can play an 
artist like Staind and go right into 
Britney Spears. You have rap, 
R&B, hip-hop and rock all occu
pying pop music, resulting in 
more diversity on the charts than 
there has ever been.”

While pop music today is 
diverse, some people argue that it 
lacks depth and sincerity.

“Pop music is very generic,” 
said Jeff Cassidy, a sophomore 
business major. “You just take 
a catchy base rhythm and add 
some uncreative country lyrics 
and there is your next million- 
dollar single.”

Austin said pop music has not 
always been perceived as pack
aged and shallow as it is today.

“Pop today (compared to 
pop in the past 50 years) is 
much more formulated; it 
emphasizes style over sub
stance,” Austin said.

Recent studies suggest that the 
average American youth spends 
four to five hours per day listen
ing to music. Music is believed to 
influence anything from a per
son’s grades to a teenager’s per
ception of sex and violence.

The controversy of explicit

content in music and its affect 
on the listener arrived with the 
sexuality of Elvis in the 1950s 
and the was stirred by protest 
music of the 1970s. While 
some aspects of popular music 
may be controversial, it 
remains an outlet of expression 
and growth for many people.

Many music critics seem to 
feel the current teeny-bopper 
trend is ending. Lagging concert 
attendance and an older, more 
sophisticated fanbase seems to 
indicate that a new type of pop 
may be emerging.

Ross Huchinson, a junior bio
logical systems major, said it is 
about time for a change in pop.

“I think the pop music of 
today is catchy for the time 
being, but as the teenagers grow 
up, they don’t want to listen to 
the same stuff,” Hutchinson 
said. “There is a constant recy
cling of popular tastes, and I 
think the Backstreet Boys have 
just about run their course.”

Travis Lyons, a writer and TV 
producer, said the attitude sur
rounding the recent tragedy of 
Sept. 11 of self realization and 
peace will dominate the music 
scene for the next few years.

“The recent world events will 
cause artists to reflect on them
selves and our day-to-day exis
tential concerns resulting in a 
more heartfelt and individualistic 
sound, reminiscent of the rock 
and folk music of the late ’60s 
and early ’70s,” Lyons said.
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• FREE Caller ID $399S $599S
Enjoy clear digital calling from Verizon Wireless.

Wireless, Inc
979-693-8888 veriyon wireless

2230 Texas Ave. S. In College Station Authorized Agent
just past Outback Steakhouse in the Fuddrucker's Shopping Center

W.A.C., Contract, early termination fee & some conditions apply. See stores for details. Offer ends 10-31-01.

ride
me!

Finally, a significant other who lives to take you places.
The Retro, lightweight alloy rims, brake levers and linear pull brakes, riser bar, 
quick release seat. Guaranteed for life frame. $99 Get one at madwagon.com 

or call 1 -866-MADWAGON.
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Heading for a Wedding?
Compass College Ministries would like to invite 

all engaged couples and those just thinking about 
getting engaged to join us for a 6-week seminar 

on how to build a lasting marriage.
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Monday evenings beginning October 15th 
Rudder Tower Room 302, 7:00 pm 

Sign up by October 12th 
$75 per couple

For registration information please call 779-2434

Seminar Notebook
Registration Includes:

PREPARE Evaluation & Reading • Marriage Enrichment Material Q)

Racism & Sexism on College Campuses
Monday, Oct 8th, 1-2 pm 326 Academic Bldg.

Dr. Joe Feagin, Sociology Professor, University of Florida, is an internationally known sociologist 
whose areas of research include race, ethnic and gender relations, and urban political economy. He 
has published over 22 books and over 200 articles. Most recently, he published Racist America

Speak Out Against Hate 
Lecture Series

Racism and the Coming White Minority
Monday, Oct 8th 7-8:15 pm Rudder 504

Sponsored by Women’s Studies Program, Women's Center, Gender Issues Education Services, Race and Ethnic Studies 
Institute, Colleges of Liberal Arts and Education, Just Peace Institute, NAACP, Friends Congregational Church, St. Tho
mas Episcopal Church, Center for Humanities Research, PFLAG, & ALLIES. For more info call 845-7994

Coming Out Week October 7-14
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Bethel Temple Assembly of God
2608 Villa Maria,

Bryan
776-4835

Sunday Worship 10:15, 6:00 pm 
Sunday School 9:00 

www.startel.net/bethel

‘Baptist

Fellowship Free Will 
Baptist Church 

College & Career Class
You are invited to a Bible 

study especially for students. 
Sunday mornings at 9:45

1228 W. Villa Maria 
779-2297

For more information contact 
Marcus Brewer: 731-1890 

m-brewer@tamu.edu 
httpy/www.fellowshiofwb.oro

Cathode

St. Mary’s 
Catholic Center

603 Church Avenue in Northgate 
(979)846-5717 

www.aaqiecatholic.org
Pastoral Team

Rev. Michael J. Sis, Pastor 
Rev. Keith Koehl, Associate Pastor 

Campus Ministers - Deacon Bill 
Scott, Deacon David Reed, Martha 
Tonn, Maureen Murray, Dawn Rouen 

Daily Masses
Mon.-Fri.: 5:30 p.m. in the Church 

Tues. & Thurs.: 12:05 noon 
in the All Faiths’ Chapel 

Sat.: 10:30 a.m. (Korean) 
Weekend Masses 

Sat: 5:30 p.m. (English), 7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sun.: 9:00,11:00 am., 5:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 

Confessions
Wed. 8:30-9:30 p.m., Sat. 4:00-5:15 p.m. 

or by appointment.

‘Episcopal

St. Thomas Episcopal
906 George Bush Dr. • College Station, TX 

696-1726
Summer services - 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. Evensong
Next door to Canterbury House,

the Episopal Student Center

To advertise on this 
page call
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today!

845-2696
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Community
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^4 Sundays 
IT 10:00am
| @The Hilton

| Small Groups 
^ meet weekly
A 260-1163

WWW.COMCHURCH.COM

BentecostaC

Cornerstone Church
• Mid Week Small Group Meetings
• Sunday Service at 4:30pm on George Bush, 
just across from campus at the
College Station Conference Center.

485-8744

BresByterian

Covenant Presbyterian 
Church

“A welcoming community of faith who reaches out, 
cares for one another 

& proclaims the love of Jesus Christ to all”

220 Rock Prarie Road
(979) 694-7700 

G. Thomas Huser 
- Minister

Sunday Service: 8:30 & 11 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Aggie Classes: 9:45 
fax: (979) 696-4334 

www.covenantpresbyterian.org

‘United Methodist

A&M United Methodist
417 University Dr. (on Northgate) • 846-8731

Church at 8:30, 9:45, 10:50 
College Sunday School 9:30 & 10:45 

Sr. Pastor Dr. Jerry Neff 
am-umc.org
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^_____

I Helping Aggies grow in faith

New Fall Hours: 1 ij
1 Worship 8:30, 11:00 a.m.
■ Church School 9:30
■ Fellowship on the Patio 10:30
^ 1100 Carter Creek Parkway 

www.fpcbryan.org
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