
National 
crisis and 
confusion

“Today, our nation saw evil. 
These acts shattered steel, but 
they cannot dent the steel of 

American resolve. We will make 
no distinction between the 

terrorists who committed these 
acts and those who harbor them.”

— President George W. Bush A third hijacked jetliner crashed into the Pentagon late 
Tuesday morning. Part of the building was closed tem
porarily, but the military nerve center remained operational.

New Yorkers flee debris and choking clouds of dust and 
soot as the World Trade Center Towers collapse after 
being hit by two hijacked jetliners.

Southern Manhattan was shut down Tues&jdents gat 
of the city was bombarded by dust and s' those afft 
from the World Trade Center buildings ishmgton.
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terrorist threats, actioi
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and any country that harbors the 
Bush spoke from the O 

Office just hours after bounci 
between Florida and air bases 
Louisiana and Nebraska for se< 
rity reasons. Fighter jets a 
decoy helicopters accompam 
his evening flight to Washing!! 
DC., and the While Hou 
where his Marine One helicop 
briefly stood vigil on the Soi 
Lawn in the event of anotl
evacuation, t he helicopter took 
off about 10 p.m. EDT.

With smoke still pouring out 
of rubble in Washington and New 
York. Bush declared, “These acts 
shattered steel, but they cannot 
dent the steel of American 
resolve.”

He spoke for less than five 
minutes from the desk that Bill 
Clinton and John F. Kennedy 
used before him. Beside the door, 
a TelePrompTer operator fed
Bush the words that he and his 
speech writers hastened to pen 
just an hour earlier.

He stumbled a couple of times 
even as he strove to maintain a 
commanding air. Aides pushed an 
American flag and one with the 
presidential seal behind him for the 
somber occasion.

immediately afterward. Bush 
joined a late-night meeting of his 
National Security Council and 
planned to remain overnight at the 
White House.

Bush said the government 
offices deserted after the bomb
ings Tuesday would open on 
Wednesday.

He asked the nation to pray for 
the families of the victims and 
quoted the Book of Psalms, “And 1 
pray they will be comforted by a 
power greater than any of us spo
ken through the ages in Psalm 23. 
‘Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 1 
fear no evil for you are with me.’ ’’

The United States received no 
warning of the attacks on the 
Pentagon and New York’s World 
Trade Center Towers, said White 
House press secretary Ari Fleischer.

U.S. officials privately said they 
suspected terrorist Osama bin 
Laden, protected by Afghan gov
ernment, was behind the tragedies. 
The Afghan government has reject
ed the accusations.

“We will make no distinction 
between the terrorists who com
mitted these acts and those who 
harbor them,” Bush said.

“Today, our fellow citizens, our 
way of life, our very freedom, came 
under attack in a series of deliber
ate and deadly terrorist acts.

“Thousands of lives were sud
denly ended by evil, despicable 
acts of terror,” Bush said.
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House at dusk. Bush a 
sensitive to any appetf 
was not at the helm.
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the White House, but 
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9:18 a.m. ET

FAA shuts down NYC 
airports, all NYC 

bridges and tunnels 
close soon after

Second plane crashes 
into South World Trade 

Center building

9:45 a.m. ET
Aircraft crashes 

into Pentagon

9:20 a.m. ET
Bush denounces 

"apparent terrorist 
attack"

10:05 a.m. ET

10 a.m. ET
South tower of 

World Trade 
Center collapses

White House 
evacuated

10:10 a.m. ET
Portion of the 

Pentagon collapses
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