
Flea Market
Jockey Lot

Open Year Round
Saturday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Jewelry - Boots & Shoes - New Tools - Music - Hats

40 - 50 Garage Sale Booths Each Weekend
with furniture, appliances, etc.

Barbeque - Snack Bar - Free Parking 
(979) 690-6353

Located 1 mile south of the Texas World Speedway 
Hwy 6 in College Station
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China opens port to U.S. Natedne Au

Financial Workshop for

ndividual
nvestors

A 4 week course is being offered to assist 
individuals in setting financial and investment 
goals. This class also will provide a summary 
of the most common investments used by 
individuals in reaching their objectives.
Classes meet one night per week. Learn about:

• Tax-free Investments
• Tax-deferred Annuities
• Planning for College Costs
• Retirement Planning

Dates:
Time:
Place:

Each Monday, Sept. 10 - Oct. I 
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Brazos Center • 3232 Briarcrest, Bryan

Call 979-693-0709 to reserve a seat. 
Seating is limited and will be handled on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Brian Cobb
3002 Texas Ave. S., Suite 105 
College Station. TX 77845 
Bus 979-693-0709 
Toll Free 888-693-1 103 
www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

HONG KONG (AP) — In the largest 
American port call since a spy plane crisis 
soured U.S.-Chinese relations, thousands 
of sailors came to Hong Kong aboard 
seven warships Monday — to the relief of 
merchants whose businesses have been 
hurt by the chill.

Beijing barred U.S. port calls following 
NATO’s bombing of the Chinese Embassy 
in Belgrade in 1999 and again after the 
U.S. spy plane collided with a Chinese 
fighter jet in April, killing the Chinese 
pilot and causing a major U.S.-Chinese 
standoff.

Last week, China barred another U.S. 
Navy spy plane, a P-3C Orion patrol 
plane, from landing in Hong Kong on a 
training mission. Beijing gave no reason 
for the refusal.

The arrival of the aircraft carrier USS 
Constellation was good news for mer
chants who depend on military visits for a 
substantial portion of their profits. Since 
the April plane collision, the only U.S. 
port call allowed by Beijing was in July by 
two small anti-mine ships.

Hong Kong has long been a favored 
port of call for the U.S. military but 
Beijing’s approval has been required since 
July 1, 1997, when Britain handed this

former colony back to China.
The Constellation arrived right after it 

staged an unusually large-scale exercise 
with another carrier, the USS Carl Vinson, 
in the South China Sea on Friday.

The maneuver stirred a controversy 
here as one defense analyst said it was 
intended to warn Beijing that Washington 
is keeping close watch on the Taiwan 
Strait.

The commander of the naval battle 
group that includes the Constellation, 
Adm. Terrance Etnyre, sought to play 
down the significance, saying the naval 
maneuvers had been planned far ahead of 
time.

“I’m not sure that there’s a big diplo
matic message drama,” Etnyre responded 
to questions from reporters on a press tour 
of the ship. “I’m a sailor, so you’ll have to 
leave the diplomatic messages to the 
American consulate and the ambassador 
here in China.”

Some of the 6,500 sailors on board the 
Constellation and six other ships came on 
shore in the afternoon. The port call ends 
Saturday.

Petty officers Josh Tomlin, 19, of 
Jackson, Tenn., and Richard See, 23, of 
San Diego, Calif., were among a group of

straighiB
I

Thousands laid off in Mexic
TIJUANA, Mexico (AP) — 

Owners of foreign-owned fac
tories who once flocked to the 
Mexican border to take advan
tage of its cheap labor are lay
ing off tens of thousands of 
people in the wake of a U.S. 
slowdown.

After years of strong eco
nomic growth and a booming 
job market spurred by the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement, Mexico’s dynamic

industrial region is sputtering.
On a scruffy hill dotted 

with shacks, 50-year-old Jose 
Luis Cuadras struggles to eke 
out a living after losing his 
job sewing U.S. baseball hats 
at a maquiladora, one of the 
thousands of assembly plants 
that have characterized 
Mexico’s border with *the 
United States.

He now works at a stand 
that sells garage doors discard

ed by Californians. Carted 
across the border, the doors are 
used by impoverished Tijuana 
residents as walls for their 
homes. Cuadras now makes 
about $5 a day, about half of 
what he earned at the 
maquiladora. The lanky man 
moved into a garage-door 
home after not being able to 
pay his rent on an apartment.

“You do what you can to 
get by,” he said.
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The Oldest Bank in Texas Is Planning For Your Future

HgId Planning
For Your Future?
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“I’ve been to everywhere elsej 
here,” See said. “I want to dosooil 
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Shopping for silk and electron 
on the agenda for Tomlin.
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Ask Your Financial Aid Advisor about Student 
Lending at The First National Bank.

The First National Bank of Brvan Offers:
• Quick Turn Around
• Expert Customer Service (located in Texas)
• PLUS Loan Pre-approval
• Discount Programs

• Repayment Incentives
• Interest Rate Reductions
• Flexible Repayment Options

• Lender ID #821359

We also offer Free Checking!
• No Minimum Balance Requirement
• Unlimited Check Writing
• No Monthly Maintenance Fees
• No Per Item Charges
• Free Use of First National’s ATMs
• Free VISA Check Card

BRYAN/COLLEQE STATION
(Fj/iar
lent I-oaa Program 56

The First National Bank has 5 convenient
bank locations and 8 ATMs in Bryan/College Station.

For more information, please call Melinda 
Arredondo at (979) 821-1168,

Jim Carroll at (.979) 821-1167, or visit our 
website at www.fnb-bcs.com.

We work to make student loans a reality!
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