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Integration slow in Vidor News in Brief

VIDOR (AP) — Clarence Russell does 
not feel comfortable going out at night, 
leaving home without a hat or speaking in 
public.

“Sometimes I feel like I am in the camp 
of the enemy,” said Russell, 37. “I have to be 
careful and go undetected. I’m not an ideal
ist. I’m a black person, and there are certain 
boundaries I cannot cross.”

Russell is one of only eight black people 
who identified Vidor — population 11,440, 
including 11,135 whites — as their home
town in the 2000 census.

But that is eight more than 10 years ago 
in this southeastern "Texas city that gained a 
reputation as a Ku Klux Klan stronghold 
during a desegregation dispute in the 1990s.

Vidor is a working-class community 
straddling Interstate 10 about 10 miles out
side of Beaumont. It is surrounded by chem
ical plants and refineries, which employ 
many of the area’s residents.

Vidor became part of a class-action law
suit filed in the 1980s alleged that blacks in 
36 East Texas counties were denied public 
housing because of their race.

Attempts to integrate Vidor’s public 
housing in the early 1990s failed after the 
blacks who volunteered to move in fled, say
ing the racial hatred was unbearable. They 
complained of racial slurs, Klansmen show
ing up on their doorsteps, KKK threats to 
burn down the complex, youths running 
through the complex wearing sheets and 
threats of beatings and lynchings.

Klansmen handed out racist literature, 
toured the housing complex in buses and 
full KKK regalia, held rallies and raised 
money to “Keep Vidor White.”

Some other East Texas communities ig
nored the 1993 federal order demanding in
tegration. But it was Vidor that became the 
focal point of the KKK.

Today, only a few black people have

moved to Vidor, while integration of the 
housing complex remains under litigation.

Still, many residents say they are eager for 
the city to shed its image as a hotbed of racial 
intolerance.

“I diink we realized letting people be peo
ple and accepting them for who they are was 
simply the right thing to do,” said Mayor Joe 
Hopkins. “We are certainly trying to make 
sure everyone knows that anyone who wants 
to live here is welcome here.”

Far southeasterm Texas is home to 
116,491 black residents, or about 22 percent 
of the seven-county area’s population of 
531,951. In Beaumont, blacks and whites 
each represent 46 percent of the population.

But Vidor is similar to a number of oth
er southeastern Texas towns that are prac
tically all white. Vidor, Lumberton and 
Mauriceville all had fewer than 10 black 
residents. Deweyville, with 1,190 people, 
had none.

Florida boy bitten 
by shark suffers 
new complications

PENSACOLA (AP) — An 8- 
year-old boy whose right arm 
was torn off by a shark suf
fered internal bleeding Mon
day, complicating his recov
ery, doctors said.

|esse Arbogast, whose arm 
was reattached after being 
bitten off by a 7-foot bull 
shark July 6, was immediate
ly treated for the lower gas
trointestinal bleeding, said Dr. 
Rob Patterson of Sacred Heart 
Children's Hospital.

The boy, from Ocean 
Springs, Miss., remains in 
critical condition and in a 
light coma. Doctors say he 
may not have suffered brain 
damage as initially feared.
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DINE IN/CARRY-OUT 
979-779-BQUE (2783) I
506 Sulphur Springs

I block behind Bryan Long John Silver |
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I Free
or
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| & Walk-ins Welcome

Monday - Friday 
9 am - 8 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 7 pm

3BC Mi

1919 S. Texas Ave. 
College Station, TX 77840 

(979) 696-7250
(across from El Chico)^

I STUDENT SPECIAL!
Golf Course

i i
j Present your student I.D. and receive j 
j a GrCCnfCG and cart for just $14.75. j

, This offer is good after 3:00 p.m. on 
| Monday thru Thursday.

I Student rates available 
I on weekends after 10:00 a.m.
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American Golf Corporation®
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AM! Defensive Driving I
Lot-of-fcin, Lacigh-a-lot

Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 
M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.), 

Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 
or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)

Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 
111 Univ. Dr., Ste. 217 846-6117

(In Hank of America. Next to Black Eyed Pea.)
Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.
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•Convenient Saturday classes 
•State-approved for ticket dismissal/insurance reductw 
•Taught by professional comic Bobby Bemshausen fO 
•Aggie Owned and Operated •Held at 4.0&Go Tutoring 

•www.grinandtakeit.com
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I
FREE CHIP & DRINK!

w/purehase of any sandwich

I

-The Ultimate Hangout-
907-A Harvey Rd. (Next to the TAP) 

7 am - 1 am 
Seven Days a Week
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| Present coupon before (ordering Expires 07/31/01 f
2416 Texas Ave. S • College Station 

696-DELI Fax: 693-6606
Hours: 10 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Mon.-Sat. Delivery available. $20 minimum ”
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l
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3 FREE TANS CarDoc
PLANET BEACH

I
Experience the experienced, not the 
experiment of automotive service.
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1800 S. Texas Ave., Suite D 
(Next to Harvey Washbangers) 

College Station

979-694-1103

I I 4 Tire Balance 
& Rotation

$12.M
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• a/c in all beds 
am/fm CD Stereo

First time guests only.
Must present coupon @ I *’ visit. 
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Dr. Mark Lindsay
EAST 29th STREET OPTICAL
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J any pair of prescription glasses
with this coupon ■

jFdCUS'ON VALUE!;
i Buy I pair of regular prescription glasses | 

get 25% off fashion sunglasses
with this coupon |
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REVO Brooks Brothers Anne Klein

2725 East 29th Street, Bryan 
979-776-2020

Come and Get It!
Enjoy some Real Texas Bar-B-Q

25% OFF
When you present this ad

504 Harvey Road 
696-7383

Valid until August 31,2001 • Rudy’s accepts the Aggie Card
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