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[ In a town of 40 some odd thousand col
lege students and an even less proportion
ate few of dating prospects, is it really pos- 
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“It is sad to see so many young and 
promising college students turn to an en
gagement in a belief that it is genuine love 
before they even have a chance to get their 
feet wet. I have had a couple of friends ‘go 

.down’and it ended in divorce. Plus, if all 
these women are getting engaged, that is 
less for me to pick from when L graduate.”
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Glaring hypocrisy
U.S. execution of Germans violates human rights

THE BATTALION

T
he United 
States has 
long sought 
to assert itself as 

an international 
power and “a 
lighthouse of 
freedom” that 
the rest of the 
world could look to for protection, 
as well as an example of how gov
ernment should work and justice 
should be served.

However, the myth that the 
United States truly offers any of 
these things to the rest of the world 
was dispelled yesterday when the 
International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), the judicial arm of the Unit
ed Nations, ruled that the U.S. 
government violated the civil and 
human rights of two German citi
zens it executed in 1999.

CNN reports that Karl La- 
Grand and his brother Walter La- 
Grand were executed after being 
convicted for a botched bank rob
bery in which a bank manager was 
killed in 1982.

Karl LaGrand was executed on 
Feb. 24, 1999. His brother was exe
cuted March 3, 1999, the day after 
the International Court of Justice 
ordered the state of Arizona, in 
which the men were executed, to 
postpone the execution.

This is the real affront of the 
case. The United States feels the 
need to impose its will on other 
nations and to force other nations 
to respect U.S. laws, but America 
will not bow to the ruling of an in
ternational court. The United 
States was instrumental in the

mpm#

founding of the U.N., but it seems 
the United States all but ignores 
the organization except when it 
suits U.S. interests.

Granted, in this case, the U. S. 
government did apologize to Ger
many and promise to apprise its 
citizens of their rights in the future. 
But that does no good for the La- 
Grand brothers.

There would have been no harm 
if the Arizona courts had stayed the 
execution until after the issue could 
be resolved before the ICJ. After 
all, the LaGrands had already been 
imprisoned for 17 years, it seems 
that one more night could not have 
caused much more trouble.

The ICJ ordered Arizona courts

to postpone the execution because 
the ICJ justices believed the Ger
man citizens had been denied their 
right to due process.

They were never informed that 
as foreigners, they could receive le
gal advice from the German con
sulate. Under the Vienna Conven
tion on Human Rights, this is a 
violation of the accused prisoners’ 
civil rights.

The ICJ ruled that the United 
States broke the Convention and 
committed a human rights offense 
against the LaGrand brothers and 
the German people as a whole.

Despite foreign-born residents 
of this country not having the 
same access to legal representa

tion as those born here, it is despi
cable that the United States, of all ‘ 
nations, would so blatantly disre
gard the laws it helped write. The •> 
ICJ is meant to be a moral body. 
Since it has no power to unilater- . 
ally enforce its rulings, it depends 1 
on the honesty and goodwill of 
the United Nations’ members it 
serves.

The United States should be 
above such petty actions — how > ‘ 
can the rest of the world ever re- ' • 
spect a country that ignores the 
rules it helped foster when they be- ' . 
come inconvenient?

---------------------------------------------- ^ <
Jason Bennyhojf is ct. 

senior journalism major.'- \

Less confusion, please
Nation needs to take less ambiguous stance on drugs, including alcohoT

(U-WTRE) — The courts ordered me to go 
to a Mothers Against Drunk Driving meeting. 
But, I don’t drink and drive. About a year ago, I 
walked to a friend’s house and had beer. I was only
20 and, unfortunately, the police officer that asked 
me for my driver’s license could count that high. 
I had become a minor in possession of alcohol, not 
a drunken driver. But, I was ordered by the court 
to attend a A1ADD meeting.

“If you are over the age of 21, go ahead and 
have a good time,” one of the speakers said, “Just 
don’t get behind the wheel.”

It was a well-meaning phrase, but it tainted the 
otherwise extremely effective presentation.

I think everyone should attend a A1ADD meet
ing at least once, — but not everyone should 
drink.

Some people in that room had been convicted 
of drinking and driving for the second time. That 
sort of behavior is indicative of alcoholism. A per
son who has been pulled over twice while drunk 
should never use alcohol — ever.

It struck me as odd when I heard someone en
courage a room of drunken drivers to drink re
sponsibly — a feat of which the audience had 
proven most incapable.

To bring the arbitrary age of 21 into the equa
tion just makes things more confusing. There are 
some people under the age of 21 who drink re
sponsibly. And, there are people over the age of
21 who do not. It is a simple concept; some peo-
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pie can handle the responsible, recreational use of 
drugs, and some cannot.

But, when it comes to this country and drug 
policy, logic is never a factor. Things are always 
confusing. One of the reasons alcohol is such a 
problem is the circumstance surrounding its le
gality. Other drugs, some more harmful, some less 
harmful, are illegal — it is as if alcohol is some
how a better drug.

For this country to have a healthy attitude to
ward drugs, it must choose prohibition or legali
ty — not political ambiguity.

All drugs are bad. The question is whether we 
should treat drug addiction as a disease or a crime. 
Instead of making this decision, America has cho
sen to treat some drug addictions like a disease and 
some like a crime, and it has drawn these lines with 
politics, not logic.

When decisions of health are based in politics, 
unhealthy results will come to bear. When I 
walked into a huge auditorium full of convicted 
drunken drivers, the unhealthy results of our 
twisted logic were readily apparent.

Alcoholism is glorified in this country — so 
long as you are “over the age of 21Consumers 
of alcohol enjoy preferential treatment from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, which 
regulates the content of the drug.

Other narcotics are not protected in such a way 
and, as a result, often result in overdoses. Forest 
Gump’s famous phrase might be changed to

-;’*4

“Life’s like a needle full of heroin ... because, in T i
the politics of drug prohibition, you really never,-A 
know what you’re going to get.

In our paradoxical nation, marketing alcohol to 
children is, for all intents and purposes, accepted 
by society and, more importantly, the Federal 
Trade Commission. Yet, we tell our children not 
to drink. Beer ads that feature talking frogs and 
lizards do not miraculously float past the con
sciousness of those under the age of 21. The me
dia are no magic bullet, but the power of adver-- 
tising’s ubiquity is imquestionable.

When mom and dad drink beer at Super Bowl’ 
parties and at the same time, three wacky guys ut-* 
ter “whassup” to each other while downing Bud- 
weiser, we are sending mixed messages to minors. 
We might as well allow drug cartels to place ads' 
that feature witty, marijuana-smoking cats.

It is reprehensible that some drug addicts are 
treated like criminals.

But it is equally disturbing that some drug deal
ers are allowed to advertise on network television 
and attract children. All drugs should be legal and 
no drug should be advertised.

Until we adopt a healthier attitude toward ad-? 
diction in this country, programs like MADD will 
unfortunately be necessary.

Reed Albergotti 
The Daily Aztec 
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People are too easily 
offended by cartoons

In response to all the whining 
about the Uncartoonist, I'd like to say 
that I think he's great. He draws well 
and his cartoons are actually funny.

As far as his making fun of PITS, it 
is ridiculous to get angry about that. 
Our RTFS officers are generally obese, 
but more importantly, they are part of 
a corrupt system that exists solely to 
bilk the students out of more money. 
What's wrong with poking fun at 
that? Woufed people get mad if I 
poked fun at Hitler for being short?

And about the Corps cartoon. I'm 
in the Corps and it didn't offend me. 
There is a running joke among both 
non-regs and CTs about how brainless 
Corps fish can be. What's wrong with 
putting that joke down on paper?

The Uncartoonist is one of the few 
good things about our droll and er
ror-ridden student paper. I think the

Battalion should put him on the front 
page. ;;

Nick Nethery 
Class of '03
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