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THE BATTALION

Food companies look for bacteria killer:
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 

Prunes can kill E. coli bacteria in 
ground beef. Cinnamon will do 
the same thing in juice. Salt 
helps destroy a pathogen that 
contaminates chicken.

Prodded by lawsuits and gov
ernment regulations, the food 
industry is looking everywhere 
from kitchen cupboards to uni
versity laboratories for weapons 
against dangerous bacteria.

One of the most sophisticat
ed weapons being pitched to 
food scientists at their annual 
convention this week is a system 
that uses high pressure to de
stroy microbes. High-tech pack
aging that kills bacteria also is 
under development. At the Uni
versity of California-Davis,

lasers are under study as an an
timicrobial treatment.

“These products are respond
ing to a demand,” said Carol 
Tucker Foreman, director of the 
Consumer Federation of Amer
ica’s Food Policy Institute. 
“You’ve got to have a whole 
bunch of them because one 
thing will work well for one 
company, and others will work 
for other companies.”

Foreman cautioned that ad
ditives and treatments should 

become substitutes fornot
properly cleaning plants and 
food products.

Food companies are “trying 
to get as much information as 
possible” on new antimicrobial 
treatments, said Alice Johnson,

director of food safety pro
grams for the National Food 
Processors Association.

Lawsuits and food recalls for 
microbial contamination can be 
devastating to a company’s pub
lic image, if not its bottom line. 
Sara Lee Corp. last week plead
ed guilty to a misdemeanor and 
agreed to pay $4.4 million for 
selling tainted meat blamed for 
least 15 deaths in 1998.

About 76 million cases of 
food-borne illness are diag
nosed nationwide each year, re
sulting in 5,000 deaths and 
325,000 hospitalizations, ac
cording to the government.

The closest thing to a magic 
bullet that the industry has so far 
is irradiation, either with elec

tron beams or radioactive mate
rials. The government approved 
the use of irradiation on meat 
last year and is expected to de
cide soon whether to allow it for 
luncheon meats, hot dogs and 
other precooked meat products.

Irradiation equipment is ex
pensive and consumer accept
ance has been slow.

Sara Lee is now heating 
some of its meat products to kill 
Listeria monocytogenes, the bac
teria that caused the 1998 poi
sonings, Johnson said. Other 
meat companies are trying var
ious additives to kill listeria.

ConAgra Foods subsidiary 
Armour Swift-Ekrich got the 
Agriculture Department’s per
mission last year to use higher

amounts of a common meat fla
voring, sodium diacetate, to pre
vent listeria growth.

It remains to be seen whether 
prune growers will sell meat 
companies on their product. Ac
cording to a Kansas State Uni
versity study presented at the In
stitute of Food Technologists 
convention Monday, the equiv
alent of one tablespoon of prune 
puree per pound of hamburger 
can kill more than 90 percent of 
the E. coli. The secret is believed 
to lie in a couple of acids that 
prunes contain.

“Yes, it may have antimicro
bial properties, but 1 wouldn’t 
stop cooking the meat. The fla
vor is fine,” said Steve Kenney, a 
University of Georgia graduate

student who sampled oneof| 
prune burgers at the Calift 
Dried Plum Board’s booth,
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BBO BUFFET
DINE IN/CARRY-OUT

979-779-BQUE (2783)
506 Sulphur Springs

block behind Bryan Long John Silver

Buy 3 buffets

I
OR

ONE DOLLAR OFF
BUPPY’S BBQ BUFFET

I

PRO-NAILS
NOW ACCEPTING 

AGGIE BUCKS!
OFFER GOOD AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. 

We Carry OP! Polishes
SPECIALS

{ MANICURE 
- & PEDICURE
I $

REFILL

23.00 i $10.00
JACUZZI 

SPA PEDICURE

*20.00
Appc.

| & Walk-ins Welcome

Monday - Friday 
9 am - 8 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 7 pm

«L*W

FULL SET t

*20.00 \
w/couponc

1919 S. Texas Ave. ■ 
College Station, TX 77840 ■ 

(979) 696-7250 I
(across from El Chico)

STUDENT SPECIAL! i

Golf Course
Present your student I.D. and receive 
a Greenfee and cart for just $14.75. I

Week of July 4th Spectacular!
Discounted greenfees & carts. Call for other discounts. •

This offer is good after 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday thru Thursday.

Student rates available 
on weekends after 10:00 a.m.

I

American Golf Corporation*
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AAA i Defensive Driving
Lot-of-fun, Laugh-a-lot

Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. 
M.-Tu. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.) or W.-Th. (6 p.m.-9 p.m.), 

Fri. (6 p.m.-8 p.m.) & Sat. (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 
or Sat. (8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)

Lowest price allowed by law. $25 Cash 
111 Univ. Dr., Ste. 217 846-6117

(In Bank of America. Next to Black Eyed Pea.)
Walk-ins welcome. Arrive 30 minutes early.

I

AME*

-TAYlE

Defensive 
Driving 
with a 

Punch (Line)!
DEFENSIVE DRIVING ... COMEDY STYLE

(Only $25 with Coupon)
USA toioeng Co. Inc. CW28

•Convenient Saturday classes 
•State-approved for ticket dismissal/insurance reduction 

•Taught by professional comic Bobby Bemshausen '90 
•Aggie Owned and Operated»Held at 4.0&Go Tutoring 

•www.grinandtakeit.com

CP 017, C 0017 To register, call 778-GRIN (778-4746)

Freshly made 
Sandwiches, 

Soups & Desserts

Magnolia Monograms
979-696-6632

Sheriff
officer'

I

I

FREE CHIP & DRINK!
w/purehase of any sandwich I

Present coupon before ordering Expires 07/31/01
2416 Texas Ave. S • College Station 

696-DELI Fax: 693-6606
Hours: 10 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Mon.-Sat. Delivery available. $20 minimum

I I

llOT® 
GHf’

mi

Embroidery, 
Screen Printing, 

Lettering, 
Numbers, 
T-Shirts, 
jackets, 

Uniforms, 
Caps & More

i 1808-A Brothers Blvd. College Station (Located Behind Wal-Mart)
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*ASK ABOUT OUR FISH CAMP SPECIAL!**

. n

3 FREE TANS
PLANET BEACH

^AC*'

1800 S. Texas Ave., Suite D 
(Next to Harvey Washbangers) 

College Station
979-694-1103
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& Rotation or Drvlo+«/MJnotataxH

$12.86

CarDoc
Experience the experienced, not the 
experiment of automotive service.

and Rotation
w/ wheel alignment

• a/c In all beds 
• am/fm CD Stereo

First time guests only. 
Must present coupon @ 1" visit. . 

Now accepting Aggie Bucks, j 
Expires 08/07/0i *

____  ___  __________________f

/

L

204 A Harvey Rd. 
College Station 693-8575

iwbuck3912 @aol. com

Woodstone Wash Haus i
“The Best Little Wash Haus in Texas!" I

• Coin Operated Washers & Dryers 
• Wash, Dry and Fold Service 

Attendant on Duty • TV, Snacks, Games 
* 10C lb. off Wash, Dry and Fold Service

i

Weekdays 8 a.m. - 1 2 midnight 
Weekends 7 a.m. - 12 midnight

91 3 F Harvey Rd. • College Station
(Behind Double Dave’s)

696-0909

Come and Get It!
Enjoy some Real Texas Bar-B-Q

25% OFF
tm

When you present this ad

504 Harvey Road 
696-7383

Valid until August 31, 2001 • Rudy’s accepts the Aggie Card

http://www.grinandtakeit.com

