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and the Verzis’ actions crossed 
that line. If it is illegal to toss 
one’s child in a Dumpster soon 
after birth or to leave an infant 
in a hot car until it dies, then it 
should also be illegal to know
ingly and deliberately do less 

‘than is necessary to safely give 
birth to one’s child.

Whatever Ms. Cryns did 
wrong, the parents also did 
wrong. If anyone must be pros
ecuted in this unfortunate case,

Neglecting to give 
one's child neces

sary medical treat
ment should be the 
most criminal type 

of child neglect

then the Verzis should be 
charged as accessories or with 
parental neglect.

The Verzis consistently sup
ported Ms. Cyrns during her 
trial, testifying they knew the 
risks of having the child at 
home.

According to The New. York 
Times, even other midwives 
have indicated they do not ap
prove of Cryns’ handling of the 
birth: “Some disapprove of her 
trying a feet-first birth, called a 
breech birth, at home to begin 
with; others say that at the v&ry 
least, she should have had med
ical back-up and emergency

supplies like oxygen on hand.” 
In addition, Ms. Cryns was un
der a cease and desist order 
from the state of Illinois for 
practicing without a license.

If two people care enough to 
give birth to a child, they 
should care enough to do it 
safely. It is questionable to at
tempt a breech birth at home; 
it is inexcusable to take the 
risks chanced by the Verzis.

Prosecutors said that Cryns 
took too long to respond dur
ing the actual birthing process, 
not showing concern until 40 
minutes after the baby’s foot, 
and nothing else, appeared.

In addition, Cryns was ac
cused of waiting too long — 12 
minutes after die baby was born 
— to call 911. This was an obvi
ous mistake on Cryns’ part. 
However, what about the par
ents? Mr. Verzi was present, tap
ing die birth. At some point in 
time, one would diink he would 
have called the hospital himself.

A child died that might not 
have if it had been given proper 
medical care. Neglecting to 
give one’s child necessary med
ical treatment should be the 
most criminal type of child 
neglect. This neglect did not 
cause the child mental anguish 
or minor physical problems — 
it denied an infant of any sort 
of life at all.
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It's our decision
Europe should stop criticizing death penalty
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The Washington Post noted that Spain is 
“a country still haunted by thousands of 
summary executions carried out during the 
36-year dictatorship of Generalissimo 
Fransisco Franco,” and no report needs to 
acknowledge the humiliation felt by Ger
many and Italy over the acts of their two 
fascist dictators.

This nation, however, does not execute 
their political prisoners by the score; it fol
lows a set of laws set forth in our Constitu
tion. It is wrong for Europeans to attempt 
to deflect their guilt onto the actions of an
other sovereign state.

Still, people try. During a Fox News in
terview, Irish journalist Carol Coleman 
condemned McVeigh’s execution, claiming 
“there are other ways to deal with it. Civi
lized countries should move beyond the 
death penalty.”

The irony here is deep. Ms.Coleman 
comes from a country whose population 
has supported a terrorist organization, the 
Irish Republican Army, which has slaugh
tered Catholic and Protestant alike in 
Northern Ireland and England for 85 years, 
but feels perfectly justified to criticize 
Americans for following through on a sen
tence imposed on the ultimate terrorist?

Fox responded by showing pictures of 
the mangled corpses and bloodied sur
vivors from the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building. “Fox apparently wasn’t editorial
izing against Coleman, but it was an effec
tive rebuttal nevertheless,” The Washington 
Post said.

Timothy McVeigh was put to death by a 
government led by George W. Bush. The 
sentence was imposed under Bill Clinton 
under guidelines initially started by Ronald 
Reagan. The American justice system de
manded McVeigh meet his end, and he did. 
If Europeans do not like it, that is their 
prerogative.

In Oklahoma City, a note was painted 
onto the wall of an adjoining building by a 
rescue crew on April 19, 1995. It told the 
bomber — later known to be McVeigh — 
that they would be caught, because “the 
victims cry for it, justice calls for it, and 
God demands it!” If God demanded 
McVeigh’s death, we will never know. Jus
tice called for his execution, and it has been 
carried out.

Bryan should make 
haste in fixing 
un-repaired road

College Main is probably the 
road with the most pedestrians 
in Bryan-College Station. The 
City of College Station has done 
an excellent job of accommo
dating pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorcycles by providing side
walks and bike lanes.

But on the Bryan side of the 
city sign, the road crumbles. It is 
full of pot holes and the edge of 
the road is a ditch, no curb. 
These road conditions cause mo
torists to swerve dangerously 
around the pot holes.

This, combined with careless

drivers, proved fatal Monday 
night in an accident involving 
pedestrians. I walk and bike this 
road daily and have often feared 
for my life at the hands of other 
motorists.

If the City of Bryan cares 
about its citizens, it will fix Col
lege Main Street to the standards 
of the City of College Station. 
This road should be heavily pa
trolled as well. The speed limit is 
25 mph and is rarely heeded.

Because most of the people in 
the area are renters, we are eas
ily ignored. As a citizen of Bryan 
and a pedestrian on College 
Main, I charge the city to enforce 
the speed limit, to accommo
date pedestrian and bike traffic 
and to repair the road surface.

There is no reason that we

should let Bryan ignore this dan
gerous situation.

Ginny Chilton 
Battalion Subscriber
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