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Former Battalion editor dies at 82
By Brady Creel _______ __
The Battalion

James S. Critz, a 1940 graduate of 
Texas A&M and former managing ed
itor of The Battalion, died Jan. 20.

Critz was born Aug. 28, 1918, in 
Teague, Texas.
After graduating 
from high school, 
he entered A&M, 
majoring in geolo
gy. He turned 16 
just two days be
fore beginning his 
freshman year.

“A lot of East 
Texas kids in 
those days went to A&M,'’ said 
Critz’s son, Ward, recalling the 
stereotypical socioeconomic dis
parity between men who attended 
A&M and the students at the Uni
versity of Texas.

The 1940 A&M yearbook, Long
horn, lists Critz’s involvement at 
A&M, which included the geology 
club and petroleum geology club.

At that time A&M did not have a 
journalism program, but the younger

CRITZ IN 1940

Critz said his father “just had an 
affinity for it,” which drew him to 
work at the school newspaper.

“Some people do (love to write),” 
he said.

Kimberly Critz, Critz’s grand
daughter, is a senior information and 
operations management major at 
A&M. She remembers her grandfa
ther talking about working at the 
newspaper.

“It was one of his fondest memo
ries, being editor,” she said.

Besides her grandfather, she is the 
only person in her family to attend 
A&M, and she said the University 
provided a special connection be
tween them. Kimberly Critz ordered 
her own Aggie ring, one of the only 
tangible manifestations of that bond, 
Wednesday.

“Everything I have done and been 
through he remembers, and talking 
about it was the only thing that would 
light up his face,” she said. “I told 
him two weeks ago that I’m getting 
to order my ring.”

The 1940 Longhorn listed 
Critz’s nickname as “Hymie.” 
Kimberly Critz said she remem

bered some of her grandfather’s 
Corps friends still calling him that 
at reunions, decades after he had 
graduated.

“He had hell in Spanish class,” 
Kimberly Critz said. “He could not 
pass Spanish class for anything, so 
they called him ‘Hymie.’ ”

When Critz graduated, he was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army field artillery, just 
before the dawn of U.S. involvement 
in World War II.

“The whole generation went off 
and served in the service because the 
country was threatened,” Ward Critz 
said. “It’s a fascinating group that 
was basically just a bunch of kids, 
then the country was attacked.”

Ward Critz remembered his fa
ther’s stories of meeting Aggies dur
ing his military service, which took 
him to Australia with Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur during the war.

“He used to tell a story of meeting 
an Aggie in a liquor store in Aus
tralia,” he said.

Critz’s World War II military ser
vice included five amphibious land
ings. He fought in New Guinea,

Nooemfoor and the Philippine Is
lands and was discharged from the 
Army in 1946, after the war.

Ward Critz said his father never 
forgot his tie to A&M. After he left 
the service, Critz maintained contact 
with former members of his old 
Corps outfit.

“His best friend was an Aggie 
and was killed in Normandy,” he 
said. “He always told a story about 
getting a letter.”

Critz is eligible to be on the roll 
call of this year’s April 21 annual 
campus Muster ceremony, said Julie 
Weber, Muster Committee subchair
woman for the roll call and a senior 
agricultural business major.

Ward Critz said his father was 
proud of being an Aggie, and his fam
ily still has his Class of ’40 Aggie ring, 
which they have considered adding to 
the collection on display at the Clay
ton Williams Jr. Alumni Center.

“Old Aggies have a lot of inter
esting stories about those times,” 
Ward Critz said. “It’s hard for people 
like us to think about that.

“They are a fascinating group,” he 
said. “He was one of the last.”
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FACING AN UNPLANNED 
PREGNANCY?

YOU DON'T HAVE TO FACE IT ALONE.
Pregnancy Peer Counseling Service 

Complete Confidentiality 
Information on Abortion Risks

Free Pregnancy Test
Mon., Toes. & Thurs. 9-8 • Wed. & Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 8-12

695-9193 205 Brentwood • College Station 
www.hopepregnancy.org

Mentor
Continued from Page 1

them to students as a men
tor,” Milburn said.

Milburn said the mentor 
program was established in 
1979 by a group of faculty 
members who were con
cerned that students were be

coming lost in a fast-expand
ing campus.

“During that time, a lot of 
change was occurring,” Mil- 
bum said. ‘This group of fac
ulty was afraid that the stu
dents would get lost in the 
bureaucracy. They wanted to 
create a place where students 
could go and not have to stand 
in line to talk to someone.”

While the mentors fluc
tuate in number from year 
to year, between 350 and 
400 faculty and staff mem
bers have extra office hours 
to help.

“Mentors are volunteers 
who volunteer office hours 
to be available to any stu
dent who needs to talk,” 
Milburn said. “They will

listen non-judgmentally, 
and if they have expertise in 
the subject, they will help 
the student. If not, they are 
familiar with services on 
campus and can direct the 
student to someone who 
can help them.”

Mentors attend a meeting 
each semester and are kept 
up to date on student services

through a newsletter.
Southerland said the AT- 

Mentor program was chosen 
to receive the endowment 
based on the services it pro
vides to students.

“As a volunteer organi
zation, the faculty and staff 
members do a great service 
to Texas A&M University 
students,” he said

Try something new!
MSC

...is now taking applications for both hungry minds 
and stomachs!

Satisfy your famished mind throughout the semester with 
dynamic professors in a small, non-academic, relaxed 
atmosphere. Students meet over dinner Sunday nights 
three times a semester to discuss meaningful topics from 
several disciplines. Inter
ested? For information and 
an application, check out 
our website, or visit MSC 
223-1. Applications are due 
Tuesday, January 30th.
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Check out our website: conversations.tamu.edu 
Email ceh2354@labs.tamu.edu with any questions.

To inform us of your special needs, call 845-8770 or stop by MSC 223-1. ’

A CfrDTM Y
College Dance Classes

The A & M Dance Academy Specializes in:
• Advanced College Level Jazz & Ballet Dance Class

• College Technique & Audition Prep Class
• Adult Beginner thru Intermediate Rotating

Disciplines Dance Class
• Adult Flexibility, Toning & Basic Dance

• Aggie Dance Team Prep Class 
• Master Guest Workshops & Clinics 

Classes Start January 29th 
Call Today to Reserve Your Spot

979-6904813
Jennifer Hart

Director of the Texas A&M Aggie Dance Team

Let’s Go Out
0 Eat

Part-Time Jobs Available
We currently have challenging part-time posi
tions available for customer support, marketing, 
inventory and hardware support. We consider 
all types of majors and provide complete train
ing, so don't miss this opportunity to visit UCS
in the MSC to see if you're the person we're 
looking for.

Tuesday (1/16) - Friday (1/26)

138 & 139 MSC

This is a great opportunity to talk with some of 
our employees, fill out some paperwork, or just 
make an appointment to speak with us at a later 
date.

We will have free snacks and beverages!

The rooms in the MSC can be reached by going 
to the hotel information desk in the MSC. We 
will be there between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and we 
look forward to talking to you.

595-2609
www.universalcomputersys.com

UCS hires non-tobacco users only
E.O.E.

Thursdays ifv The, Battalion

rSmoothie
WG,J

2416 Tx. Ave., S 
College Station

Kroger Center

696-5464

New Location
NOW OPEN!

3306 E. 29th St. 
(Next to Wal-Mart) 

774-3871

.00 off any size Smoothie
w/coupon

V"

Best Prices on Supplements 
* Creative * L-Glutamine * Proteins * Diet Pills * Vitamins * 

* Herbs * Sport Supplements *

Nutritional Snacks - Cookies - Bar V
r

■

^SANDWICH SHOPS) ^
‘Home of the Original Texas Cheesesteak’

FREE Chips and Queso
w/ purchase of 2 sandwiches

• New Beer Prices
• New Lunch Specials M-F

Accepting Aggie Bucks

201 College Main (Northgate) • 260-1999

COFFEE STATION
-The Ultimate Hangout- 

907-A Harvey Rd. (Next to the TAP)
7 am - 1 am 

Seven Days a Week

Buy one Drink, Get one *

1/2 OFF
Present this coupon at time ot purchase and receive a second drink for 1/2 OFF 

Not good with any other offers. Void if duplicated or copied. Exp. 5/31/01.

694-2844

Freshly made 
Sandwiches, 

Soups & Desserts

FREE CHIP & DRINK!
w/purchase of any sandwich

Jc J

Present coupon before ordering Expires 05/31/01
2416 Texas Ave. S • College Station 

* 696-DELI Fax: 693-6606
VHours: 10 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Mon.-Sat. Delivery available. $20 minimum

i
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http://www.hopepregnancy.org
mailto:ceh2354@labs.tamu.edu
http://www.universalcomputersys.com

